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Regard  for  Ancestry  —  Daniel  Webster 
From  Commemoration  Address  of  the 
First  Settlement  of  New  Ehgland 

” The re  may  be  and  thore  often  is,  indeed,  a 
regard  for  ancestry  which  nourishes  only  a  weak 
pride;  as  there  is  also  a  care  for  posterity, 
which  only  disguises  an  habitual  avarice,  or  hides 
the  workings  of  a  low  and  groveling  vanity.  But 
there  is  also  a  moral  and  philosophical  respect  for 
our  ancestors,  which  elevates  the  character  and 
improves  the  heart.  Next  to  the  sense  of  religious 
duty  and  moral  feeling,  I  hardly  know  what  should 
bear  with  stronger  obligation  on  a  liberal  and 
enlightened  mind,  than  a  consciousness  of  alliance 
with  excellence  which  has  departed;  and  a  conscious¬ 
ness,  too,  that  in  its  acts  and  conduct,  and  even  in 
its  sentiments,  it  may  be  actively  operating  on  the 
happiness  of  others  who  come  after  it," 


DEDICATION 


TO  MY  WIFE 
AND  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 


MY  MOTHER 


FOREWORD 


This  book  is  an  introduction  to  my  Harrison  ancestors,  especially 
my  late  father  and  grandfather,  Reverend  Daniel  Bluford  Harrison,  The 
more  I  know  of  my  grandfather,  the  more  I  wish  I  might  have  had  the  privilege 
of  knowing  him  personally  as  I  was  privileged  to  know  my  father.  This  book 
is  based  upon  my  knowledge  and/or  tradition  gained  through  a  widespread  and 
prodigious  search  over  the  period  of  the  last  three  years.  It  is  not  in¬ 
tended  as  an  authoritative  document.  It  will  have,  I  trust  and  believe, 
value  to  those  who  are  interested  in  knowing  of  the  character,  customs, 
activities  and  achievements  of  their  forebears  who  helped  to  build  our 
great  Republic  of  "Liberty  and  Justice  for  All  and  Special  Privileges  to 
None." 


The  family  story  has  been  written  primarily  for  my  own  children  and 
grandchildren  and  their  progeny.  Within  another  year  if  I  remain  well 
and  strong  and  if  I  can  find  the  time,  I  plan  to  expand  it  so  as  to  include 
for  my  children  and  their  posterity  the  wealth  of  data  and  human  interest 
tradition  that  I  have  obtained  in  my  search  concerning  my  late  mother’s 
Dial,  Carder  and  Pickens  families  and  concerning  the  Farmer,  Boling  and 
French  families  of  my  wife.  The  records  I  have  of  sene  of  these  families 
go  back  to  the  founding  of  the  Jamestown  Colony  in  Virginia  in  l60?. 

My  indebtedness  to  my  wife  in  connection  with  the  writing  of  this  book 
is  stupendous.  As  I  say  in  my  story,  she  traveled  with  me  in  the  South  for 
three  solid  weeks  in  the  hot  summer  of  this. year,  one  of  the  hottest  in 
history.  She  and  I  visited  aged  relatives  of  mine  when  neither  of  us  had 
ever  seen  before.  She  helped  me  wade  through  thousands  of  pages  in  dirty 
old  record  books  in  dingy  and  stuffy  courthouse  vaults.  After  the  court¬ 
houses  wera  closed  at  the  end  of  the  day  she  went  with  me  to  see  and  talk 
with  all  and  sundry  among  those  persons  who  had  been  cited  to  us  as  knowing 
a  great  deal  about  the  history  and  the  pioneer  families  of  their  areas. 

My  dear  wife’s  patience,  bless  her,  in  staying  at  home  and  remaining  silent 
for  hours  on  end  night  after  night  for  weeks,  while  I  laboriously  assembled 
and  organized  pertinent  data  and  wrote  the  text  of  this  book,  would  put 
Job  to  sharaej 

The  road  that  my  father  and  grandfather  hewed  was  a  straight  and 
interesting  road  indeed.  My  record  of  their  lives  is  offered  with  the 
thought  and  hope  in  mind  that  the  sign-posts  they  erected  along  the  way 
nay  be  of  use  to  others  in  guiding  them  toward  their  goal. 
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THE  DANIEL  BLUFORD  HARRISON  FAMILY 


The  late,  ■universally  beloved  and  world-famed  humorist  and  philosopher,  bill 
Pagers,  of  Oologah,  Oklahoma,  deflated  those  who  take  an  inordinate  and  aristo¬ 
cratic  pride  in  their  family  lineage  when  he  said,  "I  don’t  understand  why  certain 
people  believe  that  they  are  better  than  other  people  simply  because  they  think 
sTie  of  their  ancestors  came  over  on  the  Mayflower.  Don’t  they  know  that  my 
folks  met  the  boatj" 

Well,  Will  Rogers  was  right.  With  the  exception  of  his  folks,  the  Indians, 
all  of  us  or  our  American  forebears  were  Immigrants  to  this  land.  Our  forefathers 
came  to  America  to  acquire  land,  to  make  a  better  living,  to  get  out  of  jail  and, 
above  all,  to  escape  oppressive  debts,  crushing  taxation,  class  hatreds  and  re¬ 
ligious  persecution.  One  of  their  very  first  legal  acts,  thank  God,  was  forever 
to  provide  that  there  should  be  no  ’’Royal  Class"  in  this  country.  As  always, 
there  were,  no  doubt,  a  few  smug,  self-complacent,  blue-blooded  snobs  among  them. 

But  in  the  main,  they  were  red-blooded  patriots  who  loved  liberty  and  believed  in 
"justice  for  all". 

All  of  us,  however  humble  our  circumstances  or  good  our  fortunes,  have  our 
ideas,  our  ideals,  our  whims  and  our  idiosyncracies,  call  them  what  you  will.  A 
graveyard  little  bigger  than  a  county  will  eventually  hold  us  all.  Whether  we  or 
our  'merican  ancestors  came  to  this  country  a  long  time  ago  or  recently  is  not  a 
thing  that  is  of  paramount  importance.  ’-That  we  are,  what  we  do,  what  we  stand  for, 
how  much  we  love  America  and  the  flag  of  this  Republic  and  that  for  which  they 
stand,  are  of  paramount  importance.  They  determine  the  degree  of  our  Americanism 
and  the  character  of  our  citizenship.  It  is  with  such  a  sense  of  justice  and  dem¬ 
ocracy,  and  I  trust  with  humble  pride,  that  I  wish  to  write  about  the  family  of 
Daniel  Bluford  Harrison  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Joplin)  Harrison  at  this  time.  Later 
on  I  shall  write  specifically  of  my  mother’s  parents  and  of  her  dearly  beloved 
stepfather  and  their  families. 

On  Christmas  Eve  night  in  192$,  when  I  was  visiting  my  parents  at  their  resi¬ 
dence  in  Dallas,  Texas,  from  my  home  at  Beaumont,  Texas,  the  thought  of  preparing 
a  family  record  first  occurred  to  me.  That  night  I  asked  my  father  and  mother  many 
questions  concerning  themselves  and  their  parental  families.  I  learned  that  soon 
after  my  parents  were  married  they  built  a  family  IVee  and  recorded  important  family 
data  in  their  Bible.  The  Bible,  including  the  family  Tree,  burned  many  years  before 
that  Christmas  Eve  visit,  when  Papa’s  business  establishment  at  Myra,  Texas,  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  My  parents  were  living  at  Myra  at  the  time.  Papa  and  Mama  did 
not  develop  another  Family  History.  Their  answers  to  my  questions  over  twenty  five 
years  ago  depended  very  much  upon  their  recollections  and  family  tradition.  Papa 
was  then  in  his  seventieth  year  and  Mama  in  her  sixty-fifth. 

The  exacting  demands  of  an  intensely  busy  public  life  over  the  period  of 
nearly  twenty  two  years  after  the  idea  occurred  to  me  seemed  to  preclude  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  writing  the  Family  Story,  and  they  still  do.  It  was  not  until  I  was 
gravely  ill  nearly  four  years  ago  that  I  determined,  come  what  may,  that  I  was  going 
sanehow  to  find  the  time  to  assemble  as  much  information  as  possible  and  to  record 
it.  It  is  a  source  of  joy  to  me  to  record  the  fact  that  I  feel  well  and,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  work  harder  than  ever  before. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  as  I  write  of  the  Daniel  Bluford  Harrison  Family, 

.  a  nearly  everything  my  father  told  me  twenty  five  years  ago  about  his  parents  and 
s  brothers  and  sisters  has  been  corroborated  by  such  documentary  evidence  as  the 
^ cords  in  the  old  Family  Bibles  of  Pap&’s  eldest  sister,  Roxana  Harrison  (Mrs.  W.P.) 


o!  IliJe  V  'M-  r.np 


Daniel  Eluford  Harrison—  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Jiinister,  County  and  Prooate 
Judge  of  Folk  County,  Arkansas,  Post¬ 
master  and  Schoolmaster  and  famer, 
Dallas,  Arkansas,  1860-186U.  Born 
Sept.  15,  1815  Tennessee;  died  Tex¬ 
arkana,  Texas,  Uay  30,  1875. 


Mary  Elizabeth  Joplin  (Mrs.  Daniel 
B.)  Harrison.  Born  in  Tennessee  in 
1823.  Died  at  Dallas,  Polk  County, 
Arkansas,  October,  1863. 


THE  DANIEL  BLLFORD  HARRISON  HOMESTEAD 
(1862) 

DALLAS,  ARKANSAS 


Mrs.  Harrison's  maiden  name.  Elizabeth  Joplin. 
Jane,  Nancy,  Henry,  Tom,  Nat,  Catherine,  Jim, 


Their  children,  Roxana. 
Hareey,  Susie,  Opie  and 


Their  residence  for  111  years 


Bell. 


Cliver,  and  his  sister,  Nancy  Harrison  (Mrs.  John  L.)  Fleming,  who  was  a  twin  of  Aunt 
Jano  Harrison  (Mrs.  Tyra)  Reece,  and  of  his  twin  brother,  John  Harley  Harrison, 
a3  well  as  by  tax  rolls,  minutes  of  national  church  assemblies  in  which  my  grand¬ 
father  participated,  and  Federal  Census  and  other  records.  There  is  legal  proof  of 
the  fact  that  the  parents  of  my  grandfather,  Daniel  Bluford  Harrison,  were 
Daniel  R.  Harrison  and  Margaret  Susannah  (Rucker)  Harrison.  Census  records  of  Wayne 
County,  Tennessee,  of  1840,  show  Daniel  R.  Harrison's  occupation  as  a  manufacturer 
ar.d  trader.  The  Federal  Census  of  Hardin  County,  Tennessee,  of  1850,  listed  his 
occupation  as  a  cabinet  maker.  On  the  basis  of  family  tradition.  Census  records 
ar.d  legal  documents  which  I  have  carefully  examined,  he  was  torn  in  North  Carolina 
or  Virginia,  likely  North  Carolina  on  the  Virginia  border.  My  great-grandmother, 
Susannah  (Rucker)  Harrison  was  born  in  Virginia.  There  is  positive  proof  on  the  basis 
of  legal  records  examined,  and  in  my  possession,  that  Susannah  (Rucker)  Harrison 
was  the  daughter  of  George  Rucker  who,  for  many  years  before  his  death,  resided  in 
Franklin  County,  Georgia.  In  the  Will  of  George  Rucker,  on  record  in  Franklin  County, 
Georgia,  signed  in  1810  and  probated  in  1815,  he  remembered,  among  others,  his 
daughter,  Susannah.  Susannah  Rucker's  mother,  Catherine  Ehart  (Mrs.  George)  Rucker, 
was  the  daughter  of  Michael  Ehart  and  Catherine  Ehart.’  My  great-great  grandmother, 
Catherine  Rucker,  was  one  of  the  designated  heirs  in  the  Will  of  Michael  Ehart  written 
on  May  7,  1788  and  probated  in  Culpepper  County,  Virginia,  June  15,  1789.  I  have  a 
certified  copy  of  Michael  Ehart 's  Will.  There  is  such  uncertainty  and  difference  of 
opinion  among  the  living  descendants  of  Daniel  R.  Harrison  and  Susannah  (Rucker) 
Harrison  as  to  the  identity  of  Daniel  R’s  parents  that  I  have  postponed  any  effort  to 
determine  and  document  their  identity  until  when,  if  ever,  my  time  and  strength 
are  less  taxed  than  they  are  now. 


According  to  family  tradition,  my  grandfather,  Daniel  Bluford  Harrison,  was 
one  of  fourteen  children  of  Daniel  R.  Harrison  and  Susannah  (Rucker)  Harrison. 
Elsewhere  in  my  story  I  an  devoting  a  chapter  to  my  grandfather's  brothers  and 
sisters. 

There  was  a  John  Harrison  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  whose  Will  was  pro¬ 
bated  in  1829.  His  estate  consisted  of  land  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  and 
Lauderdale  County,  Alabama.  He  left  his  property  to  his  wife  for  her  lifetime 
and  provided  that  upon  her  death  it  was  to  be  equally  divided  between  his  children. 
The  estate  was  settled  in  18U5.  Legal  records  of  the  settlement  can  be  found  in 
the  old  Deed  Books cf  these  two  counties  at  the  courthouses  at  Fayetteville, 
Tennessee',  and  Florence,  Alabama.  John  Harrison's  sons  were:  Middleton,  Thomas  H. , 
Daniel  B.,  Hillcry  and  Willis  L.  His  daughters  were  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Ludy 
Cauthen,  Nancy,  wife  of  Paton  R,  Gill,  and  a  daughter  whose  name  I  cannot  find, 
wife  of  Atha  Tharp.  Descendants  'of  John  Harrison,  through  his  eldest  son, 

Middleton  Harrison,  have  been  among  the  most  distinguished  families  who  ever  livgd  . 
in  Arkansas.  The  late  Methodist  minister,  Reverend  William  Ringgold  Harr  is  on //sort 
of  Middleton  Harrison,  and  William  Ringgold  Harrison's  late  sons.  Judge  Harvey 
Harrison  and  James  J.  (Jim)  Harrison,  and  their  accomplishments  arc  recorded  in 
"Who % 8  Who"  in  Arkansas  history.  Two  living  sons  of  Reverend  William  Ringgold 
Harrison,  whom  I  know,  are  Galloway  Harrison,  of  the  State  of  Washington,  and 
William  R.  Harrison,  of  Little  Rock,  .Arkansas.  Both  of  them  are  insurance  execu¬ 
tives  and  civic  and  religious  leaders.  I  mention  these  families  because  of  the 
following  facts: 

(l)  Their  migration  westward  parallelled  precisely  in  time  and  in  geograph¬ 
ical  locations  the  descendant-families  of  Daniel  R,  Harrison  and 
Susannah  (Rucker)  Harrison. 


o 

O 


(2)  Dnnicl  R.  Harrison  and  John  Harrison  both  had  sons  by  the 
name  of  Daniel  B*  Harrison, 

(3)  James  Steele  Harrison,  bom  in  1801,  the  elder  if  not  the 
eldest  son  of  Daniel  R.  Harrison  and  Susannah  (Rucker) 
Harrison,  and  Middleton  Harrison,  the  eldest  son  of  John 
Harrison,  bom  in  1000,  were  both  bom  in  South  Carolina. 


On  the  basis  of  the  facts  listed  and  other  data  examined,  I  believe  that  mv 
greatgrandfather,  Daniel  R.  Harrison,  and  John  Harrison,  we^e  brothers  Sumly 
I  do  believe  that  m  their  ancestral  background  there  may  have  been  a  powerful  ^ 
personality  and  a  good  man  by  the  name  of  Daniel  Harrison.  The  determination  of  this 
possible  fact  may  be  extremely  difficult  because  of  records  destroyed  by  the 
Yankees  during  the  War  Between  the  States  and  courthouses  that  have  burned  since  then 


Oir  family  tradition  is  that  our  Harrison  forebears  were  among  the  first 
English  settlers  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  that  they  were  related  to  Ben¬ 
jamin  Harrison,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
his  son,  President  William  Henry  Harrison,  and  his  great-grandson.  President 
Benjamin  Harrison,  and  that  they  moved  westward  via  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  While  I  have  found  no  legal  proof 
of  the  fact  I,  nevertheless,  believe  that  there  arc  some  grounds  to  support 
the  tradition.  Genealogy  has  been  called  a  luxurious  pastime  that  only  the 
rich  can  afford.  I  am  not  rich!  If  there  arc  those  who  read  this  story 
who  can  indulge  in  the  pastime,  I  trust  that  they  will  seek  documentation  of 
our  family  tradition  and  that  if  they  succeed  in  doing  so,  that  they  mil 
be  kind  enough  to  share  their  findings  with  the  descendants  of  Daniel  B. 
Harrison.  I  an  gladly  sharing  with  relatives  the  results  of  my  efforts  as 
a  "labor  of  love". 

My  father,  Janes  J.  (Jim)  Harrison,  often  told  me  that  his  father  and 
mother,  Daniel  Bluford  Harrison,  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Joplin)  Harrison,  were 
married  in  Giles  County,  Tennessee.  Old  Family  Bibles  of  my  Aunt  Roxana, 
my  Aunt  Nancy  and  my  Uncle  Harvey,  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  all 
contain  data  to  the  effect,  that  their  father,  Daniel  Bluford  Harrison,  married 
Mary  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Silas  M.  Joplin  and  Nancy 

(Cunningham)  Joplin.  Unfortunately,  neither  of  these  three  Family  Bible 
records  show  the  date  and  place  of  the  marriage.  It  is  possible  that  the 
marriage  occurred  in  some  other  county  in  Tennessee  or  in  Mississippi,  but 
I  believe  that  my  father’s  information  was  correct.  Aunt  Roxana’s  Bible 
Record  lists  her  birthplace  as  Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi,  January  ?,  l8l4.il, 
and  Aunt  Nancy’s  Bible  shows  her  birthplace  and  that  of  her  twin  sister,  Jane, 
as  Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi,  February  1,  l81i5>. 

This  past  surmer  my  dear  wife.  Fay  (Farmer)  Harrison,  and  I  made  a  tour 
of  Arkansas ,  Mississippi,  Tennessee  and  Alabama.  We  visited  relatives  and 
elder  citizens  and  cemeteries  and  inspected  records  at  courthouses  in  search 
of  information  concerning  our  Harrison  and/or  Fanner  families.  At  the  Corinth, 
Mississippi  courthouse,  where  the  records  of  old  Tishomingo  County  arc  being 
preserved,  we  found  much  information.  We  saw  and  copied  the  marriage  licenses 
of  my  great-aunt,  Rachel  Adline  Harrison  and  David  Hawkins,  and  my  great-aunt, 
Jane  Harrison  and  Jonathan  White.  We  also  saw  and  copied  the  marriage  license 
records  of  my  great-uncles,  William  C#  Joplin  and  Mahal  a  Ward  and  Aaron  Joplin 
and  Polly  Ward.  Ely  grandfather’s  signature,  Daniel  B.  Harrison,  was  on  the 
Marriage  Bond  of  -3200.00  for  David  Hawkins.  Mississippi  required  bonds  at  that 
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tine  of  all  applicants  for  marriage  licenses.  The  bonds  were  guarantees  to  the 
state  that  the  marriages  would  actually  be  perfemed  and  that  evidence  to  that 
effect  would  be  returned  to  the  state  to  be  recorded. 

• 

At  Corinth  we  discovered  that  my  grandfather,  Daniel  B.  Harrison,  was  a  deputy 
probate  clerk  in  July,  11^,  and  that  he  subsequently  served  for  a  few  years  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  We  read  copies  of  deeds  that  he  had  beautifully  penned. 

In  1838  a  mortgage  deed  of  $2,000  was  recorded  that  had  been  given  by  the  firm  of 
Alexander  Neece  and  Daniel  B.  Harrison,  Neece  &  Harrison,  in  which  the  said  firm 
pledged  lots,  buildings  and  stables  at  Jacinto,  the  county  seat  of  Old  Tishomingo 
County.  Old  Tishomingo  County  records  disclose  that  Neece  &  Harrison  sold  their  busi¬ 
ness  about  a  year  after  the  mortgage  deed  was  recorded.  Daniel  B.  Harrison, 
partner  in  the  firm,  was  my  grandfather.  While  I  have  no  proof,  I  strongly  surmise 
that  Alexander  Neece' s  wife  was  one  of  the  older  sisters  of  my  grandfather. 

In  the  1840  Census  of  Old  Tishomingo  County  of  the  Alexander  Ne^pe  household,  the  ages 
of  Neece  and  his  wife  are  shown  as  between  30  and  40,  with  one^&etr  under  5,  three  abas-  ‘  ^ 
5  to  10,  one  daughter  10  to  15  and  one  15  to  20.  The  Neece  Census  of  1840  also 
included  a  male  between  20  and  30.  I  am  sure  that  he  was  my  grandfather  Harrison, 
who  was  25  that  year. 


Judge  Daniel  B.  Harrison,  my  grandfather,  according  to  family  tradition,  was 
called  Major  Harrison  by  his  relatives  and  friends  -  some  living  elder  relatives 
say  because  of  the  general  high  personal  respect  for  him.  Indeed j—uivctI  recently, 
the  elderly  grandchildren  of  my  great-aunt,  Rachel  A.  Harriscn  (Mrs.  David)  Haw¬ 
kins,  never  knew  him  by  any  other  name  until  in  the  summer  of  this  year.  Old 
letters  to  their  mother  proved  that  Daniel  3.  Harrison  and  Major  Harrison  was 
their  one  and  the  same  great-uncle,  whose  memory  they  had  long  ago  learned  to  re¬ 
vere  through  their  parents,  their  grandparents  and  great-uncle.  Reverend  Albert 
Daniel  Harrison.  My  grandfather  may  have  served  in  the  Mexican  ”ar  or  in  the  Con¬ 
federate  Militia  or  Confederate  Home  Cruard  during  the  Mar  Between  the  States.  Thus 
far  I  have  found  no  record  of  military  service.  In  his  da.v,  I  am  told,  it  was  the 
custom  of  citizens  of  communities  affectionately  to  bestow  titles  upon  good  men  of 
outstanding  leadership. 

Forty  years  ago  my  Aunt  Jane  Harrison  (Mrs.  Tyra)  Reece  wrote  in  a  book  of 
Charles  Henry  Harriscn,  a  grandson  of  ny  great-uncle,  .Albert  Daniel  Harrison,  the 
following  statement:  "My  parents  moved  from  Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi,  to 
Sevier  County,  Arkansas,  one  year  after  my  twin  sister,  Nancy,  and  I  were  com. 

We  were  bom  on  February  1,  l8i$.  Nancy  and  I  were  in  our  fifth  year  whan  cur 
parents  noved  to  Dallas,  the  County  Seat  of  Polk  County,  Arkansas. "  Aunt  Jane's 
written  statement  in  Charles  Henry  Harrison’s  book  forty  years  ago,  which  he  has 
preserved  to  this  day,  is  verified  by  the  appearance  of  the  name  of  Daniel  D. 
Harrison  on  the  tax  rolls  of  Sevier  County,  .Arkansas,  now  on  file  in  the  State 
Archives  at  Little  Rock,  for  the  years  of  181|6  to  18!$,  and-  by  our  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  my  uncle,  Thomas  B.  (Tom)  Harrison  was  bom  at  Dallas,  Arkansas,  on 
July  10,  /Ss-0  . 

Until  l85>0.  Federal  Census  Records  did  not  list  by  name  or  otherwise  identify 
any  member  of  any  family  except  the  head  of  the  household.  The  first  time,  there¬ 
fore,  that  we  find  Daniel  B.  Harrison  listed  by  name  in  a  Census  Record  was  of 
Sevier  County,  Arkansas,  in  1850.  He  was  thirty-four  years  of  age  in  January, 
1850,  the  time  when  the  Sevier  County  census  was  taken.  Me  know,  from  records  in 
the  three  old  Femily  Bibles  already  mentioned,  that  he  was  born  on  September  15, 
ISIS,  in  Tennessee,  and  therefore,  that  he  was  thirty  five  before  the  end  of  the 
year  1850.  The  Census  listed  his  ’wife’s  name  as  Elizabeth,  27,  bom  in  Tennessee. 
The  children  in  1850,  as  listed  in  the  Census,  were5  Roxana,  rage  6;  ^ancy  and  Ma- 
hila,  twins,  5;  all  bom  in  Mississippi,  and  Milliam  Henry,  age  2,  bom  in  Ark¬ 
ansas.  Mah  ala’s  name  was  subsequently  changed  to  Sarah  Jane, 
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According  to  the  Federal  Census'  of  i860,  Daniel  B.  Harrison  was  one 
of  the  wealthiest  men  in  Polk  County,  Arkansas  -  it  ought  quickly  to  be 
said,  however,  that  the  population  ox  the  County  was  rather  sparse  at  that 
time.*  He  was  a  Cumberland  Presbyterian  minister.  He  was  also  a  skilled 
cabinet  maker  and  a  successful  farmer.  He  was  the  Circuit  and  County  Clerk 
of  Polk  County,  Arkansas,  from  October  3,  185U,  to  October  3 j  1856,  and 
from  April  11,  1857,  to  October  3,  i860.  Ho  served  as  County  and  Probate 
Judge  of  Polk  County  from  November  2,  i860,  until  May  31,  l86!u  Frier  to 
and  during  the  Wax  Between  the  States  he  also  served  as  the  Postmaster  and 
director  of  the  school  at  Dallas. 

The  Harrison  *s  expansive  two -story  franc  residence' at  Dallas,  of 
which  I  and  some  other  living  descendants  have  pictures,  burned  early  in 
1863.  The  fire  completely  destroyed  the  house,  all  household  effects  and 
all  sacred  family  treasures,  including  the  Family  Bible  and  the  Family  History. 
My  grandparents  were  away  on  business  and  the  older  children' were  working  on 
the  farm  when  the  fire  occurred.  According  to  family  legend,  Aunt  Catherine, 
then  9 ,  who  was  the  oldest  child  in  the  house,  rescued  her  younger  brothers 
and  sisters  from  the  flaming  building,  including,  of  course,  my  father.  We, 
who  are  the  descendants  of  those  younger  brothers  and  sisters  should  be 
grateful  for  the  judgment  and  heroism  of  their  9  year  old  sister]  In  October, 
I863,  grandmother  Harrison  was  killed  by  an  accidental  fall  in  the  Masonic 
Lodge  Building  at  Dallas  at  the  age  of  !|0,  leaving  twelve  children  with  her 
husband  to  mourn  her  departure  and  to  cherish  and  honor  her  memory!  The 
combination  of  these  tragedies,  coincident  with  the  hardships  and  ravages 
of  the- four  year  War  Between  the  States,  including  the  loss  of  his  several 
slaves,  struck  Daniel  B,  Harrison  a  mighty  blow  but  it  did  not  completely 
ruin  him  financially.  The  Federal  Census  Record  of  Scott  County,  Arkansas, 
of  1870,  showed  that  ho  still  had  both  personal  property  and  real  estate, 
but  much  less  than  in  i860. 

Daniel  Bluford  Harrison  was  raised  to  the  sublime  degree' of  a  Master 
Mason  in  September,  1859,  by  the  Dallas  Lodge  A.  F.  and  A.  M. ,  No.  128,  at 
Dallas,  Arkansas.  The  Dallas  Lodge  —  that  is  still  its  official  nmc  —  is 
now  located  at  Mena,  the  present  county  scat  of  Polk  County.  Records  cf  the 
Wqldron,  Arkansas  Lodge  A.  F.  and  A.  M. ,  No.  132,  reflect  the  fact  that  he 
was  a  member  of  that  ledge  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  his  death  at  59. 

Grandfather  Harrison  attended  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Jefferson,  Texas  in  May,  l8?5.  He  was  a  commissioner 
to  that  National  Assembly.  Qiroutc  heme,  after  the  Assembly  meetings  of 
several  days1  duration  were  concluded,  he  became  ill  .and  died  at  Texarkana, 
Texas .  The  family  Bibles  of  Aunt  Roxanna,  Aunt  Nancy  and  Uncle  Harvey,  and 
the  records  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Waldron  establish  the  date  cf  his  death 
as  May  30,  1875.  His  illness,  says  Cunt  Roxanna1 s  Bible  record,  was  diagnosed 
as  bone  erysipelas.  His  funeral,  according  to  my  father’s  statement  to  me 
long  ago  end  verified  by  Presbyterian  Church  records,  was  conducted  by  his 
close  friend,  Reverend  Charles  Gcldberg,  Pastor  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Texarkana,  Texas. 


The  General  Assenbly  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  that  met 
in  l8?6  at  Bowline  Green,  Kentucky  formally  memorialized  Reverend  Daniel 
Bluford  Harrison  as  "A  beloved,  able  and  influential  minister  and  leader 
of  our  ere at  denomination  who  has  passed  to  his  reward  during  the  past 
year."  This  resolution  and' the  records  of  his  attendance  at  the  General 
Assembly,  held  at  Jefferson,  Texas  in  May,  1875,  and  the  report  of  the 
General  Assenbly  meetings  of  185U,  which  listed  as  a  dclegato  and  as  a 
speaker,  Reverend  Daniel' B.  Harrison,  founder  and  pastor  of  the  Cove  Church, 
Mound  Prairie  Presbytery,  Arkansas  Synod,  are  in  the  official  reports  on 
file  and  in  the  Almanac  at  The  Presbyterian  Historical  Society  at  their 
headquarters  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  Cove,  Arkansas,  still  a  thriving 
village,  probably  wa3  the  biggest  town  in  Polk  County  in  l8?Lu  The  Cumber¬ 
land  Presbyterian  denomination  in  1906  reunited  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
U.  S.  A.,  members  of  which  sometimes  arc  incorrectly  called  "Northern  Pres¬ 
byterians".  Certain  congregations  held  out  against  the  reunion  end  maintain 
a  denomination  called  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  my  extensive  and  painstaking  search  in  behalf  of  authentic  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  my  Grandfather  Harrison,  I  made  the  acquaintance  by  letter 
of  John  W.  Evatt,  of  Waldron,  Arkansas,  Mr.  Evatt  is  a  venerable  and  a 
venerated  Mason  and  lifelong  citizen  of  Scott  County,  Arkansas.  I  have  en¬ 
joyed  a  delightful  correspondence  with  him.  In  one  of  his  letters  he  wrote: 

"I  remember  well  Judge  Daniel  B,  Harrison  and  his  wife  and  children, 

I  recall,  as' I  grew  older,  that  my  father  often  spoke  of  Judge  Harrison,  who 
was  a  farmer,  cabinet  maker  and  minister,  as  a  powerful  preacher,  a  fine 
citizen  and  a  great  community  builder.  Your  grandfather  served  as  pastor  of 
the  Pilot  Prairie  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  which  was  a  few  miles  from 
Waldron.  The  church  house  at  Pilot  Prairie,  as  I  first  knew  it,  was  built 
with  hewed  logs  and  floored  with  split  pine,  or  punching  slabs,  as  they  were 
called  in  those  days.  The  flooring  was  not  nailed  to  the  joists  and  would 
rattle  as  the  members  of  the  congregation  walked.  The  seats  were  made  of 
split  timber  with  holes  bored  through  the  stakes  placed  in  them  to  hold  them 
up.  The  old  log  church  house  was  taken  down  years  ago  and  a  plank  house 
built.  The  second  structure  was  demolished  and  in  19h9  a  modem  new  frame 
church  building  that  looks  completely  up-tc-date  was  built  on  the  original 
site.  As  I  remember  from  my  childhood  days,  the  property  belonged  to  the 
Presbyterians  but  the  Methodists  were  permitted  to  use  it  also.  Both  denom¬ 
inations  cooperated  in  raising  the  funds  to  build  the  most  recent  structure 
and  so  I  presume  the  improved  property  belongs  to  both  denominations.  In  the 
old  days  when  your  grandfather  was  the  Presbyterian  minister,  services  were 
held  twice  each  month  by  the  Presbyterians  and  twice  by  the  Methodists, 
Services  now  are  conducted  once  a  month  each  by  the  Methodists  and  the  Pres¬ 
byterians,  The  ministers  who’ conduct  services  at  the  Pilot  Prairie  Church 
are:  Reverend  Ehcry  Trickett,  of  Booncville,  Arkansas,  Presbyterian,  and 
Reverend  Elmo  Thompson,  of  Waldron,  Methodist.  The  Pilot  Prairie  Church,  I 
feel  sure,  is  the  oldest  religious  institution  in  this  part  of  the  country. 


1^ 


esa  .  .  r- 


m 


"I  remember,  of' course,  the  piece  where  Judge  Kerris on  lived  end  in 
ny  mind  I  cen  see  it,  although  it  has  boon  rcpleccd  by  new  houses  twice 
since  your  grandfather’ s  family  sold  it.  A  men  by  the  name  of  Nick  O'Neal 
owns  end  lives  in  a  very  attractive  house  on  the  exact  site  where  the  Har¬ 
rison  house  stood.  The  house  is  in  Waldrcn,  end  much  oi'  the  Harrison  farm 
is  new  town  lots  in  Waldron,  on  which  houses  have  been  built. 

'Void  I  remember  almost  as  if  it  were  yesterday,  when  Judge  Harrison 
and  Samuel  K.  Duncan,  a  layman  in  his  church,  left  on  horseback  to  make  what 
was  at  that  time  a  long  trip  over  hazardous  paths  and  treacherous  trails, 
much  of  which  was  in  mountain  forests,  for  meetings  of  The  General  .assembly 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  at  Jefferson,  Tccas.  No  one  knew  cf 
the  death  and  burial  at  the  two-state  town  of  Texarkana  of  Judge  Harriscn 
two  weeks  before  until  his  friend  and  fellow  delegate,  Sam  Duncan,  rode  into 
Waldron,  leading  a  riderless  saddled  horse  -  the  Judge's  favorite  steed  -  and 
bringing  the  sad  nows  to  the  Judge's  family  and  friends.  I  shall  never  forget 
the  distraction  and  grief  among  his  family  and  the  pall  that  fell  over  the  ' 
people  of  Waldron  and  Pilot  Prairie  when  the  shocking  news  cone.  ‘Sam's  son, 

Dr.  T,  R.  Duncan,  75,  grew  up  in  Waldron  and  is  living  hero  today." 

It  seems  incredibly  strange  in  this  scientific  age  of  fabulous  highways 

and  airlanes  and  skilled  morticians  that  anyone  should  die  and  have  to  be 

buried  away  from  his  family  and  friends  when  only  l52  miles  from  heme,  but 
such  was  more  usual  than  uncommon  when  .Daniel  B.  Harrison  died,  just  seventy- 
six  years  ago. 

Grandfather  Harrison  must  have  been  a  very  attractive  and  a  fine  man,  as 
Mr.  Evatt's  father  said,  for  it  is  notew"rthy  to  observe  that  our  Grandmother 
KLLzabeth  Joplin  Harrison's  two  eldest  brothers  named  sons  in  his  honor. 

I  have  made  vainloss  personal  searches  to  find  my  Grandfather  Harrison's 
grave  in  the  State-Line  Cemetery  at  Texarkana,  Texas -Arkansas,  and  in  the 
Rhondo  Cemetery,  five  miles  oast  of  Texarkana.  Rhcndo  was  the  temporary 
capital  of  Arkansas,  for  a  period  during  the  War  Between  the  States,  Many 
Confederate  veterans  and  prominent  political  loaders  of  .‘rkrnsas  of  the  War 
days  and  since  are  buried  there.  There  .are  those  who  say  that  our  grandfather's 
friend  may  have  tried  to  take  his  body  home  but  had  to  abandon  the  effort. 

They  think  that  he  nay  have  been  buried  in  the  once  famous  Washington  Cemetery 
which  is  some  distance  from  Texarkana,  and  in  the  general  direction  from  that 
city  toward  'feldrcn.  This  nay  have  been  the  case  but  I  doubt  it.  It  has  net 
been  possible  for  me  to  visit  that  cemetery. 

My  grandfather's  wife  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  his  second  wife.  They  were 
parried  in  Red  River  County,  Texas,  on  December  30,  1864.  My  grandfather  moved 
tack  to  Arkansas  after  a  residence  of  a  very  few  years  in  Texas.  While  he  was  a 
widower.  Aunt  Nancy  kept  house  for  him  and  helped  him  take  care  of  his  eight  motherles 
children  still  at  home,  from  Uncle  Tom  on  down.  It  is  easy  to  understand  that  a 
very  practical  problem  of  taking  care  of  these  (sentence  completed  on  following  page) 
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children  and  relieving  Aunt  Nancy  so  she  could  marry  and  establish  a  home 
of  her  own  hastened  tho  second  marriage.  The  urgency  of  "that  -praetical— and 

-til  at  the-  twtr-ehiidren  of-  the -widow 


he-narried~wc‘re  borrrirr 


Tlrejmstantially  supports-my  surmise- that- the 


tAPfiage-tooIc  place  in  Tcncas,~sone  -two  or 
Harri s on_die±;  My  cousins,  Etta  Fite,  of  Spur,  Texas,  and  Mrs.  Ila  Harrison 
Carver,  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  have  told  me  that  they  remember  our  step-grand¬ 
mother  very  woll.  They  say  that  their  parents  told  them  that  she  was  good 
and  kind  and  worked  for  the  welfare  of  her  Harrison  step -children.  They 
also  report  that  she  visited  in  their  parents'  homes  in  Texas  for  several 
weeks  in  1885. 


Apparently  my  step-grandmother  Harrison,  who  was  ho'rn  in  Indiana  in  1835  and 
whose  given  name  was  Elizabeth,  the  same  as  that  of  my  grandmother  Harrison,  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  in  Arkansas  until  her  death.  Her  daughter,  Margaret  Ellen  Duval, 
and  Ellen's  husband,  J.  C.  Hathaway,  lived  for  a  number  of  years  at  Paris,  Texas. 

They  had  a  son,  so  I  have  been  told,  whose  name  was  Willie  Hathaway,  who  became  a 
really  brilliant  young  man.  In  my  search  I  have  been  unable  to  locate  Willie  or  any 
of  the  family  since  the  Paris  days  of  the  Hathaways.  The  marriage  license  issued 
on  December  30,  1864,  shows  her  name  as  Elizabeth  Duval.  The  1860  Census  reveals 
the  fact  that  her  first  husband  was  John  Duval.  He  probably  lost  his  life  in  the 
War  Between  the  States.  Elizabeth  Duval  Harrison,  after  my  grandfather  Harrison's, 
death  on  May  30,  1875,  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  -Keener-— initials  no-t  given  —  ^ c&tsfc&n* 
according  to  a  Deed  Record  I  have  seen  at  the  Waldron  County  Courthouse  in  Scott  County, 
Arkansas . 


Until  the  Kansas  City  Southern  Railway  from  Kansas  City,  Missouri  to 
Port  Arthur,  Texas',  was  built  in  1896,  Waldron  was  little,  if  any,  bigger 
than  Pilot  Prairie,  and  Mena  did  not  exist  at  all.  During  the  twenty-seven 
years  when  my  grandfather  lived  in  Arkansas,  Dallas  was  a  fine  pioneer 
county  scat.  It  was  the  Stagecoach  Post  Office  of  the  Ouachita  Forest  and 
mountain  area  of  Western  Arkansas.  When  the  Kansas  City  Southern  Railroad 
was  being  built j  Dallas  was  on  the  direct  route  the  railway  officials  planned 
to  run  the  line.  There  were  two  prosperous  citizens  of  Dallas  who  jointly 
owned  certain  land  in  the  Dallas  area  that  was  needed  by  the  railroad  company. 
One  was  willing  to  sell  his  part  of  the  right  of  way  at  a  reasonable  sum,  but 
the  other  held  out  for  an  extortionate  price.  The  railroad  officials  refused 
to  pay  the  price  and  changed  the  route,  as  a  result  of  which  Mena,  Arkansas, 
the  present  county  seat  of  Polk  County,  was  born,  and  in  a  course  of  years 
the  town  of  Dallas,  five  miles  south,  died.  The  two  men 'are  now  in  well 
marked  graves  in  the  crowded  but  I  fear  somewhat  neglected  Dallas  CemetcryJ 
All  that  remains  of  Dallas,  Arkansas  is  the  lonely  cemetery  and  one  general, 

old  fashioned  store  and  two  or  throe  nearby  farm  houses. 

*  # 

Many  times,  especially  in  his  late  years,  my  father  told  his  children  of 
the  beautiful  scenes  of  his  childhood  and  teen-age  days  in  Polk  and  Scott 
Counties  in  Arkansas.  Wc  thought  he  was  an  old  man  dreaming.  When  we  spoke 
of  big  rocks,  my  father  would  say  they  were  pebbles  compared  to  the  big  boulders 
of  >fegtem  Arkansas.  If  we  saw  trees  that  wc  thought  were  big  and  stately, 
ho  chided  us  by  saying,  "If  you  think  they  are  big  and  beautiful,  you  ought  to 
soo  the  trees  whore  I  grew  up  in  .rkaisas".  If  we  spoke  of  mountains  in 
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Central  North  Texas,  where  our  family  has  lived,  he  would  say:  "PshawJ  Those 
are  hills  compared  to  the  mountains  on  which  I  played  as  a  boy  at  Dallas  and 
Waldron,  Arkansas."  And  we  thought  over  and  over  that  "Papa"  was  becoming 
childish;  "A  characteristic  of  'old  ape', "we  would  say.  "Surely,  he  is  just 
cn  old  man  romanticizing  the  land  of  his  birth. "  We  were  wrong J  My  family 
and  I  have  visited  Polk  County,  Arkansas  durin  '  each  of  the  past  two  summers 
and  now  I  know  my  father  was  not  dreaming.  "The  rocks  and  the  trees  and  the 
nountains  of  which  he  spoke  are  still  there. 

Polk  and  Scott  Counties  are  a  picturesque  section  of  the  scenic  Ouachita 
National  Forest.  They  arc  in  the  Ouachita  Mountains;  It  was  through  this 
mountainous  area  that  my  father  and  his  twin  brother,  Harvey,  aid  his  older 
brother,  Tom,  stationed  enroute  at  equidistant  localities  as  teen-age  couriers, 
carried  the  mail  in  relays  back  and  forth  to  the  Stagecoach  Post  Office  of 
Dallas  from  Waldron  and  intervening  points.  My  grandfather  was  the  Postmaster 
of  Dallas  for  four  years.  Well  can  I  understand  now  that  my  father  was  not 
trying  simply  to  entertain  his  chi?_drcn  when  he  told  us  of  how  scared  he  and 
his  brothers  were  when  ho  and  they  were  on  their  night  horseback  rides  carry¬ 
ing  the  mail  through  the  mountains  of  Arkansas  and  heard  the  cries  and  the 
roars  and  the  fury  of  wild  beasts  and  were  sometimes  accosted  by  ruffians. 

There  is  a  shady  lake  27  miles  from  Mena  with  27  acres  of  wonderful 
fishing  water  in  the  Mena  Recreational  .'.rca  of  the  Ouachita  -  pronounced  like 
VJashita  -  National  Forest.  Boat  and  bathhouse  facilities  for  visitors  are 
maintained  during  the  swimming  and  fishing  season  together  with  camp  grounds' 
and  concessions.  There  is' a  Drive  that  winds  up  the  mountains  north  of  Mena, 
reaching  an  elevation  of  2,800  foot,  atop  of  which  a  look-out  station  is 
maintained  and  from  which  all  who  go  there  can  see  the  wonders  of  the  Arkansas 
skies  o.s  "Papa"  and  his  brothers  saw  th.cn  in  the  days  of  their  ycuth  when  they 
scaled  these  self-same  heights  without  the  modern  day  benefit  of  an  elevator 
in  th^  f  o'"’  of  a  motor  driven  carl 
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THE  REV.  DANIEL  BLUFORD  HARRISON  FAMILY  RECORD 

PREPARED  IN  19$1 
BY 

HASTINGS  HARRISON,  SON  OF  JAMES  J.  (JIM)  HARRISON 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Bluford  Harrison  married' Mary  Elizabeth  Joplin  in  Tennessee 
or  Mississippi,  presumably  in  early  lQU3» 


Daniel  Bluford  Harrison 

*  / 

Born  in  Tennessee^  September  l5, '  l8l,5 
Died  in  Texarkana,  Texas,  May  30,  l3?5> 
Buried  at  Texarkana,  Arkansas  or  Texas 

Their  children  were  as  follows: 


Mary  Elizabeth  Joplin 

Bom  in  Tennessee,  '  1823 
Died  in  Dallas,  Arkansas,  October  ,1863 
Buried  at  Dallas,  Polk  County,  Arkansas 


-Rexam a  Harrison 

a  #  /  •  • 

Bom  in  Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi,  January  9,  l&hh 

Married  William  P.  Oliver  at  Dallas,  Arkansas,  March  6,  i860  '  ' 

Died  in  Gavinsville,  Red  River  County,  Texas,  in  her  60th  year, Oct,  30,1903 
Buried  by  her  husband  in  Binion  Cemetery,  Talco,  Titus  County,  Texas 

Twins:  Sarah  Jane  Harrison  and' Nancy  M.  Harrison,  born  in  Tishomingo  County, 
Mississippi,  February  1,  18U5 


-Sarah  Jane  Harrison 


Married  Tyra  Pickens  Reece  at  Dallas,  Arkansas,  January  26,  i860 
Died  in  Erath  County,  Texas,  in  her  80th  year,  on  March  6,  192lf 
Buried  by  her  husband  at  Wesley  Chapel  Cemetery,  near  Bluffdale,  Texas 

-Nancy  M,  Harrison 

Married  John'L.  Fleming  in  Red  River  County,  Texas,  September  2,  1065 
Died  at  Hoyt,  Oklahoma,  in  her  99th  year,  on  Dedember  23,  19U3 
Buried  by  her  husband  at  Stigler,  Oklahoma 

-William  Henry  Harrison 

Bom  in  Sevier  County,  Arkansas,  in  18U8 

-Thomas  Bluford  (Tom)  Harrison 

■>  •  « 

Bom  at  Dallas,  Arkansas,  July  10,'l8$0  '  ' 

Married  Margaret  Gordon' at  Waldron,  Scott  County,  Arkansas,  Nov.  2h,  1868 
Died  at  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  in  his  78th  year,  on  September  3,  1927 


■ 
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Daniel  Bluford  Harrison  Family  Reoord  (Continued) 


Nathaniel  Harrison 

Born  at  Dallas,  Arkansas,  in  1852 
-Catherine  Harrison 

Bom  at  Dallas,  Arkansas,  April"  1,  1855  ' 

Harried  "illian  Fite  at  1/aldron,  Arkansas,  August  25,  1371 
Died  at  Spur,  Texas,  In  her  95th  year,  on  April  27,  1957 
Buried  in  the  Spur  Cemetery 

Tvdns:  James  Johnson  (Jim)  Harrison  and  John  Harvey  Harrison,  bom  at  Dallas, 
Arkansas,  April  l6,  1856 

-Janes  Johnson  (Jim)  Harrison 

Harried  Savannah  Elizabeth  Dial,  at' the  hone  of  her  parents.  Hr.  and  Hrs, 
Andrew  H.  Sickens,  in  Fannin  County,  Texas,  Ilovnnber  22,  1803 
Died  at  Dallas,  Dallas  County,  Texas,  in  his  88th  year,  on  August  31,  1953 
Buried  by  his  wife  at  Laurel  Land  Cemetery,  Dallas,  Texas 

-John  Harvey  Harrison 

Married  Hattie  Grant  at  the  home  of  Arch  Grant,  her  father,  near  Clarksville 
Texas,  December' 25,  1832 

Died  at  Detroit,  Texas,  in  his  67th  year,  on  January  8,  1923 
Buried  by  his  wife  in  the  Detroit  Cemetery 

-Susan  Ann  (Susie)  Harrison 

Born  at  Dallas,  Arkansas,  1858 

Harried  Charles  C.  Manor  at  Taldron,  Arkansas,  or  Leonard,  Texas,  abcut  1877 
Died  at  Leonard  &bout-i8S9-  /s  8  ¥■ 

Buried  at  or  near  Leonard 

~Qp&  Ann  (Opie)  Harrison 

Bora  at  Dallas,  Arkansas,  April  22,  i860 

Married  Radolphus  (Buck)  Stephens  at  Leonard,  Fannin  County,  Texas,  November 

25,  1880 

Died  at  Torrence,  California,  in  her  77th  year,  on  February  17,  1932 
Buried  in  Roosevelt  Cemetery,  near  Torrence 


•Belle  Zona-  Harrison 

Born  at  Dallas,  Arkansas,  Hay  17,  1862 

Harried  John  'fesley  Howard  at  Leonard,  Te::as,  December  30,  i860 

Died  at  Lipan,  Palo  Pinto  County,  Texas,  in  her  65th  year,  on  June  21,  1925 

Buried  by  her  husband  in  the  Evergreen  Cemetery  at  Lipan 


CENSUS  RECORDS  OF  THE  DANIEL  BLUFORD  HARRISON  FAMILY  AND  C AMENTS 
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tB5Q  Sevier  County,  Arkansas  Census 
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Corments 

My  grandfather's  wife,  my  grandmother,  was  Mary  Elizabeth  Joplin  Harrison. 
Mahala’s  name  was  changed  in  her  early  childhood  to  Sarah  Jane.  She  and  Nancy 
were  twins.  Since  I  wrote  the  Abridged  History  of  my  grandfather  I  have  dis¬ 
covered  that  his  age  was  listed  when  the  above  census  was  taken  in  January  1850 
as  33  instead  of  3U.  Subsequent  censuses  of  i860  and  1870  were  taken  in  the 
fall,  probably  after  his  birthday  on  September  l5th.  It  is  possible  that  my 
prandfather  was  born  just  9  months  and  1  day  after  his  sister,  Rachel  Adline 
Harrison  (Mrs.  David)  Hawkins,  but  I  doubt  it.  If  he  was  33  and  not  3h  when 
the  1850  census  was  taken,  then  the  three  old  Bible  Records,  still  extant,  of 
my  aunts  Roxana  and  Nancy  and  of  my  uncle  Harvey  were  in  error,  and  my  grand¬ 
father  was  bom  on  September  1$,  I8l6,  instead  of  September  1$,  l8l5,  as  indica¬ 
ted  in  their  Bibles.  In  my  general  story  I  accepted  the  Bible  Records. 


I  am  sure  that  my  grandfather,  Daniel  Bluford  Harrison,  was  named  Daniel  for 
his  father,  Daniel  R.  Harrison,  and  "Bluford  for  his  uncle  Simeon  Bluford  Rucker, 
a  brother  of  his  mother,  Susannah  Rucker  (Mrs.  Daniel  R. )  Harrison. 


i860  Polk  County,  Arkansas  Census 
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John  Harvey  and  James  Johnson  (Jim)  Harrison  were  twins.  Jim  was  my  father. 
Sarah  Jane  Reece  and  Eoxana  Oliver  were  married  daughters  of  Ifaniel  Bluford  and 
‘‘ary  Elizabeth  Joplin  Ha^jison.  My  grandfather  served  seven  years  as  Circuit  and 
ountyDierk,  and  from  -April'1_860  to  -April/,l86U  as  County  and  Probate  Judge  of 
oik  County,  Arkansas.  He  preached  and  farmed  at  the  same  time.  He  was  one  of 


the  biggest  taxpayers  in  the  County.  His  renditions  for  taxes  were:  Real  Es¬ 
tate  $2500  and  Personal  Property  $1500.  Then,  as  now,  property  was  rendered  by 
all  citizens  at  far  less  than  the  actual  values. 

1870  Scott  County,  Arkansas  Census 
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Comments 

After  the  death  in  October  1863  of  my  grandmother,  Mary  Elizabeth  Joplin 
(Mrs.  Daniel  B.)  Harrison,  my  grandfather  married  a  widow  by  the  name  of  Elizabeth 
Duval.  His  tax  renditions  had  dropped  in  10  years  from  $2,500  for  Real  Estate  to 
$500,  and  from  $1,500  for  Personal  Property  to  $835.  The  reasons  for  his  losses  have 
been  explained  in  my  general  story.  Two  of  his  sons,  William  Henry  and  Nathaniel, 
had  died  in  the  10  year  interim.  His  three  oldest  daughters,  Roxana,  Nancy  and  Jane, 
and  his  oldest  living  son,  Thomas  Bluford  (Tom),  were  married.  They  and  tne  six 
listed  in  the  1870  census  account  for  his  10  children  alive  at  the  time. 

In  the  Census  of  Red  River  County,  Texas,  of  1860,  is  shown  the  first  family  of 
my  grandfather’s  second  wife  as  follows: 

John  Duval  -  24  -  Carpenter  -  Born  in  Arkansas 

Elizabeth  Duval  -  24  -  Wife  -  Born  in  Indiana 

William  Duval  -  2  -  Son  -  Born  in  Red  River  County,  Texas 

Ellen  Duval  -  3/12  -  Daughter  -  Bom  in  Red  River  County,  Texas 

It  is  obvious  that  the  census  taker  in  Scott  County,  Arkansas,  in  1870,  misspelled 
the  Duval  name. 


THE  TWELVE  CHILDREN  OF 

DANIEL  BLUFORD  HARRIS®  AND  MART  ELIZABETH  (JOPLIN)  HARRIS® 
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The  twelve  children  of  Daniel  Bluford  Harrison  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
(Joplin)  Harrison,  all  of  whom  are  deceased,  were  reared  to  succor  the 
unfortunate,  "to  hate  evil,  to  lovo  nercy  and  to  do  pood,®  and  they  lived 
up  to  their  parental  precepts  all  of  their  blessed  collective  lives  of  over 
760  years.  Their  avcrape  age  was  63^  years.  Ten  of  the  children  reached 
maturity,  married,  and  established  homes  of  their  own.  These  ten,  a  pro¬ 
lific  group,  honored  their  parents  with  66  grandchildren,  31  of  whom  are 
living  at  the  present  time.  Eight  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Daniel 
Bluford  Harrison  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Joplin)  Harrison  lived  to  be  from  6I4. 
to  nearly  99,  six  of  the  eight,  from  78  to  99.  Seme  of  the  ten  were 
reasonably  prosperous  and  achieved  a  limited  degree  of  affluence.  None 

ever  wealthy,  none  famous,  but  all  were  respected  and  reputable  citi¬ 
zens  who  lived  highly  useful  lives.  Home-owning,  sober  and  substantial 
people  of  integrity  and  high  ideals,  they  influenced  multitudes  for  good. 

They  loved  their  families  and  generously  supported  in  deed  and  in  substance 
their  churches  and  the  civic  and  educational  organisations  of  their  commun¬ 
ities.  They  were  democratic,  law-abiding,  self-reliant,  sacrificial,  fear¬ 
less,  independent  and  courageous.  A  Bible -reading,  Christ-loving  and 
reverential  group,  they  reared  their  children  in  the  fear  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord.  Their  mother  had  died  and  their  fine  parental  residence  at  Dallas, 
Arkansas,  had  been  destroyed  by  fire  while  the  War  Between  the  States  was 
raging  and  when  all  of  them  were  young,  including  the  two  daughters  who  were 
married  at  that  time.  Two  of  the  children,  Henry  and  Nathaniel,  died  in 
their  teens.  The  other  ten  who  established  homes  of  their  own  did  so  during 
the  cruelly  hard  days  in  the  South  that  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  war.  In 
the  light  of  this  background  we  can  readily  understand  and  appreciate  their 
depth  of  human  sympathy  and  compassion  for  all  people  who  stood  in  need  of 
help. 


The  children  of  Daniel  Bluford  Harrison  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Joplin) 
Harrison  were  brought  up  as  staunch  Presbyterians.  The  three  sons,  Thomas, 
James,  and  Harvey,  and  perhaps  some  of  their  sisters,  remained  true  and 
steadfast  Presbyterians  to  the  end,  but  most  of  the  girls  married  Baptists 
or  Methodists  and  perhaps  properly  strayed  away  from  the  church  of  their 
parents.  My  father,  James  J.  (Jim)  Harrison,  was  ordained  an  elder  in  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  at  the  age  of  26,  and  continued  as  an  elder 
in  the  reunited  Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.  A.,  after  the  reunion  took  place 
until  his  death  in  his  88th  year.  Uncle  Harvey  and  Uncle  Tom  were  likewise 
elders  in  the  church.  These  three  faithful  sons  reflected  honor  upon  their 
father  by  their  leadership  of  his  church.  All  of  the  12  children,* including 
Henry  and  Nathaniel,  at  one  time  or  another  moved  from  Arkansas  to  Texas. 

Aunt  Nancy  and  Uncle  Tom  lived  for  a  few  years  before  their  death,  and  are 
buried,  in  Oklahoma,  and  Aunt  Opa  Ann  spent  her  last  years  and  is  buried  in 
California.  All  the  others  lived  out  their  lives  and  are  buried  in  Texas. 

Aunt  Nancy  won  the  race  of  life  for  longevity  among  the  12  Harrison 
children.  Had  she  lived  one  month  and  seven  days  longer  than  she  did,  she 
would  have  celebrated  her  99th  birthday,  which  was  annually  observed  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  her  family  and  other  relatives.  My  brother,  Hubert,  and  I,  and  Mary 
Catherine  (Grimes)  Heame,  granddaughter  of  Aunt  Catherine  Fite,  and  my  aged 
father,  were  present  at  the  large  gathering  in  her  honor  on  her  95th  birthday. 
Aunt  Catherine  ran  a  strong  second.  She  was  in  her  9Uth  year  at  the  time  of 
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12  CHILDREN  OF  THE 

II  i  R  1 


REV.  DANIEL  B.  AND 
ELIZABETH  JOPLIN  HARRISON 


Left  to  Right:  John  Harvey  Harrison, 
Thomas  Bluford  (Tom)“'Harrison,  and 
Jamea  J.  (Jim)  Harrison. 


Roxana  Harrison  (Mrs.  .V.  P.)  Oliver 


Belaonia  Harrison  (Mrs.  John  Wesley) 
Howard,  left,  and  Sarah  Jane 
Harrison  (Mrs.  Tyra  Pickens) 

Reece. 


Catherine  Harrison 
(Mrs.  Wm.  C.)  Fite 


H?rrison  (Mrs. 
Radolphus)  Stephens 


Nancy  Harrison  (Mrs. 
John^f.)  Fleming  in 
her  96th  Year 


Susan  (Susie)  Harrison 
(Mrs.  Charles)  Maner 


her  death.  My  father,  James  J.  (Jim)  Harriscn,  who  came  next,  won  the  race 
among  the  boys,  having  been  in  his  88th  year  when  he  received  his  Heavenly 
summons.  Uncle  Nathaniel,  who  was  13  at  the  time  of  his  death, ^was  the 
youngest  to  go.  My  father  told  me  that  his  brother,  Nat,  died  in  his  sleep 
and  that  he  was  buried  at  or  near  Cherry,  in  Red  River  County,  Texas. 

William  Henry  Harrison,  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  l£,  ran  away  from  home 
and  joined  the  Confederate  Army,  as  did  thousands  of  other  boys  of  his  age. 
When  the  war  was  over  and  the  South  laid  prostrate,  Henry  sought  a  better 
life  in  the  young  state  of  Texas.  He  obtained  a  job  on  a  ranch  in  Hamilton 
County.  My  father  told  me  that  in  late  1%U  his  father  received  a  letter 
from  a  nan  in  Hamilton  County,  in  which  the  nan  said  that  Henry  had  been 
thrown  by  a  wild  horse  and  killed  and  riven  a  Christian  burial.  Henry  was 
16  at  the  time  of  his  reported  death.  Federal  Census  Records  of  Savior 
County,  Arkansas,  clearly  establish  the  fact  that  Henry  was  born  in  Arkansas 
in  181:8. 

Never  shall  I  forget  my  father's  great  statement  of  faith  the  day  before 
his  death.  In  that  statement  he  said:  "I  have  lived  a  long  life  and  God  has 
been  good  to  me.  I  know  that  I  am  dying  and  I  am  ready  and  I  want  to  go.  I 
den't  think  anyone  who  has  tried  to  live  right  is  ever  afraid  to  die,  but 
none  of  us  want  to  suffer.  I  don't  want  you  children  worrying  over  me  when 
I  am  gone,  for  when  I  die  I  am  sure  I  am  going  straight  to  Heaven,  if  there 
is  a  Heaven,  of  which  fact  I  cannot  have  a  single  doubt]” 

Surely,  "death  was  swallowed  up  in  victory  for  him. " 

Aunt  Jane  was  the  youngest  to  wed  among  the  ten  children  who  lived  to 
maturity.  She  was  nearly  Vj>  when  she  married  Reverend  Tyra  Rcccc,  a  Baptist 
minister.  Aunt  Roxanna  was  the  next.  When  she  married  William  P.  Oliver, 
she  was  gust  a  trifle  past  l6.  Both  Aunt  Jane  and  Aunt  Roxanna,  in  the 
presence  of  many  friends,  wore  married  at  their  parental  heme  at  Dallas, 
Arkansas.  The  war  clouds  were  gathering  between  the  states  at  that  time, 
which  at  least  partially  explains  why  they  married  as  young  as  they  did. 

And  youthful  marriages  were  far  more  prevalent  in  their  day  than  now.  The 
subsequent  four  years  of  service  of  Tyra  Reece  and  William  P.  Oliver  in  the 
Confederate  Army  honored  net  only  themselves,  but  also  their  young  and  faith¬ 
ful  wives. 

Aunt  Nancy  was  the  eldest  of  the  Harriscn  girls  at  the  timo  of  her 
marriage.  She  was  nearing  22  when  she  married  a  stalwart  Confederate  veteran 
of  the  full  four  years  of  the  war,  John  L.  Fleming.  Uncle  John  was  a  happy 
person  whose  unusual  laugh  always  attracted  attention.  Aunt  Nancy  postponed 
her  wedding  for  two  or  throe  years,  so  my  father  told  me,  to  take  care  of 
their  father  and  his  young  children  who  were  still  at  home  at  the  time  of 
the  death  of  their  mother  in  1863.  When  my  grandfather  married  again,  Aunt 
Nancy  carried  out  her  postponed  marital  plans. 

Aunt  Jane,  twin  of  Aunt  Nancy,  who  was  in  her  3 Oth  year  at  the  time  of 
her  death,  won  the  prize  for  the  number  of  children  among  Daniel  Bluford 
Harriscn  and  Elizabeth  Harrison's  ten  children  who  married.  She  and  Uncle 
Tyra  Reece  were  blessed  with  13  children]  Aunt  Nancy  won  the  boobic  prize 
vith  only  two,  but  her  two  sons  redeemed  her  with  numerous  children  and  grand 
children  to  honor  her  name  and  memory.  One  of  her  grandsons,  Herschel  Flenin 
is  now  and  has  been  for  several  years,  one  of  the  most  useful  and  popular 
county  sheriffs  in  the  state  of  Texas,  with  his  headquarters  at  Abilene, 


In  19li8,  the  Into  Rasse  Recce,  a  granclscn,  Mrs.  Irene  Brawn,  a  grand¬ 
daughter,  and  Roy  H.  Reece,  the  youngest  son  of  Aunt  Jane  and  Uncle  I^yra 
Reece,  wrote  "The  History  of  the  Reece  Family  for  100  years  in  Texas".  It 
was  a  beautiful  stary  of  a  remarkable  family.  In  the  story,  the  authors  re¬ 
ferred  to  their  mother  and  grandmother,  my  Aunt  Jane,  as  having  been  kind, 
deliberate  and  thoughtful,  a  woman  whoso  love  for  her  family  and  devotion  to 
her  ideals  and  tc  her  God  were  a  benediction  tc  her  many  children  and  tc  all 
with  whom  she  came  in  contact.  They  ascribed  what  they  called  these  "Reece 
and  Harrison  characteristics  of  their  mother"  to  Roy’s  sister,  Carthcnia. 

Aunt  Jane’s  life  must  have  been  a  benediction!  She  married  a  Baptist  min¬ 
ister;  her  daughter,  Carthcnia,  married  a  Baptist  minister,  John  Gentry;  her 
late  son,  Denton  Rev.ce,  was  a  Baptist  minister,  and  Thomas  Elija  Reece  is 
.and  has  been  for  many,  many  years  a  Baptist  minister,  .‘ill  of  the  other 
children  of  ..unt  Jane  and  Uncle  Tyra  are  now  or  were  during  their  lifetime 
leaders  in  the  religious  and  civic  life  of  their  communities.  I  am  sure 
that  the  beautiful  characteristics  that  the  authors  of  the  Recce  story  as¬ 
cribed  to  Aunt  Jane  who  had  been  dead  for  2U  years  at  the  time  it  was 
written  can  be  ascribed  with  equal  justice  to  everyone  of  Aunt  Jane's  sisters, 
nssncly,  Roxanna,  Nancy,  Catherine,  Susan,  Opa  Ann  and  Belzonia,  who  was  known 
as  Belle. 

My  father,  James  J.  (Jim)  Harrison,  was  the  oldest  of  all  of  the  children 
at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  and  Uncle  Harvey,  his  twin  brother,  was  next. 

Papa  was  nearly  28  and  Uncle  Harvey  was  nearly  27  when  they  married.  Uncle 
Tom  had  been  married  seven  years  and  Aunt  Catherine  four,  when  their  father, 
Daniel  B.  Harrison,  died  on  May  30,  1875.  The  twin  boys  were  in  their  20th 
year  at  that  time.  When  they  learned  of  their  father’s  death,  so  my  father 
told  me,  he  and  Uncle  Harvey  jointly  vowed,  in  tribute  to  the  men  ry  of  their 
father  and  mother,  that  they  would  stick  together  and  help  take  care  of  and 
educate  their  sisters,  Susan,  Opa  Ann  and  Belzonia,  all  younger  than  they, 
and  that  neither  would  marry  until  these  three  sisters  had  full  opportunity 
to  do  so,  if  they  wished.  They  lived  up  to  that  agreement,  as  family  data 
clearly  shows.  They  were  always  proud  of  themselves  and  of  one  another  for 
having  kept  their  pledge  and  their  "baby  sisters"  loved  them  dearly  for  the 
sacrifice  they  had  ma do  In  their  behalf.  My  father’s  lit  years  of  loneliness 
after  mama's  death  were  brightened  by  the  many  endearing  letters  he  received 
from  Aunt  Belle  '  s  children.,, 

Thomas  Blufcrd  Harrison,  my  Uncle  Tom,  had  red  hair.  Since  my  hair  Ttfas 
red,  too,  he  was  always  partial  to  me  among  his  younger  relatives.  He  was 
tall,  rugged,  and,  I  thought,  handsome,  and  I  looked  up  to  him  and  visited 
him  and  his  family  when  over  I  could.  Uncle  Tan's  death  was  imminent  when 
his  wife,  Margaret  (Gordon)  Harrison,  died  on  August  27,  1927.  On  September 
Uth,  after  a  joint  funeral,  they  were  buried  in  the  same  grave  in  the  Rose 
Hill  Cemetery  at  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

When  Aunt  Roxanna  was  young  and  lived  in  Arkansas  with  her  parents,  she 
exchanged  visits  and  corresponded  with  the  children  of  her  Aunt  Rachel  A. 
Harrison,  who  was  the  wife  of  David  Hawkins.  She  and  her  cousin,  Albert 
Hawkins,  loved  Grach  other  dearly  and  carried  on  an  intimate,  understanding 
and  wholesome  correspondence  as  long  as  they  both  lived.  It  seems  likely, 
from  what  I  hear  from  surviving  relatives,  that  they  would  have  married  had 
they  not  been  first  cousins.  Aunt  Roxanna  and  Albert  Hawkins  married  others 
in  due  time  and  maintained  happy  homes.  .Albert's  good  wife  predeceased  him, 
as  did  Roxanna.  .'HI  through  the  years  he  had  kept  Aunt  Roxanna1  s  letters, 
neatly  bound  together  with  a  beautiful  ribbon.  Often,  he  would  untie  the 
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ribbon  and  read  her  letters  again  and  again.  When  he  died,  according  to  a 
letter  from  one  of  his  surviving  nieces,  Mrs,  Opa  Ann  Hawkins  Veteto  of  Hot 
Springs,  Arkansas,  the  letters  were  placed  in  his  casket  and  buried  with 
him,  which  was  in  keeping  with  his  request. 

Papa  always  spoke  of  his  eldest  dister,  Roxana,  as  a  beautiful  and 
charming  girl  who  set  a  fine  example  for  her  eleven  brothers  and  sisters  to 
follow.  Recently  Opa  Ann  Veteto  lent  me  her  Uncle  Albert  Hawkins1  picture 
of  my  Aunt  Roxana  long  enough  for  me  to  have  a  copy  made  of  it.  That  picture 
certainly  convinces  me  that  she  really  was  a  stunning  young  lady. 

Miss  Minnie  Small  of  Point  Cedar,  Arkansas,  a  first  cousin  of  Mrs. 

Veteto,  who  is  also  a  granddaughter  of  my  great  Aunt  Rachel,  has  written  me 
that  her  grandmother  and  grandfather  Hawkins  moved  to  Polk  County,  Arkansas, 
from  old  Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi,  in  early  18-58.  In  one  of  her  recent 
letters  to  me  Miss  Small  said:  "My  grandparents  lived  near  your  Harrison 
grandparents  in  Polk  County,  Arkansas,  until  late  in  1859  when  my  grandparents 
moved  to  Clark  County,  Arkansas,  where  they  lived  until  death.  My  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Roena  Hawkins,  told  me  many  times  about  two  of  your 
Aunts,  Jane  and  Nancy  Harrison,  who  were  twins  and  about  thirteen  years  of 
age  in  1858.  Being  near  the  sane  age,  my  mother  and  her  Cousins,  Nancy  and 
Jane,  had  a  lot  of  pleasure  together  and  loved  each  other  as  long  as  they 
lived.  Your  Aunt  Jane  named  one  of  her  daughters  for  my  mother.  My  mother 
said  that  your  grandmother  Harrison  assigned  to  Jane  and  Nancy  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  looking  after  their  little  twin  brothers,  Jim  and  Harvey,  then 
about  two  years  old.  Jane  was  supposed  to  take  care  of  Jim  and  Nancy  had 
charge  of  Harvey.  Mother  said  that  the  girls  referred  to  the  twin  boys  as 
'my  baby*  and  ’your  baby*.  She  said  that  the  boys  looked  so  much  alike  that 
their  sister-guardians  often  got  them  mixed  up  and  had  to  ask  their  mother  to 
straighten  them  out  and  tell  ’their  babies’  apart."  The  baby  Jim,  of  course, 
was  my  father. 

Herman  Hawkins  of  Nashville,  Arkansas,  another  grandchild  of  my  great- 
aunt  Rachel, lent  me  a  copy  of  a  teaching  contract  between  his  grandfather, 

David  Hawkins,  and  the  heads  of  families  in  Polk  County,  Arkansas,  for  a 
•Common  English  School'.  Because  of  the  sacredness  of  the  document  to. the 
Hawkins  family,  I  had  copies  made  of  it  and  returned  the  original  to  him  at 
once.  The  contract  with  David  Hawkins,  the  teacher,  was  dated  March  2a,  1859. 
David  contracted  to  teach  to  the  best  of  his  ability  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic,  the  school  to  be  taught  at  a  house  to  be  built  by  the  parents  for 
that  purpose.  He  agreed  to  run  the  school  for  a  period  of  a  six  months  term, 
five  days  a  week,  and  four  weeks  a  month,  wl  th  usual  school  hours.  David 
bound  himself  to  have  special  regard  for  the  morals  of  said  school  and  to  keep 
order.  The  subscribers  to  the  contract  in  effect  agreed  that  if  there  were 
unruly  big  boys  they  could  be  expelled  from  school  without  protest  and  with 
no  refunds  of  fees  paid  for  them.  The  subscribers  further  agreed  to  pay  to 
the  said  David  Hawkins  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  school  term  of  six  months 
*6.00  per  scholar.  My  grandfather,  Daniel  B.  Harrison,  signed  the  contract  for 
five  of  his  children,  and  his  brother-in-law,  William  C.  Jopling  —  the  spelling 
of  the  name  was  later  changed  by  the  family  to  Joplin  -  signed  up  for  three  of 
his  children  for  the  full  six  months  term,  and  one  for  a  l/2  term.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  my  Harrison  grandparents  old  enough  to  attend  school  in  1859,  were  my 
Atmts  Roxana,  Jane  and  Nancy,  and  my  Uncles  William  Henry,  Thomas  B.  (ion), 
and  Nathaniel. 


Miss  Florence  Hawkins,  who  lives  alternately  with  her  brother  Herman  at 
Kashvillo,  Arkansas,  and  her  sister  Opa  /inn  at  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  has 
graciously  given  me  a  number  of  priceless  old  letters  that  her  grandmother 
»ichel  Harrison  Hawkins  received  from  Harrison  relatives,  Among  the  letters 
vere  two  from  my  Uncle  Tom  Harrison,  and  one  each  from  Aunt  Jane  Harrison 
(Mrs.  Tyre)  Reece  and  Roxana  (lirs.  William  P. )  Oliver.  Aunt  Roxana’s  letter 
vas  dated  February  26,  1373,  and  posted  at  Cauthan  Post  Office,  Red  River  County, 
Texas.  In  the  letter  to  her  Aunt  Rachel,  Aunt  Roxana  inquired  about  and  sent 
her  love  to  her  Uncle  Albert  Daniel  Harrison,  who  also  lived  in  Clark  County, 
Arkansas.  She  asked  that  her  Aunt  Rachel  and  her  Uncle  Albert  and  the  members 
of  their  families  please  write  to  her  more  often.  She  listed  her  five  children 
at  that  time  by  name,  and  praised  Texas!  She  urged  her  Aunt  Rachel  and  her 
Uncle  Albert  to  move  to  this  State.  Aunt  Roxana  thrillingly  reported  that  "this 
country  is  improving  fast".  She  said;  "The  railroad  will  be  running  to  Clarks¬ 
ville,  our  county  seat,  by  next  fall." 

Uncle  Tom’s  letters  to  his  aunt  Rachel  were  written  on  May  25,  1885,  and 
June  30,  of  the  same  year.  He  told  his  Aunt  where  all  of  his  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  then  alive  were  residing.  He  said  that  all  except  Roxana  who  lived  in 
Titus  County,  Texas,  and  Harvey,  who  lived  in  Red  River  County,  Texas,  were 
living  in  Fannin  County,  Texas,  all  but  one  near  Leonard.  The  substance  of  his 
two  letters  is  somewhat  as  follows:  "Jim  lives  in  300  yards  of  me,  Belzonia 
2  miles,  Jane  and  Catherine  l/2  mile,  and  Nancy  several  miles  away  -  close  to 
Wolfe  City.  Bill  Fite,  Catherine’s  husband,  died  in  Denton  County  last  November. 
I  went  over  to  Denton  County  and  moved  Sis  and  her  children  near  me.  Sister 
Susan  died  last  December  and  left  two  boys  and  two  girls.  Both  Susan  and  Bill 
died  of  pneumonia.  Tyra  Reece,  Jane’s  husband,  and  John  Fleming,  Nancy's  hus¬ 
band,  are  preaching.  Cousin  Daniel  R.  Harrison  of  Snith  County,  Texas,  came  to 
see  us  last  winter.  He  is  coming  back  next  summer  for  our  meeting.  Vfe  have 
camp  meetings  every  summer.  Please  come  and  sec  us  then  and  bring  Uncle  .'.lbcrt 
with  you.  If  you  can’t  come,  please  send  us  your  picture  and  Uncle  Albert's 
picture.  If  you  cannot  come  and  we  never  meet  again  in  this  world,  I  hope  that 
we  will  meet  in  yonder's  world." 

Uncle  Tom  concluded  one  of  his  letters  by  telling  how  he  was  getting  along 
and  praising  Texas!  In  the  conclusion  he  said:  "I  bought  a  farm  three  years 
ago  and  have  made  money  on  it  ever  since  I  traded  for  it.  I  live  3  miles  from 
Red  River.  The  country  between  me  and  the  River  is  thickly  settled.  I  live 
200  yards  from  a  good  railroad  and  only  1/2  mile  from  Leonard.  Corn  is  selling 
for  50  cts  a  bushel,  wheat  80  cts,  oats  30  cts,  bacon  10  cts  a  pound.  Texas  is 
a  fine  state  and  as  for  myself  I  am  satisfiedj" 

Aunt  Jane  wrote  her  Aunt  Rachel  on  July  11,  1885,  telling  her  of  her  sorrow 
over  the  deaths  of  her  sister  Susie  and  her  sister  Catherine's  husband,  Bill 
Fite.  She  rave  a  report  on  her  living  brothers  and  sisters,  the  state  of  their 
health,  the  number  of  their  children  at  the  time,  and  stated  that  her  grand¬ 
mother,  Nancy  (Mrs.  Silas  M.)  Jopling  in  Polk  County,  Arkansas,  then  85,  was 
still  alive.  Aunt  Jane  said  that  her  husband  was  a  preacher  and  that  she  and  he 
had  9  children,  and  that  all  of  them  "big  enough  to  know'  belonged  to  the  church. 
<mnt  Jane  made  a  plea  for  a  picture  of  her  Aunt  Rachel  and  her  Uncle  Albert, 
saying  plaintively,  "If  I  can’t  see  you  all  I  sure  want  your  pictures."  Like 
her  sister,  Roxana,  and  her  brother  Tom,  Aunt  Jane  praised  the  Lone  Star  State! 

In  the  opening  paragraph  of  her  letter  Aunt  Jane  said:  "We  have  a  good  country. 

have  been  living  here  9  years.  We  have  a  pood  location  and  a  nice  farm.  We 
have  a  healthy  place,  pood  winter,  good  society,  and  good  people," 


Papa  and  Uncle  Harvey  were  twins,  spiritually  as  well  as  physically.,  Ho-- 
cause  of  this  fact  the  nenbers  of  their  two  families  have  always  been  very  close. 
One  day  when  Papa  and  Uncle  Harvey  were  about  lU  years  of  age.  they  were  helping 
a  nan  who  was  felling  forest  trees  on  their  father's  Arkansas  farm.  The  man  was 
up  in  the  trees  cutting  off  limbs.  Papa,  and  Uncle  Harvey  were  lifting  the  limbs 
nS  they  hit  chc  ground  and  placing  them  on  racks  and  saving  them  in  two.  The 
nan  lost  his  grip  on  his  axe  and  it  flew  down  and  struck  ny  father  in  the  face. 
Luckily  he  wasn’t  killed  by  the  axe.  The  axe  cut  his  upper  lie  apart  and  made 
n  gash  on  the  right  side  of  his  face.  Early  in  his  young  manhood  Papa  grew  an 
attractive  mustache  to  hide  the  ugly  scar  cn  his  lip.  Only  once  did  he  have  the 
mustache  shaved  off.  For  the  first  time  in  our  lives  my  mother,  my  brothers  and 
sister  and  I  saw  the  awful  scar.  All  of  us,  including  Papa,  himself,  were  greatly 
relieved  when  his  mustache  grew  back.  Except  for  the  scar  on  his  face,  which 
grew  less  pronounced  as  his  age  advanced,  Papa  and  Uncle  Harvey  remained  almost 
identical  twins  as  long  as  they  both  lived.  Their  twain  sisters,  Aunt  Nancy  .and 
/.unt  Jane,  got  them  mixed  up  when  they  were  babies.  As  long  as  they  lived, 
others,  including  members  of  their  immediate  families,  got  them  mixed  up  too. 

When  Papa  and  Uncle  Harvey  were  young  men.  Papa  went  from  Leonard  to  Cherry 
in  Red  River  County  to  visit  Uncle  Harvey.  A  few  years  before  Uncle  Harvey 
died  he  told  me  that  he  was  cnga.ged  to"  a  beautiful  young  lady  at  that  time. 
Desiring  to  show  his  twin  brother,  Jim,  a  good  time,  he  asked  his  fiancee  to 
arrange  a  date  with  one  of  her  girl  friends  for  him,  which  she  did.  After  Papa 
arrived,  and  a  friend  of  Uncle  ^arvey  coalin'  t  tell  which  was  he  and  which  was 
his  visiting  brother,  Uncle  Harvey  dcveloned  the  clever  idea  that  it  would  be 
fun  to  switch  dates  without  telling  the  girls.  Uncle  Harvey  got  along  fine  with 
Papa’s  date.  Papa  did  well  most  of  the  Sunday  with  Uncle  Harvey’s  sweetheart. 

He  and  Uncle  Harvey’ s  girl  rode  their  horses  from  her  house  to  church  in  the 
morning  and  back  heme  for  Sunday  dinner  with  hep  parents.  They  rode  to  the 
church  again  Sunday  afternoon  for  "Sunday  Singing",  and  back  home  for  supper. 

Until  after  the  supper,  neither  the  girl  nor  her  parents  suspected  what  had 
happened.  She  discovered  the  practical  joke  that  moonlit  night  when  once  more 
they  wre  riding  back  to  the  church  for  the  evening  service  -  shame  on  him. 

Papa  was  not  romantic  J  Uncle  r*arvey  had  neglected  one  small  detail  -  he  neg¬ 
lected  to  tell  Papa  that  he  and  the  rirl  were  engaged.  As  soon  as  the  twins  and 
their  dates  arrived  at  the  church  Uncle  Harvey's  finncec  broke  her  engagement, 
and  Uncle  Harvey's  heart!  She  refused  to  see  the  humor  in  the  incident, 
good  time  was  not  had  by  all.  Later  on,  Uncle  Harvey  was  glad  it  turned  out  as 
it  did.  He  met  Mattie  Grant  and  fell  in  love  with  and  married  and  adored  her 
as  long  as  she  lived. 

Once  upon  a  time,  at  our  home  in  Myra,  Texas,  Papa  and  Uncle  HarVcy  changed 
suits  and  ties  before  coming  to  breakfast.  They  reversed  the  seating  positions 
that  my  mother  had  previously  assigned  to  them  and  called  each  other  by  the 
ether's  name.  They  fooled  Lama  and  Aunt  Mattie  and  all  of  the  children  in  both 
families,  until  my  older  brother  Virgil  noticed  Papa's  scar  on  the  right  side  of 
his  face  and  exposed  the  fraud]  Everybody  laughed  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  their 
breakfast.  No  one  present  ever  forgot  the  incident. 

At  one  time  or  another  I  met  all  of  Papa’s  brothers  and  sisters,  with  the  ex¬ 
ceptions  of  course  of  Uncle' 'William  Henry,  Uncle  Nathaniel  and  Aunt  Susan,  all  of 
whom  died  before  I  was  bom.  Papa  and  his  brothers  and  sisters  had  a  wholesome 
sense  of  humor.  A  cheerful,  friendly  lot,  the;/  were  kind  and  good,  but  of  course 
nene  was  perfect  and  none  pretended  perfection.  ’While  they  had  their  share  of 
*  doles  and  frailties,  in  the  main  they  were  among  the  best  of  the  good  people  of 
their  generation.  I  am  sure  that  all  of  them  now  are  with  the  angels.  Hay  God 
^ st  their  souls  in  peace  and  let  His  light  shine  upon  them  forever. 


'  •  ■  ‘  ■"  -  ■ 


Roxanna  Harrison  and  William  P.  Oliver  Family 


fc- 
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William  P.  Oliver  and  Roxanna  Harrison 
home  of  her  parents,  March  6,  i860,  in 
B.  Harrison  and  many  friends. 

William  P.  Oliver 

Born  Hardeman  Co.,  Term.,  Aug. 23, 183 7 
Died  in  Titus  Co.,  Texas,  Feb.  4,1911 
Buried  in  Binion  Cemetery,  Talco, 

Titus  County 

Their  children  were  as  follows: 

-DeWitt  Clinton  (Dee)  Oliver 

Born  at  Dallas,  Ark.,  Dec.  18,  i860 

Married '  Beakie  Wynn  at  Talco  in  1882 

Married  Maud  Graf  at  Talco,  Titus  Co., 

Texas,  Feb.  14,  1895 

Died  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Texas,  April  10, 

1945 

Buried  at  Farmer's  Academy,  near  Mt. 
Pleasant 

-Huston  B.  Oliver 

Born  south  of  Clarksville,  Texas, 

February  27,  1864 

Died  at  Leonard,  Texas,  August  23, 
1887 

Buried  in  Binion  Cemetery 

-Joseph  Clay  (Joe)  Oliver 
Born  south  of  Clarksville,  Dec. 1,1867 
Married  Abelia  Morzanson  at  r’ilkinson, 
Titus  Co.,  Texas,  Feb.  28,  1890 
Died  at  Talco,  Oct.  10,  1904 
Buried  in  Binion  Cemetery 

-Laura  Lee  Oliver 

Born  south  of  Clarksville,  Oct.  15, 
1869 

Died  at  Talco,  Nov.  25,  1886 
Buried  in  Binion  Cemetery 


were  married  at  the  Dallas,  Arkansas 
the  presence  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Daniel 


Roxanna  Harrison 

Born  Tishomingo  Co., Miss.,  Jin.  9,1844 
Died  in  Gavinsville,  Red  River  County, 
Texas,  October  30,  1903 
Buried  in  Binion  Cemetery 


-Harvey  Oliver 

Born  south  of  Clarksville,  Oct. 15, 1871 
Died  at  Talco,  March  21,  1888 
Buried  in  Binion  Cemetery 

-Pearle  Ann  Oliver 

Born  south  of  Clarksville,  Feb.  1,1874 
Married  W.  H.  Hill  at  Welch  Bridge  at 
Talco,  June  4,  1899 
Died  at  Bagwell,  Red  River  County, 

Texas,  October  28,  1909 

Buried  at  Shamrock  Church  Cemetery 

near  Bagwell 

-Elijah  Oliver 

Born  south  of  Clarksville,  Dec.  17,  1375 
Died  at  Gavinsville,  Feb.  4,  1903 
Buried  in  Binion  Cemetery 

-John  PVanklin  Oliver 

Born  south  of  Clarksville,  Jan.  21,1878 

Died  at  Talco,  March  28,  1888 

Buried  in  Binion  Cemetery 

-William  Bluford  (Bill)  Oliver 
Born  at  Talco,  April  10,  1883 
Married  Eicy  Pemberton  at  Talco, 

April  12,  1903 

Address:  720  N.  Fillmore  Street, 
Amarillo,  Texas 


Sarah  Jane  Harrison  and  Rev.  Tyra  Pickens  Reece  Family 


"'V.  Tyra  Reece  and  Jane  Harrison  were  married  at  the  home  of  her  parents  at  Dallas 
•rkansas,  Jan.  26,  i860,  in  the  presence  of  the  Harrison  family  and'many  friends. 


?vra  Pickens  Reece 

3cm  Pickens  District,  S;C.,  July  I*,  1838 
plod  in  Erath  Co.,  Texas,  Jan.  2 5,  1916 
Puricd  Wesley  Chapel  Cemetery  near 
Diuffdale,  Texas 


Sarah  Jane  Harrison 

Bom  Tishomingo  Co.,  Miss.,  Fcb,l,l31o5 
Died  in  Erath  Co. ,  March  2ia,  192la 
Euried  at  Wesley  Chapel  Cemetery 


Their  children  were  as  follows: 


-Raney  Roena  Reece 

lorn  in  Arkansas,  Jan.  l6,  1861 

Married  William  F.  Howard,  Nov. 25,1880 

Died  November  10,  1938 

juried  at  Wesley  Chapel  Cemetery 


-Georgia  Anne  Reece 

^om  in  "Arkansas,  Jan.  la,  1863 

Married  William  J.  Harris,  Mar.  16,1890 

Died  January  20,  1938 

juried  at  Wesley  Chapel  Cemetery 

-Rev.  Eli  Denton  Reece 
Rom  Red  River  Co.,  Texas,  Apr.  21,1865 
Married  Frances  Cornelius  Bullock, 
February  2la,  1887 

Married  Amelia  Curlee  at  Estellene, 

Texas,  on  Seminary  Hill,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  Nov.  11,  1912 

Tied  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  March  3,  19h0 
juried  at  Mount  Olivet  Cemetery, Ft. Worth 


-Isah  S.  Reece 

am  Grayson  Co.,  Texas,  March  6,  1868 
Married  Tabby  Stephens,  Nova  25,  1889 
•Vidress:  Lipan,  Texas 


“Sarah  Elizabeth  Reece 
T-'m  Grayson  County,  Aug. '27,  187O" 
pied  at  Benton,  Ark. ,  Oct.  12,  1373 
•airicd  at  Benton 

“Gillian  Dec  Reece  ) 

;,:rn  Jiqe>niard ,  True Oct.  16,  1872 
■•^rried  Irene  Harris,  Dec.  21,  1899 
• --rcss:  501  Seventh  St. ,Brownwood, Texas 


••/-reptha  Reece - 

r‘t  LGonard,  August  la,  1875 
Sam  C.  Pumroy  in  1898 
:*cd  T.pril  2,  1399 
-  —  red  at  Shady  Grove 


-Grp  a  Bell  Reece 

Bom  at  Leonard,  Dec.  19,  1877 

Married  Butler  taker 

Died  in  Erath  County,  April  10,  1923 

Buried  in  Erath  County,  Texas 

-Rev.  Thomas  Elijah  Reece 
Eom  at  Leonard,  May  6,  1830 
Married  Marguerctte  Lola  Robertson, 
September  22,  1901 
Address:  Trenton,  Texas 

-Carthcnia  Mae  Reece 
Bom  at  Leonard,  December  23,  1833 
Married  Rev.  John  J.  Gentry,  Aug. 25, 1901 
Address:  1303  N.  1st  St.,  Lamosa,  Texas 

-Oscar  E.  Reece 
Bom  at  Leonard,  Oct.  la,  1885 
Married  Pcruvia  Casey,  Jan.  21,  1911 
Address:  Tolar,  Texas 

-Lula  B.  Reece 

Bom  at  Leonard,  Dec.  l6,  1888 
Married  James  Elam,  April  7,  1909 
Died  November  29,  1918 
Buried  at  Shady  Grove 

-Roy  H.  Reece  ' 

Bom  at  Leonard,  February  26,  1393 
Married  Bertha  Keene,  Jan.  11,  19l!a 
Business' address:  First  National  Bank 
Building,  Houston  2,  Tessas 
Residence  address:  1536  Vermont  St., 
Houston  6,  Texas 


C*v* 


Nancy  M,  Harrison  and  John  L.  Fleming  Family 


John  L.  Fleming  and  Nancy  M.  Harrison  were  married  in  Red  River 
County,  Texas,  September  2,  1865. 


John  L,  Fleming 

Born  in  White  County,  Tenn. , 

December  5,  l8U3 
Lied  at  Stigler,  Oklahoma 
November  2h,  1925 
Buried  in  the  Stigler  Cemetery 

Their  children  were  as  follows: 

-William  Alfred  (Willie)  Fleming 
Born  near  Clarksville,  Texas,  October  21,  1866 
Married  Roxie  Anna  Crawford,  August  5,  1888 
Married  Ophalcn  Tally,  August  5,  1903 
Died  at  Paris,  Texas,  July  27,  19 U5 
Buried  at  Pecan  Gap,  Texas 
His  first  wife  is  buried  at  Pecan  Gap 
His  second  wife  is  buried  at  Ladonia,  Texas 

-James  Harvey  Fleming 

Born  at  Dallas,  Arkansas,  November  l6,  18?6 
Married  Clatie  Durham,  December  2,  1897 
Died  at  Wolfe  City,  Texas,  August  19,  1916 
Buried  beside  his  wife  at  the  Wolfe  City  Cemetery 


Nancy  M.  Harrison 

Born  Tishomingo  County,  Miss., 
February  1,  loi.5 

Died  at  Hoyt,  Okla. ,  Dec.  23,  I9h3 
Buried  in  the  Stigler  Cemetery 
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Thomas  Bluford  (Ton)  and  Margaret  Gordon  Harrison  Family 


Thomas  Bluford  Harrison  and  Margaret  Gordon  were  married  at  Waldron, 
Arkansas,  November  2li,  1863. 


Thomas  Bluford  Harrison 

*  ,SSO 

Bom  at  Dallas,  Ark. ,  July  10,  i8i^- 
Diod  at  Tulsa,  Okla. ,  Sept.  3,  192? 
Buried  in  the  Rose  Kill  Cemetery 

at  Tulsa 

Iheir  children  wore  as  follows: 

-Mollie  Harrison 

Bom  at  Waldron,  Arkansas 

Died  at  Waldron 

Buried  in  the  Waldron  Cemetery 


Margaret  Gordon 

Bom  Cass  Co.,  Texas,  Feb.  23,  1853 
Died  at  Tulsa,  Aug.  27,  1927 
Buried  at  Rose  Hill  Cemetery 


-William  Henry  Harrison 

Bern  at  Waldron,  January  ID,  1873 

Married  Edith  Issic  at  Pendleton,  Oregon,  October  5,  190U 
Married  Mrs.  Faye  Phillips,  a  widow,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Faye  Williams,  at  Beaumont,  Texas,  on  June  17,  1939 
Died  at  Beaumont,  January  9,  19^3 

Buried  in  the  Forrest  HenorieJ.  Park  Cemetery,  Beaumont 
(His  widow's  address,  Mrs.  Henry  Harrison,  is  P.  0.  Box  29^7, 
Beaumont,  Texas) 

-John  (Johnny)  Harrison 
Bom  near  Clarksville,  Texas 

Married  Pearl  Bookout  at  Idabcl,  Oklahoma,  December  2U,  1910 
Died  at  Idabcl,  April  22,  1921 
Buried  in  the  Idabcl  Cemetery 

-Ila  Harrison 

Bern  near  Clarksville,  April  13,  1882 

Married  Hans  Edward  Carver'  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  May  27,  1912 
Address:  1332  East  3rd  St*,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma 


- 


Catherine  Harrison  and  William  Fite  Family 


o 
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William  Fite  and  Catherine  Harrison  were  married  at  Whldron,  Arkansas ,  at 
the  home  of  her  father  and  stepmother,  on  August  2h,  1871,  in  the  presence 
of  the  family  and  numerous  friends. 


William  Fite 

Bom  in  Tennessee,  Nov,  30,  18!|8 
Died  in  Denton  County,  Texas 
Buried  at  Aubrey  in  Denton  County 

Their  children  were  as  follows: 

-Lula.  E,  Fite 

Born  at  Waldron,  April  29,  1873 
Died  at  Waldron,  Sept,  l5,  1876 
Buried  at  Waldron 

-Etta  May  Fite 

Bom  at  Waldron,  Dec,  10,  l8?U 
Address:  Miss  Etta  Fite,  Spur,  Texas 

-Edgar  Fite 

Bern  Red  River  Co,,  Tex,,  Jan,  31,  1878 
Died  in  Red  River  Co. ,  Oct.  29,  1879 
Buried  in  Red  River  County 

-Maud  Fite 

Bom  in  Denton  Co,,  Tex,,  April  5,  1879 
Married  Robert  5.  Grimes,  July  U,  1899 
Died  at  Dallas^  To xas ,  March  9,  1932 
Buried  in  Hill  Cemetery  at  Dallas 

-Claud  D,  Fite 

Bom  in  Denton  Co,,  Oct.  2,  1880 
Married  Annie  Dotey  at  Marysville,  Cooke 
Co,,  Texas,  December  18,  1907 
Died  at  Ringgold,  Tex.,  Feb.  27,  1936 
Buried  in  the  Ringgold  Cemetery 


Catherine  Harrison 

Bom  at  Dallas,  Ark.,  April  1,  185U 
Died  at  Spur,  Texas,  ^pril  27,  19 U7 


-Lela  Fite 

Bom  in  Denton  Co.,  Feb.  27,  1882 
Married  Julian  S,  Evans  at  Dallas, 
Texas,  April  26,  1903 
Address:  Mrs,  Lela  Evans ,  Spur, Texas 

-Minnie  Fite 

Bom  at  Leonard,  Tex,,  June  17,1885 
Married  Chester  C.  Matthews,  Dec.  7, 
1920 

Address:  9l5  Shady  Lane,  Austin, Tex. 
-Fred  Fite  -* 

Bom  at  Leonard,  Jan.  28,  1891 
Married  Mayme  Squires  in  1915 
Address:  Lubbock,  Texas 

-Eddie  Fite  * 

Bom  at  Leonard,  Jan,  28,  1891 
Married  W.  C.  Gruben  in  June,  1913 
Died  March  U,  19lU 
Buried  in  the  Spur  Cemetery 


Twins 
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James  J.  (Jim)  and  Savannah  Elizabeth  Dial  Harrison  Family 


James  J.  Harrison  and  Savannah  Elizabeth  Dial  were  married  at  the  home  of 
her  parents,  Andrew  H.  and  Mary  Jane  Carder  (Dial)  Pickens  in  Fannin  County, 
near  Wolfe  City,  Texas,  on  November  22,  1883. 


Jane s  Johnson  (Jim)  Harrison 

Dorn  at  Dallas,  Ark.,  April  l6,  1856 
Died  at  Dallas,  Tex.,  Aug.  31,  19h3 
Buried  at  Laurel  Land  Cemetery  at  Dallas 

Iheir  children  were  as  follows: 

-Beulah  Harrison 

Born  at  Leonard,  Texas,  Oct.  15,  188b 
Died  at  Leonard,  July  11,  1888 
Buried  in  the  Leonard  Cemetery 

-James  Virgil  Harrison 
Born  at  Leonard,  Feb.  5,  188? 

Married  Jennie  Matheson  at  her  home 
at  Shannon,  Texas,  Sept,  lii,  1910  ' 
Business  address:  2lil  Nacol  Bldg., 
Wichita  Falla,  Texas 
Residence  address:  1900  Monroe  St., 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas 

-Eula  Harrison 

Born  at  Leonard,  Jan.  30,  1890 
Died  at  Gober,  Sept.  18,  1891 
Buried  in  the  Leonard  Cemetery 


Savannah  Elizabeth  Dial 

Bom  in  Alabama,  Oct.  16,  l86l 
Died  at  Dallas,  Texas,  June  22,  1930 
Buried  at  Laurel  Land  Cemetery, Dallas 


-Gay  Belle  Harrison 

Born  at  Gober,  Fannin  Co.,  Texas, 

April  18,  1892 

Married  Reugen  F,  Spivey  at  the  home 
of  her  parents,  Waxahachie,  Ellis  Co. , 
Texas,  May  29,  1917 
Died  at  Dallas,  Texas,  Jan.  16,  1939 
Buried  by  her  parents,  Laurel  Land 
Cemetery  at  Dallas 

-Andrew  Hastings  Harrison 
Bom  at  Leonard,  Nov.  20,  189U 
Married  Fay  Farmer,  of  Dawson,  Navarro 
Co.,  Texas,  Dec.  ll:,  1919 
Business  address:  1027-1028  National 
City  Bldg.,  Dallas  1,  Texas 
Residence  address:  Ii3l6  West  Potomac, 
Dallas  5,  Texas 

-Hubert  Daniel  Harrison 
Bom  at  Leonard,  December  10,  1896 
Married  May  Sanderson  at  the  home  of 
her  parents  in  Ennis,  Tex. , Apr. 18,1926 
Married  Billie  McIntosh  at  the  home  of 
Fay  and  Hastings  Harrison  at  Dallas, 
May  16,  191:6 

Business  address:  "Harrison^",  Wqxa- 
hachie,  Texas 

Residence  address:  Ferris  Avenue, 
Waxahachie,  Texas 
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John  Harvoy  and  Mattie  Grant  Harrison  Family 

Harvey  Harrison  married  Mattie  Grant  at  the  home  of  her  father,  Arch  Grant, 
near  Clarksville,  Texas,  December  2l|,  1382. 

John  Harvey  Harrison  Mattie  Grant 

Dom  at  Dallas,  Ark. ,  April  l6,  1856  Dorn  in  Tennessee,  July  21, -  1858 

Died  at  Detroit,  Red  River  County,  Died  at  Detroit,  October  26,  19lU 

Texas,  January  3,  1923  Buried  in  the  Detroit  Cemetery 

Duricd  in  the  Detroit  Ccnetcry 

Their  children  wore  as  follows: 

-Verna  Harrison 

Dom  at  Cherry,  near  Clarksville,  September  13,  1883 

Died  at  Cherry,  February  3,  1336 

Juried  at  Shamrock  Cemetery  near  Bagwell,  Texas 

-Daniel  Grant  Harrison 

Dorn  at  Cherry,  November  5,  1866 

Married  Ida  Upchurch  at  home  cf  her  parents  at  Detroit,  January  8,  1908 
Residence  address:  Detroit,  Texas 

-Vera  Harrison 

Dom  at  Cherry,  August  22,  1369 

Married  Dock  Gaddie  at  home  of  her  parents  at  Detroit,  December  1,  190? 
Residence  address:  Detroit,  Texas 

-Virgie  Harrison 

Dom  at  Cherry,  July  lli,  1092 

Married  Fred  Ellison  at  home  of  her  parents  at  Detroit,  January  21,  19lU 
Residence  address:  Detroit,  Texas 

-Vida  Harrison 

Dom  at  Cherry, '  December  1,  1895 

Married  Clyde  E.  Neighbors  at  the  home  of  her  widowed  father,  December  It,  1919 
Residence  address:  729  Dover  Street,  Dallas,  Texas 


Susan  (Susie)  Harrison  and  Charles  Manor  Family 


My  father  told  me  long  before  his  death  that  his  sister,  Susan, 
came  directly  to  Leonard,  Texas,  from  Waldron,  Arkansas.  He  said 
that  she  married  Charles  Manor  about  18716.  I  think  he  also  said  that 
they  married  at  Leonard,  Texas,  but  it  may  have  been  Vraldron,  Arkansas, 
instead. 

Uncle  Thomas  Bluford  Harrison  wrote  a  letter  on  June  30,  1885, 
from  his  home  at  Leonard,  Texas,  to  his  Aunt  Rachel  Adline  Harrison 
(Mrs,  David)  Hawkins  in  Clark  County,  Arkansas.  The  letter  was  given 
to  me  recently  by  Miss  Florence  Hawkins,  a  granddaughter  of  Rachel 
and  David  Hawkins.  In  his  letter  Uncle  Tom  told  his  Aunt  Rachel 
that  his  sister  Susan  died  in  December  of  the  previous  year,  188U, 
of  pneumonia,  and  left  four  children,  two  boys  and  two  girls.  My 
Cousin  Etta  Fife  remembers  three  of  the  children  as  Ozie,  Laura  and 
Luther.  She  said  Ozie  married  and  had  three  children,  having  died  at 
the  birth  of  the  third  child. 

I  have  made  a  wide  search  of  all  close  relatives  for  Aunt  Susan's 
husband  &nd  their  descendants.  Some  say  Luther  lived  in  or  near 
Lubbock,  Texas,  a  few  years  ago.  I  have  corresponded  with  the  Mayor, 
ministers,  the  Retail  Merchants  Association,  and  others  at  Lubbock, 
all  of  whom  have  said  if  Luther  ever  lived  in  that  vicinity  they  did 
not  know  him,  and  that  he  does  not  live  there  now.  I  have  probed 
every  clue  given  by  relatives  to  find  my  late  Aunt  Susan's  family, 
to  no  avail.  Much  to  my  sorrow,  I  must  report  that  Aunt  Susan’s 
husband  and  their  children  and  all  descendants  must  be  listed  among 
"missing  persons"  -  the  "lost  tribe"  of  the  12  children  of  Rev.  Daniel 
B.  Harrison  and  Elizabeth  (Joplin)  Harrison. 
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Opn  Ann  ( Opie )  Harrison  and  Radolphus  (Buck)  Stephens  Family 


Opa  -inn  Harrison  married  Radolphus  Stephens  at  Leonard,  Texa.s,  on  Nov.  25,  1*380. 

0pa  ;jin  (Opic)  Harrison  Radolphus  (Buck)  Stephens 

Rem  in  Dallas,  Ark. ,  April  22,  i860  Born  in  Tennessee,  Jan.  5,  1357 

Died  at  Torrence,  Calif.,  Feb.  17,  3.932  Died  at  Morse,  Oklahoma,  April  2,  1957 

Buried  at  Roosevelt  Cemetery  in  Torrence  Buried  in  the  Morse  Cemetery 

Their  children  were  as  follows: 

-Arthur  Stephens 

Born  at  Leonard,  Texas,  Aug.  30,  1831' 

Hatriod  Erien  Morrow,  Olmulgoc,  Okie., 

June  6,  1906 

Br.siftcss  address:  P.O.Box  1275,  Harbor 
City,  California 

Residence  address:  ?A>356  Senator  Avo,, 

Harbor  City,  California 

-Ollic  Stephens' 

Bom  at  Leonard,  July  17,  1335 
Died  at  Morse,  Okla. ,  Aug.  1,  190? 

Buried  in  the  Morse  Cemetery 

-Ileal  Stephens  ' 

Bom  at  Leonard,  Feb.  7,  1386' 

Harried  Lula.  Nichols  at  Morse,  Oct.  5, 

1907 

Address:  1190  Ohio  St. ,  Gridley ,  Calif, 

-Dee  Stephens  ' 

Bom  at  Leonard,  Sept,  17,  1838 
Married  Ethel  Dattson  at  Okemah,  Okla. 

Address:  Route  5,  Okemah,  Oklahoma 

-Bonnie  Stephens 
Bom  at  Leonard,  Dec,  30,  1890 
Died  at  Morse,  April  6,  1917 
Buried  in  the  Morse  Cemetery 


-Wesley  Stephens 

Bom  at  Ada;  Oklahoma,  July  7,  1395 
Died  at  Ada,  Nov,  25,  1902 
Buried  at  or  near  Ada 

-Emma  Stephens 

Born  at  Ada,  Feb,  21,  1897 

Married  Robert  Luther  Butler  at  Morse, 

Oklahoma,  September  15,  19l5 

Address:  532  Santa  Cruz,  San  Pedro, 

California 


-Ella  Stephens 

Bom  at  Ada,  Cct,  11,  1899 

Married  Wh;  C,  Chauneey,  Los  Angeles, 

California,  July  26,  1926' 

Address:  Dox  355.  Grid-Leyj- 

40' £  Z- 

-Hugh  Stephens 

Bom  at  Ada,  April  26,  1902 

Address:  337  Armijo,  Las  Crucus,  New 

Mexico 


Note:  Aunt  Opie  was  married  under  the  name  of  Opa  Ann  Harrison,  She  was 
christened  under  the  name  of  Orpa  Ann.  Aunt’ Jane's  daughter,  Orpa 
Bell,  was  named  for  Aunt  Opie  and  Aunt  Belle. 


IV 


Bclzonia  Harrison  and  John  Wesley  Howard  Family 

Bclzonia  Harrison  and  John  Wesley  Howard  were  married  at  Leonard,  Texas, 
December  30,  1880. 


Bclzonia  Harrison 

Bom  at  Dallas,  Ark.,  May  17,  1862 
Died  at  Lipan,  Palo  Pinto  County, 
Texas,  June  21,  1925 
Buried  in  the  Evergreen  Cemetery 
at  Lipan 

Their  children  were  as  follows: 


John  Wesley  Howard 

Bom  in  Tennessee,  March  lU,  1855 
Died  at  Lipan,  January  Li,  1922 
Buried  in  the  Evergreen  Cemetery 
at  Lipan 


-Margaret  Jane  (Janie)  Howard 
Bom  at  Leonard,  June  29,  1883 

Married  Cordis  Orvil  Gabriel,  near  Lipan,  Sept.  26,  1906 
Address:  Box  155,  Mineral  Wells,  Texas 


-James  Franklin  (Frank)  Howard 

Bom  at  Leonard,  May  9,  1885 

Married  Gatsy  Scars  near  Lipan,  Sept.  5,  1915 

Address:  Route  2,  Box  108A,  Mineral  ffclls,  lexas 

-Dora  Belle  Howard 

Bom  at  Leonard,  Aug.  9,  1887 

Married  W.  F.  Masterson  near  Lipan,  Dec.  2U,  1911 
Address:  P.  O.Box  92,  Cresson,  Texas 

-Cora  Nancy  Howard 

Bom  near  Bluff  dale,  Texas,  Oct.  9.  1889 
Married  Ira  Masterson  near  Lipan,  Aug.  9,  1908 
Died  near  Rule,  Texas,  Oct.  21,  193^-t 
Buried  in  the  Evergreen  Cemetery  at  Lipan 

-Terry  Howard 

Bom  near  Bluffdale,  Feb.  18,  1892 
Married  Mae  Compton  of  Lipan,  Nov.  23,  1913 
Address:  Lipan,  Texas 

-Lillie  Gertrude  Howard 

Bom  near  Lipan,  Feb.  21,  1899 

Married  Wilson  T.  Dunaway,  at  Lipan,  Dee.  17,  1917 

Address:  Route  1,  Box  212,  Mineral  Wells,  Texas 


THE _JAHES  JOHNSON  (JIM)  HARRISON  and  SAVANNAH  ELIZABETH  (DIAL)  HARRISON  FAMILY 


My  father  and  mother,  Jim  Harrison  and  Savannah  Dial,  were  married  on  the 
evening  of  November  22,  1883,  at  the  home  of  Savannah's  parents,  Andrew  H. 

Pickens  and  Mary  Jane  (Carder-Dial)  Pickens,  near  Wolfe  City,  in  Fannin  County, 
Texas.  T.  L.  Miller,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  officiated.  Jim  Wilson,  partner 
of  Jim  Harrison,  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business  at  Leonard,  Texas, 
was  "best  man".  The  entire  wedding  party,  including  the  minister,  spent  the 
night  at  the  Pickens  farm  residence.  The  next  day  two  horse-drawn  buggies  left 
for  Leonard,  a  distance  of  about  sixteen  miles.  The  bride  and  bridegroom  rode 
in  one  buggy  and  Jim  Wilson  and  my  Aunt  Allie  Pickens,  a  sister  of  the  bride, 
rode  in  the  other.  They  arrived  at  Leonard  in  time  for  a  big  dinner  party  given 
by  the  bridegroom's  sister,  Jane,  and  her  husband,  "Parson"  Tyra  Reece.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  the  fact  that  Aunt  Allie  later  married  Reese  Harrison,  cousin, 
once  removed,  of  my  late  father. 

Savannah  Dial's  father,  Isaac  Hastings  Dial,  was  a  private  in  the  22nd 
Alabama  Infantry  Regiment  of  volunteers.  He  enlisted  at  Atlanta,  Fulton  County, 
Georgia,  on  September  1,  1862.  He  died  of  typhoid  fever  and  battle  fatigue  at 
Ringgold,  Catoosa  Springs,  Catoosa  County,  Georgia,  on  January  19,  1863. 

Savannah,  ny  mother,  was  only  fifteen  months  old  at  that  time.  She  had  an  older 
sister,  Mary  Etta  Dial,  so  she  told  me,  who  died  when  she  was  about  four  years 
of  age. 

My  mother  was  about  five  years  of  age  when  her  widowed  mother,  Mary  Jane 
(Carder-Dial)  married  Andrew  H.  Pickens,  in  a  log  cabin  on  Lost  Mountain,  in 
Cobb  County,  Georgia.  Immediately  after  the  wedding,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pickens,  with 
Savannah  Dial  and  my  grandmother  Pickens's  parents,  John  W.  Carder  and  Mary 
Carder,  and  other  relatives,  set  out  for  Fannin  County,  Texas,  in  a  caravan  of 
covered  wagons,  mostly  oxen-drawn. 

For  all  intents  and  purposes  "Grandpa"  Pickens  was,  indeed,  and  in  truth, 
my  mother*  s  father.  Both  regarded  their  relationship  and  loved  each  other  as 
father  and  daughter.  Although  "Grandpa"  never  legally  adopted  her,  he  did  adopt 
her  in  his  heart  and  in  all  of  the  acts  of  his  life  toward  her,  including  his 
last  will  and  testament.  In  his  will,  after  remembering  his  second  wife, 

"Grandpa"  said,  "I  leave  the  remainder  of  my  property  to  my  'seven'  children, 
share  and  share  alike,  naming  Savannah  first  and  then  the  other  six  in  the  order 
of  their  respective  ages."  The  six  other  children  loved  Savannah  as  much  as  they 
loved  each  other  and  she  adored  them.  Because  her  mother  died  long  before  she 
did,  she,  to  some  extent,  took  their  mother's  place  in  their  lives  as  well  as  her 
normal  place  as  their  oldest  sister.  I  was  named  "Andrew  Hastings"  Harrison  in 
honor  of  my  mother's  "fathers",  Isaac  Hastings  Dial  and  Andrew  H.  Pickens.  My 
father  and  his  twin  brother,  Harvey,  moved  from  Waldron,  Arkansas,  to  Texas, 
after  the  death  of  their  father,  Reverend  Daniel  Biuford  Harrison.  They  were 
nineteen  years  of  age  at  that  time.  They  settled  and  farmed  in  Red  River  County, 
Texas,  near  Cherry.  In  a  couple  of  years  Papa  moved  to  Leonard,  where,  with  Jim 
Wilson  as  a  partner,  he  established  a  furniture  and  funeral  business.  The  busi¬ 
ness  is  owned  and  operated  at  the  present  time  by  Pat  Wilson,  a  younger  son  of 
the  late  Jim  Wilson.  He  is  using  the  same  safe  that  my  father  and  Jim  Wilson 
used  when  they  wore  partners,  with  the  gold  letters  at  the  top,  "Harrison  and 
Wilson". 
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\vnon  I  was  four  years  of  age  my  parents  moved  from  Leonard,  to  Myra,  Cooke 
County,  Texas,  of  which  Gainesville  is  the  county  seat.  At  Myra,  my  father 
operated  a  thriving  hardware  and  furniture  business  until  it  was  tragically  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire.  When  Papa  learned  of  the  fire  and  saw  it,  ho  was  shocked  beyond 
expression.  By  the  tine  he  had  dressed  and  run  to  the  store,  the  building  and 
everything  in  it  had  been  burned.  The  fire  occurred  in  mid-winter.  There  was 
no  fire  department  and  the  water  pipe  in  the  windmill  in  the  center  of  the 
village  that  provided  water  for  the  nore  than  five  hundred  residents  of  Kyra 
was  frozen.  Papa's  judgment  against  the  Company  for  his  fire  insurance  still 
staid?  cp  the  records  at  the  Cooke  County  courthouse  in  Gainesville,  but  no  part 
of  iu  was  ever  paid.  The  Company  had  been  declared  insolvent  a  few  days  before 
the  fire.  Policy  holders  had  not  been  notified. 

Puna's  business  establishment  burned  in  190iu  I  was  ill  of  pneumonia  at 
the  time  and  was  not  allowed  to  sit  up,  even  in  bed.  But  that  night  there  was 
such  excitement  in  our  house  that  everyone  forgot  about  me,  I  sat  up  in  bed  and 
watched  the  fire  up  town  through  a  window  in  my  bedroom.  As  a  lad  of  eight,  the 
fire  was  an  exciting  event  to  me.  My  father  never  fully  recovered  from  the  shock 
caused  by  the  loss  of  his  business,  lifter  years  of  struggle  and  great  privations, 
Papa  and  Mama  and  we,  their  children,  paid  all  of  Papa's  business  debts.  This 
war  done  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  no  insurance  was  received  and  a  number  of 
peop?.e  who  owed  Papa  substantial  accounts  did  not  pay  him. 

Soon  after  the  fire  occurred,  the  first  Rural  Free  Delivery  mail  route  in 
the  history  of  Cooke  County  was  established.  My  father  won  appointment  to  the 
position  through  competitive  and  oral  examinations.  For  several  years  he  car¬ 
ried  the  mail  and,  with  the  aid  of  his  family,  farmed  the  twenty  three  acres  of 
land  we  owned  within  the  city  limits  of  Kyra.  One  fall,  when  Ringling  Brothers 
Circus  had  come  to  Gainesville  and  everybody  at  Myra  seemed  to  be  going  to  see. 
it.  Papa  told  me  and  my  younger  brother,  Hubert,  that  he  would  make  his  route  in 
a  hurry  and  get  back  home  by  noon  and  take  us  to  Gainesville,  twelve  miles  away, 
for  the  circus  that  night,  provided  we  each  had  picked  lf$D  pounds  of  cotton  by 
noon.  This  was  a  hard  task,  especially  for  me,  for  I  was  not  a  fast  cotton 
picker  like  my  younger  brother.  "Yield  not  to  temptation"  was  not  written  for 
young  boys  in  such  a  circumstance]  We  picked  everything  in  sight  that  morning, 
burrs  and  bolls  and,  may  Heaven  help  us,  a  few  pebbles,  as  well  as  cotton.  The 
scales  were  never  more  cooocrative.  The  circus  and  the  rare  comradeship  of  our 
father  were  grand,  fty  older  brother,  Virgil,  was  a  student  at  Trinity  University, 
at  Waxahachie,  Texas,  that  year.  My  late  sister.  Gay,  remained  at  home  with  Mama. 
She  had  seen  the  circus  before. 

My  mother,  a  staunch  Presbyterian,  was  a  great  believer  in  higher  education. 
She  studiously  read  the  Bible  and  "The  Cumberland  Presbyterian"  and  its  succes¬ 
sor,  "The  Presbyterian  Advance",  monthly  magazines  of  her  denomination,  and  all 
books  our  limited  budget  could  afford.  It  was  on  her  plea  that  the  family  moved 
to  Waxahachie,  Texas,  in  1910.  Trinity  University,  a  Presbyterian  institution, 
now  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  was  located  there..  Virgil  and  Gay  entered  Trinity 
and  Hubert  and  I  attended  the  public  schools.  Papa  became  lonesome.  He  soon 
resigned  his  position  as  mail  carrier  and  joined  us  at  Waxahachie.  He  went  into 
the  Nursery-Brokerage  business  and  continued  in  it  until  old  age  and  failing 
health  forced  him  to  retire.  At  Waxahachie,  we  lived  in  a  two-story  frame  house, 
which  was  located  diagonally  across  the  street  from  the  Trinity  campus  and  on  an 
opposite  comer  of  the  street  from  the  Beeson  Hall  for  young  men.  Many  of  the 
roost  successful  men  who  ever  went  to  school  at  Trinity  lived  or  visited  often  in 
our  home.  They  surely  owe  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  my  mother  for  the  wisdom 
of  her  counsel  and  the  sympathetic  and  helpful  interest  she  took  in  their  welfare. 


In  1918,  my  father  and  mother  moved  to  Dallas,  where  both  of  them  lived  until 
death  took  them  away.  Papa  often  said,  "I  was  bom  in  Dallas,  and  I  want  to  die 
in  Dallas”,  and  he  did.  The  news  stories  of  his  death  mentioned  the  significant 
coincidence  that  James  J.  Harrison,  who  was  in  his  88th  year,  was  bom  at  Dallas, 
Arkansas,  and  had  lived  for  many  years  prior  to  his  death  in  Dallas,  Texas. 

Doth  loyal  Presbyterians,  Papa  and  Mama  were  considerate  of  and  respectful 
toward  not  only  members  of  other  Protestant  denominations  but  also  toward  adher¬ 
ents  of  other  religious  faiths.  At  Leonard,  and  in  Myra,  Mama  was  president  of 
the  Women1  s  Missionary  Society  and  very  active  5^1  her  church.  She  and  Papa  helped 
to  organize  the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  both  places.  Even  though  they  were  just 
a.  young  married  couple  at  the  time,  they  pledged  and  paid  $500.00,  as  did  Jim 
Wilson  and  his  wife,  the  two  biggest  gifts,  toward  the  construction  of  the  first 
Presbyterian  Church  building  at  Leonard. 

My  mother  was  practical  and  fair.  She  was  intelligent  and  understanding. 

The  highlights  of  my  many  visits  home  after  I  was  grown  were  my  private  talks  with 
Mama.  Although  she  has  been  dead  many  years,  she  is  inspiringly  alive  in  my 
heart.  Mama  was  sacrificial  to  the  nth  degree  for  her  children.  She  was  one  of 
the  most  honorable  and  worthy  women  who  ever  graced  this  earth. 

Papa  was  clean,  physically  and  mentally.  My  good  and  gracious  wife  of  some 
thirty  two  years,  Fay  Farmer  Harrison,  often  has  said,  "Grandpa”,  -  that  was  what 
she  and  our  children  called  Papa  -  "was  systematic  and  orderly  in  his  habits  and 
daily  conduct.  No  matter  how  old  or  frayed  his  suits  might  be  at  times,  he  kept 
them  as  he  kept  himself,  neat  and  clean  and  tidy  to  the  very  last  of  his  long  days.” 
I  never  heard  my  father  tell  a  dirty  story  or  use  a  profane  word.  Friendly,  in¬ 
dustrious,  sincere  and  rigidly  honest,  he  was  altogether  one  of  the  best  men  I 
have  ever  known. 

Beulah,  the  eldest  daughter  of  James  J.  (Jim)  Harrison  and  Savannah  Elizabeth 
(Dial)  Harrison,  was  bom  at  Leonard,  Texas,  on  October  15,  188U,  and  died  July  11, 
1888. 


Eula  Harrison,  the  third  child,  was  bom  at  Leonard,  on  January  30,  1890. 

She  died  at  Gober,  about  seven  miles  from  Leonard,  on  September  18,  1891.  Beulah 
and  Eula  are  buried  in  the  Leonard  Cemetery  in  a  lot  enclosed  with  a  concrete  curb. 
The  nice  tombstones  that  Papa  and  Mama  placed  at  the  heads  of  their  graves  more 
than  a  half  century  ago,  still  stand.  My  brother,  Virgil,  was  nearly  five  years 
old  when  Eula  died.  He  says  he  remembers  well  the  sal  journey  to  Leonard  for  her 
funeral.  My  parents  had  an  enlarged  framed  picture  of  Beulah,  They  kept  it  on  an 
easel  until  all  of  us  were  grown,  usually  in  the  living  room.  At  Myra,  in  1907, 
when  a  family  group  picture  was  being  taken,  Beulah’s  enlarged  picture  was  placed 
on  the  easel  in  the  very  center  of  the  group  at  Mama's  request.  Beulah  had  beau¬ 
tiful  golden  curly  hair,  locks  of  which  Mama  sacredly  preserved  in  the  Family 
Bible.  When  Beulah  was  a  little  girl,  Papa  and  Mama  frequently  drove  from  Leonard 
to  Mama's  parents'  home  near  Wolfe  City,  a  distance  of  some  sixteen  miles  -  a  long 
drive  in  those  days.  At  times,  when  the  three  of  them  were  riding  down  hills  in 
the  buggy  and  the  horses  started  going  too  fast,  Mama  would  say;  "Hold  then  steady 
Papa,  we're  going  down  the  hill".  Papa  would  tighten  the  reins  and  slow  them  down. 
Mama  said  that  as  Beulah  grew  older  she  began  repeating  her  admonition  to  Papa  on 
all  of  their  buggy  trips.  As  Beulah  died.  Mama  said  that  Papa  put  his  hand  on  her 
delirious  head  and  that  Beulah  whispered  softly,  "Hold  them  steady.  Papa,  we're 
going  down  the  hill". 
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My  older  brother,  Jar.es  Virgil  Harrison,  was  bom  on  February  5,  1887-  He 
obtained  his  education  in  the  Public  Schools  of  Leonard  and  Myra,  at  Trinity 
University  and  The  University  of  Texas.  Papa  was  a  member  and,  at  times,  chairman 
of  the  school  boards  at  both  Leonard  and  Myra.  Virgil  and  his  wife,  Jennie 
(Matheson)  Harrison,  for  the  past  twelve  years  have  lived  at  Wichita  Falls,  Texas, 
where  he  is  the  local  manager  of  the  Kansas  City  Life  Insurance  Company.  Prior  to 
his  residence  in  -fichita  Falls,  he  taught  in  various  cities  for  many  years,  being 
an  administrator  in  several  schools.  Carrying  with  honor  the  Presbyterian  torch 
handed  down  by  our  father,  James  J.  Harrison,  and  our  grandfather,  Rev.  Daniel  B. 
Harrison,  Virgil  is  an  elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.  A.,  of  Wichita 
Falls,  Texas.  Virgil  and  Jennie  have  two  sons  -  Dr,  Horace  Virgil  Harrison  and 
Charles  B.  Harrison,  both  of  whom  are  married.  Horace,  an  honor  student,  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Trinity  University,  where  he  received  the  Bachelor  of  arts  degree. 

Later  on  as  an  honor  student  at  The  University  of  Texas,  he  earned  his  M.  A.  and 
Ph.  D.  degrees.  He  and  his  wife,  Wilma  Ellen  (McGinty)  Harrison,  live  at  .oistin, 
Texas,  where  he,  on  leave  of  absence  from  Midwestern  University  at  Wichita  Falls, 
is  a  Professor  of  Lot in-American  History  and  Government  in  The  University  of 
Texas,  for  a  semester  while  the  regular  professor  is  doing  research  work  in  South 

/tmerica.  It  is  my  prediction  that  The  University  of  Texas  in  time,  and  probably 

soon,  will  invite  him  to  become  a  permanent  member  of  the  faculty.  Charles  B. 
and  his  wife,  Verda  Alma  (Wells)  Harrison,  live  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  vherc 
Charles  is  manager  of  a  large  Safeway  grocery  store.  He  and  Verda  have  one  son, 
Charles  Hastings  Harrison,  who  was  born  in  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  December  20, 

In  World  War  II  Horace  was  a  Specialist  Teacher,  Second  Class,  in  the 
U.  S.  N.  R.  for  thirty-four  months,  most  of  which  time  he  was  stationed  at  the 
Naval  Air  Technical  Training  Center  at  Norman,  Oklahoma.  He  served  in  the 
capacity  of  instructor  in  airplane  mechanics.  Charles  closed  his  military  ser¬ 
vice  in  World  War  II  with  the  rank  of  Sergeant  in  the  Army.  Most  of  his  time 

was  spent  in  the  Pacific  Theatre  -  New  Caledonia,  Northern  Solomons,  the  Phillip- 

pines  and  Japan. 

When  Gay  and  Hubert  and  I  were  growing  up  we  called  Virgil  "Brother”  and 
looked  up  to  him  with  affection  and  admiration.  On  his  visits  home  from  school 
at  Trinity  University,  Hubert  and  I  vied  with  each  other  for  the  privilege  of 
sleeping  and  having  long  personal  visits  with  him.  On  one  such  occasion  Hubert 
and  I  had  an  argument  over  whose  time  it  was  to  sleep  with  "Brother",  Both  of 
us  chanted  loudly,  "I’m  glad  I'm  going  to  get  to  sleep  with  •Brother’  tonight". 

Papa  settled  the  argument  in  the  old-fashioned  way  and  in  further  punishment 
sent  us  to  bed  together,  as  usual. 

My  late  sister,  Gay  Belle  Harrison,  the  only  one  of  my  three  sisters  whom  I 
had  the  privilege  of  knowing  personally,  was  bom  at  Gober,  Texas,  on  april  18, 
1892.  My  sisters,  Beulah  and  Eula  had  died  before  I  was  bom.  Gay  spent  her 
childhood  at  Gober,  Leonard  and  Myra.  She  received  her  formal  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Myra,  in  the  East  Texas  State  College  at  Commerce,  Texas,  and 
at  Trinity  University.  She  taught  school  for  several  years  in  Texas,  before  her 
marriage  to  Reugen  F.  Spivey,  at  our  parental  home  in  Waxahachie,  on  May  30,1917. 
Virgie  Harrison  (Mrs.  Fred)  Ellison  and  her  baby  daughter,  Virginia,  and  Vida 
Harrison  (Mrs.  Clyde  Neighbors), and  the  late  Ethel  Harrison  Hall  honored  us  by 
coming  to  Waxahachie  for  the  wedding.  Ethel  and  Vida  wdre  single  at  that  time. 
Virgin  and  Vida  arc  daughters  of  my  late  Uncle,  Harvey  Harrison,  twin  brother  of 
ny  father.  Ethel  was  the  only  daughter  of  Aunt  Allie  Pickens  Harrison,  one  of  the 
three  sisters  of  my  late  mother,  and  Reese  Harrison,  my  father's  cousin,  once  re¬ 
moved.  My  older  brother,  Virgil  Harrison's  sons,  Horace  and  Charles  B.  Harrison, 
both  of  whom  were  little  boys  at  that  time,  were  participants  in  the  wedding. 


Horace  strew  flowers  in  the  path  of  the  bride  and  Charles  B.  carried  the  ring 
and  handed  it  to  the  minister  at  the  appointed  time,  Ethel  sang  ••Because", 

Papa  gave  the  bride  away  and  my  younger  brother,  Hubert,  was  "best  man".  Lclia 
Royall,  a  chum  of  the  bride,  was  the  Maid  of  Honor.  The  late  Dr.  G.  H.  Hogan, 
our  Presbyterian  Pastor  at  Waxahachie,  performed  the  wedding  ceremony, 

Virgie  Harrison,  before  her  marriage  to  Fred  Ellison,  lived  in  our  home 
at  Waxahachie  for  two  years  while  a  student  in  Trinity  University.  Virginia, 
her  baby  at  Gay*s  wedding,  became  a  beautiful  young  woman,  the  "life  of  the 
party"  anywhere,  and  loved  by  all  who  knew  her.  Unfortunately,  her  life  was 
cut  short  by  tuberculosis  that  was  too  far  progressed  in  her  robust,  athletic 
body  for  cure  before  it  was  detected.  When  she  knew  that  her  life  must  shortly 
end,  she  requested  me  to  deliver  the  eulogy  at  her  funeral,  which  I  did  as  a 
layman  and  as  a  relative. 

The  late  Ethel  Harrison  Hall,  who  died  on  October  9,  1951,  and  her  brothers, 
Homer  Daniel  Harrison  and  Pickens  Harrison,  and  my  brothers  and  my  sister  and  I 
have  always  been  very  close.  In  the  early  years  of  our  lives  wc  visited  them 
in  their  home  at  Christmas  or  they  visited  us.  Ethel  was  one  year  and  three 
days  younger  than  I.  Lly  birthday  is  on  November  20th  and  hers  was  on  November 
23rd,  Throughout  our  lives  Ethel  and  I  have  loved  each  other  dearly.  We  have 
exchanged  greetings  or  presents  on  our  birthdays  and  at  Christmas  time.  Her 
death  while  on  a  leave  of  absence  from  her  teaching  position  in  the  Tulsa  Public 
Schools  where  she  had  been  serving  for  thirteen  years,  came  as  a  great  shock  to 
us.  Ethel  and  my  wife's  cousin,  Florrie  Berry,  accompanied  us  on  a  summer  trip 
to  Colorado  in  1920.  Fay  and  Ethel  were  as  devoted  as  if  they  had  been  sisters. 

My  sister.  Gay,  and  her  husband,  Reugen  F.  Spivey,  moved  to  Dallas  from 
Waxahachie,  Texas,  in  1918, aqd  continued  to  live  in  Dallas  until  her  deatn  on 
January  16,  1939 »  in  her  forty  seventh  year.  The  tragedy  of  ill  health,  major 
operation  after  major  operation,  stalked  her  path-way  at  intervals  from  the 
time  of  her  maturity  until  God  relieved  her  of  her  pains.  Sac  never  murmured 
or  complained.  She  was  an  attractive,  inspiring  and  angelic  woman  who  made 
fast  friends  in  all  the  circles  in  which  she  moved.  She  was  active  until 
the  last  months  of  her  life  as  a  leader  in  the  Trinity  Presbyterian  Church, 

U,  S.  -■«,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  of  which  her  college  classmate,  Dr.  Jasper  Manton, 
was,  and  for  some  twenty  years  has  been  the  minister.  She  was  buried  beside 
our  father  and  mother  in  the  Laurel  Land  Cemetery  at  Dallas. 

My  sister,  Gay,  and  Mr.  Spivey  had  one  son,  James  Franklin  (J.  Frank) 

Spivey.  J.  Frank  was  bom  in  D, alias  in  1920,  on  Christmas  Day.  He  and  his 
wife,  Ruth  Yvonne  (Straughn)  Spivey,  live  at  Valle  Jo,  California,  where  he 
is  an  Electrical  Research  2hgi.no  er  for  the  General  Electric  Company,  Ruth's 
parents,  Harold  William  Straughn  and  Lusetta  Straughn  live  at  Stillwater, 
Oklahoma,  Ruth  is  also  a  graduate  Electrical  Engineer.  They  have  a  daughter, 
Patricia  Gay,  (Patsy  Gay)  who  was  bom  on  May  35,  19U8,  at  Syracuse,  New  York. 

J.  Frank  graduated  from  the  Dallas  Technical  High  School  just  a  few  days  after 
his  mother  was  buried.  Subsequently,  he  earned  the-  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science  at  the  Texas  “  &  M  College.  He  served  for  several  years  as  a  Technical 
Sergeant  in  Radar  in  World  War  II,  at  home  and  on  many  of  the  islands  of  the 
Pacific,  and  spent  several  months  in  Japan* 
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When  Gay  was  in  her  teens,  one  of  our  favorite  cousins,  Wesley  Carder, 
sent  a  wedding  invitation  to  the  members  of  our  family.  Gay  sent  Wesley  and 
his  bride  a  nice  wedding  present  and  enclosed  an  attractive  card  on  which 
she  wrote:  "I  wish  you  wealth,  I  wish  you  joys,  l6  girls  and  2h  boys."  Mama 
saw  the  card  and  was  astonished  and  told  Papa  about  it.  Although  Papa  re¬ 
gretted  it  the  rest  of  his  life,  he  punished  Gay,  the  only  time  he  ever  did. 
Gay,  of  course,  was  always  chaste  in  thought  and  deed.  She  was  just  having 
innocent  fun.  It  is  interesting  to  note  here,  however,  that  Wfesley  must  have 
taken  her  jesting  seriously.  He  and  his  good  wife,  Ann,  have  reared  a  large 
family  of  children J 

My  younger  brother,  Hubert  Daniel  Harrison,  was  bom  on  December  10, 

1896,  at  Leonard,  Texas.  He  and  his  wife,  Billie  (McIntosh)  Harrison,  live 
on  Ferris  Avenue  at  Waxahachie,  Texas.  Hubert  was  nearly  three  years  of  age 
when  the  family  moved  to  Myra.  He  obtained  his  formal  education  in  the  public 
schools  at  Myra  and  Waxahachie,  and  at  Trinity  University.  He  served  in  the 
Navy  during  World  War  I.  In  his  early  years  he  became  associated  with  the 
music  department  of  Curlin's  Drug  Stores  of  Waxahachie  and  Ennis,  Texas,  He 
began  his  career  as  a  salesman  by  being  assigned  one  phonograph  at  a  time. 

When  the  phonograph  assigned  to  him  was  sold,  he  was  given  another  to  sell. 

He  received  repeated  promotions  in  the  Curlin  organization.  Shortly  after 
Mr.  Curlin’s  premature  death,  at  least  twenty  five  years  ago,  Hubert  acquired 
the  Ehnis  and  Waxahachie  music  stores  from  Mrs,  Curlin.  In  the  depression 
years  he  sold  his  Ennis  store  and  gave  all  of  his  attention  to  his  business 
in  Waxahachie,  Through  the  years  he  has  operated  the  Waxahachie  store  under 
the  trade  name  of  "Harrison's".  His  business  includes  television,  refrigera¬ 
tion,  appliances  and  musical  equipment.  For  many  years  he  has  been  the 
Frigidaire  representative  for  his  section  of  the  state.  He  has  been  a  great 
civic  leader  in  Waxahachie  and  in  Ellis  County,  and  distinguished  himself 
particularly  in  this  regard  during  the  period  of  World  War  II.  With  a  rare 
ability  precisely  to  mimic  people,  including  the  singular  laugh  of  our  late 
Aunt  Nancy's  husband,  the  late  John  L.  Fleming,  he  has  been  an  annual  attrac¬ 
tion  at  the  Waxahachie  Minstrel  Shows  conducted  for  over  twenty  five  years  by 
the  Lions  Club,  of  which  he  is  a  former  president.  Industrious,  aggressive, 
keen  minded  and  with  a  marked  sense  of  humor,  as  well  as  a  high  sense  of  honor, 
Hubert  is  not  only  a  good  mixer  and  a  fine  business  man  but  also  an  extremely 
popular  and  highly  useful  citizen. 

On  a  Sunday  afternoon  a  long  time  ago  when  Hubert  and  I  were  boys  at  Myra, 
we  were  walking  on  tall  home-made  stilts.  We  saw  "Brother  Russell",  our  Pres¬ 
byterian  minister,  walking  toward  our  house,  we  knew  to  enjoy  meditation,  Bible 
reading  and  prayer  with  our  father.  We  also  knew  that  if  we  could  beat  him  to 
our  house  we  could  tell  Papa  that  he  was  coming  and  easily  obtain  permission  to 
visit  the  Wren  boys  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon.  With  Papa  and  "Brother 
ussell"  absorbed  in  their  devotions  we  could  play  baseball  to  our  hearts'  con¬ 
tent.  Now,  playing  baseball  on  Sunday  in  those  days,  if  I  may  say  so,  was 
rarely,  if  ever,  permitted  by  devout  parents,  especially  Presbyterians.  So  much 
was  at  stake  that  Hubert,  a  better  runner  than  I,  dashed  for  the  house,  running 
as  fast  as  he  could  on  his  stilts,  taking  long  strides.  Just  as  he  was  about 
to  win  the  race  against  "Brother  Russell's"  arrival,  one  of  his  stilts  failed  to 
a  in  front  of  our  house.  He  was  thrown  hard  to  the  ground.  One 

0  ls  leSs  was  badly  broken.  Throughout  our  lives  Hubert  and  I  have  shared  our 
sorrows,  burdens  and  joys  even  as  we  shared  in  regrets  over  the  tragedy  of  that 
Sunday  afternoon. 


Frank  Aldridge,  a  chum  of  Hubert’s  and  mine,  upon  his  plea  qnd  on  the  con¬ 
sent  of  his  Presbyterian  father  and  step-mother,  moved  to  Waxnhachic  from  Myra 
with  us  and  lived  in  our  home  for  about  two  years.  Always  a  good  boy,  even 
Frank  profited  from  the  wholesome  Presbyterian  atmosphere  at  Waxnhachic  and  the 
wise  and  loving  counsel  of  my  mother.  At  Gainesville,  Texas,  where  he  and  his 
gcod  wife,  Marcella  (Biffle)  Aldridge,  have  lived  for  so  long,  he  has  served 
as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  his  Church,  President  of  the  Rotary  Club  and  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Education.  ...  few  years  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  him 
with  the  conclusion:  "Your  brother,  Frank".  I  am  sure  that  my  mother  would  be 
glad  to  know  that  Frank  has  been  included  in  my  story  of  the  family. 

Since  this  history  of  my  Harrison  family  and  relatives  is  being  written 
primarily  for  my  children  and  their  descendants  and  only  incidentally  for  others 
who  may  be  interested  in  it,  I  believe  I  shall  be  forgiven  if  I  dwell  more  at 
length  and  in  more  detail  in  writing  of  my  own  immediate  family  than  of  others. 

I  was  bom  at  Leonard,  Texas,  on  November  20,  l89h.  My  formal  education  was 
received  in  the  public  schools  of  Myra  and  Waxahnchic,  in  Summer  Normal  Schools 
at  Trinity  University,  at  Estes  Park  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
and  in  the  down-town  night  college  of  the  University  of  Tulsa.  Shortly  after 
writing  a  little  book  entitled  "Gordon  Carr",  of  which  three  editions  with  a 
total  of  three  thousand  volumes  were  published  and  sold  by  association  Press,  I 
was  honored  by  Trinity  University  in  May,  1935,  with  an  award  of  the  Honorary 
Degree  of  Doctor  of  Literature. 

In  World  War' I,  I  served  as  a  private  in  the  13Uth  Infantry,  Intelligence 
Squad,  Hdqrs.  Co.,  3Uth  Division,  at  home  .and  in  England  and  in  France.  Over 
one  thousand  men  in  our  division  died  of  the  fir  during  the  terrible  flu  epi¬ 
demic  of  that  period.  As  a  result  of  our  losses  in  connection  with  that  disease, 
our  division  was  -  "busted  up".  After  the  war  was  over  all  of  us  wore  reassigned. 

I  returned  home  as  a  member  of  Co.  B«,  329th  Infantry  of  the  83rd  Division,  an 
Chio  outfit.  The  83rd  Division  had  suffered  terrible  battle  casualties  and  be¬ 
cause  of  this  fact  it  was  given  the  honor  of  being  one  of  the  first  divisions  to 
return  home  as  a  unit. 

I  taught  History  in  the  public  schools  at  Dawson,  Texas,  for  two  years.  My 
wife’s  sister,  Josephine  Farmer,  was  one  of  my  star  pupils.  I  was  in  the  news¬ 
paper  business  for  a  short  time  at  Corsicana.  For  one  year  I  was  the  Boys 1  Work 
Secretary  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  association  of  Corsicana,  Texas,  and  for 
twenty-two  years,  General  Secretary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  six  years  at  Corsicana, 
six  years  at  Beaumont,  Texas,  and  ten  years  at  Tulsa,  Oklahoma.  During  the  six 
years  in  which  I  werved  as  General  Secretary  at  Beaumont,  we  raised  the  funds 
and  constructed  a  new  half  million  dollar  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building.  Recently  the 
building,  site  and  equipment  were  appraised  at  one  million  dollars. 

On  February  1,  1952,  I  shall  begin  my  fourteenth  year  as  the  Southwestern 
Director  of  the  National  Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews,  with  headquarters 
at  Dallas," Texas.  The  area  under  my  jurisdiction  embraces  seven  states.  On 
December  1,  19 Uh,  I  was  also  elected  as  the  first  National  Vice  President  of  the 
Conference  and  still  serve  in  that  capacity.  The  National  Conference  is  an 
educational  organization.  It  was  organized  in  1928  by  the  late  Chief  Justice 
Charles  Evans  Hughes,  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  Newton  D.  Baker,  and  the  late 
internationally  noted  Protestant  minister.  Dr.  S,  Parks  Cadman.  Its  purpose  is 
to  try  to  overcome  bigotry  and  religious  intolerance  and  to  promote  the  American 
ideals  of  justice, ' amity,  good  will  and  civic  cooperation  among  Protestants, 
Catholics  and  Jews* 


‘ 


37 


fay 

and  the  late  J 


Miss  Fay  Farmer  of  Dawson,  Texas,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Lewis  (French-)  Farmer 
John  Henry  Farmer,  and  I  were  married  on  December  lu,  1919.  Mr, 
Farmer  was  a  member  of  the  Dawson  School  Board  when  I  taught  there.  I  never 
had  a  better  friend  than  he.  On  his  death  in  19U5,  at  the  request  of  Mrs. 

Farmer  and  their  sons,  John  William  Gilmer  Farmer  and  Haden  Henry  Farmer,  ai  d 
their  daughters,  Josephine  Farmer  and  Mrs,  Fay  (Farmer)  Harrison,  I  delivered 
the  eulogy  at  his  memorial  services.  Fay  and  I  have  two  children,  Mrs.  Jo 
f Harrison)  Godbey,  and  Hubert  James  Harrison,  named  for  his  uncle, Hubert  Daniel 
Harrison,  and  my  father,  James  Johnson  (Jim)  Harrison.  Named  in  honor  of  her 
Aunt  Josephine  and  her  mother,  Jo  Fay  was  Porn  at  Corsicana,  Texas,  on  June  2, 

1921. 

Jo  Fay  graduated  from  the  Central  High  School  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  in 
June  ,**1939,  and  received  her  Bachelor  of  Arts  Degree  from  Southern  Methodist 
University  at  Dallas,  Texas,  in  February,  19b3»  A  member  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Chi  Omega  Sorority,  President  for  two  years  of  the  Student  Y,  W,  C.  A,,  and 
member  of  S,  M,  U.’s  Student  Council,  Jo  Fay  was  elected  to  the  Mortar  Board 
on  the  basis  of  her  scholastic  and  leadership  record.  Jo  Fay  married  John 
Kirby  Godbey,  son  of  Mrs,  Emma  Lee  (Taylor)  Godbey,  and  the  late  Joe  J,  Godbey, 
Sr.,  at  the  Highland  Park  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  Texas,  on  November  20, 

19U3,  my  forty-ninth  birthday.  John  received  his  Bachelor  of  Science  Degree^ 
from  Southern  Methodist  University  in  February,  19UU.  While  a  student  at  S.TI.U, , 
John  was  President  for  a  year  of  the  Independent  Students  Association,  a  memoer 
of  Blue  Key,  a  scholastic  honor  society,  and  Alpha  Phi  Omega,  a  service  frat¬ 
ernity.  On  graduation  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  the  Naval  Research  Labora¬ 
tory  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  served  our  country  during  World  War  II  with 
the  rank  of  Ensign.  He  was  awarded  the  M.S.  Degree  in  Electrical  Research 
Engineering  by  The  University  of  Texas  in  August,  19  U8. 

Jo  Fay  and  John  have  two  children,  John  Kirby  Godbey,  Jr.,  who  was  born  ^ 

at  Dallas,  Texas,  on  September  28,  19 U6,  and  Miss  Gayle  Harrison  Godbey,  who  / 
was  bom  at  Dallas,  Texas,  on  June  h,  19h9.  Gayle  Godbey  and  Patsy  Gay  Spivey 
are  named  in  honor  of  my  late  sister,  Gay  BelleTHarrison) . Spivey.  The  Godbeys- 
live  in  Dallas,  Texas.  John  is  an  Electrical  Research  Enginqqr  in  the  Research 
Laboratory  of  the  Magnolia  Petroleum  Company  in  Dallas. 

John  Godbey* s  late  father,  Joe  J.  Godbey,  Sr.,  was  for1  many  yeabs  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Schools.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Superintendent  of  the 
Public  Schools  of  Ardmore,  Oklahoma.  On  the  day  of  his  death  he  had  met  with 
the  chief  officials  of  Southern  Methodist  University  with  reference  to  the 
Vice  Presidency  of  that  institution.  After  being  informed' by  the  President  that 
he  would  be  advised  by  mail  of  the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  he  left 
Dallas  by  automobile  for  his  home  at  Ardmore.  Enroute  home  he  was  killed  in  an 
automobile  accident.  The  next  day  after  his  tragic  death  a  letter  from  the 
President  of  S.  M.  U.  arrived  advising  him  of  his  unanimous  election  as  Vice 
President. 

Hubert  James  Harrison  was  bom  at  Beaumont,  Texas,  on  July  6,  1929.  He 
graduated  at  the  Highland  Park  Dallas  High  School  in  February,  19u7.  He  studied 
for  a  year  at  Southern  Methodist  University  and  then  entered  The  University  of 
Texas,  at  Austin,  Texas,  majoring  in  Geology.  He  will  shortly  receive  the 
Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  from  The  University.  Last  year  ho  was  elected 


to  membership  in  Sigma  Gamma  Epsilon,  the  Honorary  Scholastic  Fraternity  of  4-  » 

Geology.  He  married  Miss  Ada  Wadene  Clouse,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Helen  Wadene  ° 

(McLemore)  Clouse  and  J.  Floyd  Clouse,  on  January  28,  19!?l;  at  the  Trinity 


Presbyterian  Church  in  Dallas,  Texas,  with  Dr.  Jasper  Man ton,  the  Pastor,  offic¬ 
iating.  Wadene  and  her  parents  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.A. 
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Joseph  Hastings  Godbey 
Born  November  2,  1952 


Hubert  James  Harrison  and  Ada 
ffadeije  Clouse  (Mrs.  Hubert  James) 
Harrison. 


It  was  a  source  of  happiness  to  me  when  Wadene 's  parents  chose  the  Trinity 
Church  for  the  wedding  of  their  daughter  to  our  son.  a 

While  I  am  the  only  member  of  my  parental  family  who  did  not  continue 
membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  I  am,  nevertheless,  at  heart  a  Presby¬ 
terian.  I  married  the  Methodist  Church]  My  wife's  "paronta-f ' grandf "her, 

Reverend  John  Jefferson  Farmer,  was  the  founder  of  one  or  more  Methodist 
churches,  and  his  son,  Fay's  father,  h'onry  Farmer,  was  one  of  the  outstanding 
Methodist  laymen  in  Texas.  With  a  Presbyterian  grandfather  on  the  rr.c  hand 
and  a  Methodist  grandfather  on  the  other.  Fay  and  I  maintained  membership  in 
our  separate  denominations  until  we  moved  to  Beaumont,  Texas,  on  March  1,  192h. 

At  Beaumont  there  was  no  U.  S.  A.  Presbyterian  Church.  Because  of  that  fact 
and  because  of  the  desire  for  a  united  church  family,  I  joined  the  Methodist 
Church  and  have  been  a  member  of  it  and  served  in  various  official  capacities 
in  it  since  that  time.  A  year  ago  I  was  the  President  of  the  Trinity  University 
Alumni  Association  of  North  Texas.  As  already  indicated,  I  was  honored  by 
Trinity  University  with  the  Litt.  D.  Degree  in  1935.  Annually,  for  many  years, 

I  have  made  financial  contributions  to  Trinity.  Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish 
friends  of  mine  in  Texas  and  in  Oklahoma  a  few  years  ago  shared  substantially 
with  me  in  giving  to  the  Trinity  Presbyterian  Church  of  Dallas  $2,501.00  in 
honor  of  my  late  parents  and  my  late  sister,  Gay,  toward  the  construction  of  the 
new  building  in  which  my  son,  Hubert,  was  married.  Dr.  Jasper  Mantes.  kindly 
mentioned  this  fact  in  a  prelude  to  the  official  wedding  ceremony  fer  Hubert 
and  Wadenc.  Long  live  the  Presbyterians] 

Hubert's  wife,  Wadene,  graduated  at  the  Woodrow  Wilson  High  Schrol  in 
Dallas  in  19h8  as  valedictorian.  She  was  awarded  the  Ruth  do  Caprec-  English 
Scholarship  for  being  the  top  ranking  English  student  in  the  high  sc  cools  of 
Dallas.  She  was  the  State  winner  in  the  annual  Colonial  Dames  Essay  Contest  and 
won  first  place  in  the  Texas  Inter-Scholastic  League  Spelling  Contes  c.  She  was 
a  representative  on  the  Student  Council  of  Woodrow  Wilson  High  Schcrl  and  was 
listed  in  the  Who's  Who  column  of  her  high  school  annual  for  her  wers  in  English. 
At  The  University  of  Texas  Wadene  was  a  member  of  the  University  Sir.  rers  and  the 
Redhead  Club.  She  was  elected  to  membership  in  Blue  Stockings  (English  Club), 
to  the  Co-chairmanship  of  the  House  Council  at  the  Scottish  Rite  Dormitory,  the 
Alpha  Lambba  Delta  (Freshmen  Women)  and  in  her  senior  year  she  was  elected  to 
membership  in  Phi  Beta  Kappa. 


Wadene  (Clouse)  Harrison's  parents  operate  a  ranch  at  Azle,  Texas,  west  of 
Fort  orth.  Mr.  Clouse,  after  retiring  as  an  officer  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
Bank  in  Dallas,  in  which  institution  he  served  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  entered  the  ranching  business. 


When  my  brothers,  Virgil  and  Hubert,  and  ny  sister.  Gay,  and  I  were  growing 
up  together  at  Myra,  Virgil  and  Hubert  and  Gay  gave  my  parents  no  trouble.  It 
Wls  I  who  gave  them  sleepless  nights.  My  mother  had  red  hair  and  I  “.nought  it 
was  beautiful  and,  indeed,  it  was.  My  mother  did  not  like  my  being  called  "Red". 

developed  the  habit  of  fighting  because  so  many  boys  used  the  niclciame.  I 
Played  hookey  from  school  at  times  and  went  hunting  with  other  errant  boys.  Once 
ran  away  from  home  with  another  boy  and  was  gone  for  three  days.  The  boy  with 
told  1  f??ght  the  most  at  Myra  ovcr  being  called  "Red"  and  other  matters  recently 
WorlfMj  b°  WaS  an  anabeur  Prize  fighter  for  some  time  after  his  service  in 

prow  t  t  He  said  that  1  Was  thG  onc  boy  that  he  was  not  able  tG  vhiP  as  he 
hard  UPI  v,1  remcinber  at  times  having  been  on  the  receiving  end  of  the  line  of  his 

to  o  ?^nChCSA  000  day  a  new  boy  in  thc  Myra  school,  Littleton  Bryant,  was  coaxed 
how  n  t  °  ^Gd"*  #  did.  I  hit  him.  He  soon  had  taught  me  once  sad  for  all 

o  to  win  friends  and  influence  people.  Later  on,  Littleton,  wro  like  myself 


was  the  son  of  a  Presbyterian  Elder,  and  I  became  pals.  Let  it  be  recorded  here 
that  I  have  been  loyal  to  my  Presbyterian  tradition.  Even  when  I  strayed  from 
the  paths  of  rectitude  I  strayed  with  Presbyterians.  It  was  Littleton  Bryant 
with  vrhom  I  ran  away  from  home.  I  think  it  was  partly  on  account  of  their  worry 
over  me  that  Mama  was  able  to  talk  Papa  into  moving  from  Myra  to  Waxahachio,  a 
town  of  Presbyterian  culturej  While  I  do  not  think  that  my  mother  and  father 
ever  thought  that  I  was  really  a  bad  boy,  and  while  I  don't  think  so  myself,  I 
wovl  i  bo  the  first  to  acclaim  that  the  atmosphere  in  the  shadow  of  Trinity  Uni- 
vers Lty  at  Waxahachio  determined  the  course  of  my  life.  A  few  years  ago  at  a 
dinner  in  Dallas  given  in  my  honor,  certain  choice  friends  from  out  of  the  city 
sent  rice  telegrams  to  be  read  by  the  Chairman.  When  some  of  them  were  being 
read  my  younger  brother,  Hubert,  whispered  audibly  enough  to  a  lady  sitting  near 
him  at  the  dinner  that  all  present  heard  him,  "If  the  Chairman  reads  another  one 
of  those  damn  telegrams  I  am  going  to  get  up  and  tell  about  the  time  Hastings 
ran  away  from  home!" 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  most  appropriate  way  to  close  the  story  of  my 
parental  family  is  with  the  story  of  what  the  little  Indian  pony  that  was  in  our 
family  so  long  meant  to  the  happiness  of  ny  brothers,  my  sister,  and  me.  My 
brothers  and  I  have  provided  the  facts  concerning  our  pony  to  my  daughter,  Ada 
Wadene  Clouse  (Mrs.  Hubert  James)  Harrison,  who  has  written  the  story  an  the 
basis  "of  these  facts.  Her  story,  written  for  me  and  in  my  name,  is  as  follows: 

As  far  back  as  I  can  remember.  Choc  was  an  institution  in  our  family.  He 
was  just  a  little  Indian  cow  pony,  but  his  gentleness  and  dependability  were 
worthy  of  the  finest  human  spirit.  We  all  loved  him. 

My  older  brother  Virgil  was  a  little  boy  when  Choc  came  into  our  family. 

At  that  time.  Papa  was  operating  a  meat  market,  as  well  as  his  furniture  store 
with  Mr.  Wilson,  at  Leonard;  horses  for  rounding  up  cattle  and  driving  them  to 
the  slaughtering  pens  were  an  essential  part  of  his  business  equipment.  Papa 
had  two  cow  horses,  one  very  well  trained.  Neither  was  gentle  enough  for 
children  to  ride,  however,  and  Papa  wanted  a  family  pony.  He  began  to  look  for 
a  trade. 

Soon,  on  one  of  his  cattle-buying  trips.  Papa  encountered  a  fanner  who 
loudly  insisted  he  had  "just  the  cow  horse".  The  horse  had  been  bred  and  raised 
on  the  plains  of  the  Choctaw  Indian  Nation,  .and  the  farmer  declared  him  one  of 
the  smartest  he  had  ever  seen.  Looking  at  the  animal,  a  very  small,  plump  roan 
with  a  blazed  face  and  four  white  stockings,  Papa  doubted  some  of  the  f aimer's 
claims.  The  pony  did  not  look  like  much  of  a  cow  horse,  but  he  seemed  gentle 
enough,  and  Papa  accepted  the  trade. 

Choc's  first  test  came  a  few  days  later.  Papa,  with  some  curiosity,  rode 
the  new  pony  on  his  next  excursion  into  the  country  for  a  beef  cow.  As  they 
were  coming  home,  the  cow,  loosely  tied  to  Papa's  saddle  horn,  gave  a  sudden 
jerk,  broke  the  rope,  and  plunged  into  a  bois  d'arc  thicket.  Immediately  Choc 
was  at  her  heels;  leaping  a  fallen  tree,  he  landed,  rider  intact,  directly  ahead 
of  the  fleeing  cow  and  stopped  her  until  Papa  could  lasso  her  again.  Choc  had 
"won  his  wings"  as  a  cow  horse.  He  subsequently  proved  himself  the  best  wo  ever 
knew. 


It  was  for  his  gentleness,  however,  that  we  loved  Choc  most.  Virgil,  Gay, 
Hubert  and  I  learned  to  ride  him,  and  wc  were  soon  joined  by  youngsters  from  all 
the  country  around.  Little  Choc  became  the  best  known  horse  in  Myra  (the  little 
town  to  which  we  had  moved).  Almost  every  Sunday  afternoon  Choc  could  be  scon 
Jogging  around  town,  his  back  lined  from  head  to  tail  with  laughing  children. 


.  ' 
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JosephGodbey,16,TJ  Student,  Dies 


Joseph  Hastings  (Joe)  God- 
bey  16.  of  3990  Davila  Dnve 
a  Thomas  Jefferson  High 
School  junior,  died  Monday 
in  a  local  hospital. 

Funeral  services  will  be 
conducted  at  2  P-m.  Wednes¬ 
day  at  the  Lovers  Lane  Unit 
ed  Methodist  Church  with  Dr 
Tom  Shipp  officiating.  Bunal 
will  be  in  Hillcrest  Memorial 

PMr.  Godbey,  a  native  of 
Dallas,  was  a  member  of  the 
Lovers  Lane  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

Survivors  include  his  par 
ents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  K. 
Godbey  of  Dallas;  a  sister. 
Miss  Gayle  H_  godbey  of 
Dallas'  a  brother,  John  K. 
Godbey  Jr.  of  New  York  City 
and  grandparents,  Mrs.  J.  J- 
Godbey  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hastings  Harrison,  all  of  Dai 

!  ^Pallbearers  will  be  Charlie 
Bradford,  Mike  Cain.  Danny 
Cook,  Ted  Dillard  Joey  Dorn 
ahue,  Neil  Hopkins  Bob 
Johnson  and  Jimmie  Murphy. 

The  family  has  designated 
the  Hematology  Research 


-^4 


1 


\  i 

f  % 


\ 


\ 


xs 


JOSEPH  GODBEY 

Fund,  Southwestern  Medical 
School,  The  University  of 
Texas,  Dallas,  or  Southern 
Methodist  University,  to  re¬ 
ceive  memorial  gifts. 


L 


0 


If  a  single  one  of  his  charges  fell  off,  Choc  stopped  instantly  and  would  not 
move  until  the  child  was  picked  up.  His  understanding  of  children .was  phenomenal. 

Of  course,  Virgil  early  taught  Choc  the  little  tricks  to  which  smart  prni^s 
have  teen  subjected  since  animals  were  first  domesticated.  He  said  "Howdy"  with 
his  right  forefoot;  he  lay  down  and  turned  over  when  commanded;  he  placed  him- 
self~nder  the  upraised  burgy  shafts  when  called  to  be  harnessed;  he  remained 
where  he  was  whenever  the  reins  were  dropped  over  his  head  onto  the  ground.  If 
the  driver  fell  asleep  while  Choc  was  pulling  the  buggy  (as  Virgil  says  he  often 
did  on  the  way  back  from  his  girl's  house).  Choc  could  bo  depended  upon  Vo  steer 
away  from  -approaching  vehicles  and  find  his  way  home.  He  was  not  a  fancy  pacer, 
but  he  could  maintain  his  easy  "running-walk"  gait  for  long  distances  without 
tiring  himself  or  his  rider.  Despite  Choc’s  short  legs,  my  brothers  and  I  usually 
won  our  youthful  races  down  open  country  roads. 

In  several  ways,  Choc’s  Indian  heritage  had  left  its  mark.  If  out  in  the 
pasture,  he  was  sometimes  difficult  to  catch.  At  times,  in  his  younger  days,  a 
streak  of  stubbornness  appeared,  and  he  would  refuse  to  pull  a  load.  Quick- 
motioned  and  alert,  he  was  sure-footed  on  any  terrain. 

Originally,  Papa  gave  Choc  to  my  brother  Virgil.  When  Virgil  needed  money 
to  go  to  college,  though.  Papa  traded  him  a  horse' we  were  willing  to  sell.  Choc 
thereafter  belonged  to  the  whole  family.  In  19l0,  however,  we  moved  to  Waxn- 
hachie.  There,  we  had  no  place  to  keep  him,  and  he  had  to  be  sold.  The  payment 
was  fifty  dollars,  a  handsome  price  for  a  horse  Choc’s  age.  '/'Then  Papa  came  hone 
and  told  us,  wo  all  cried.  Choc  had  been  in  our  family  nearly  twenty-five  years. 


Children  born  after  book  was  published  - 


Joseph  Hastings  Godbey,  son  of  John  Kirby  Godbey  and 
Jo  Fay  Harrison  (Mrs.  John  Kirby)  Godbey,  was  born 
November  2,  1952.  See  pages  39A  and  40A. 


Son's  of  Hubert  James  Harrison  and  Wadene  Clouse 

(Mrs.  Hubert  James)  Harrison- 

1.  Keith  Daniel  Harrison  -  born  September  27,  1953, 
at  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 

2.  Mark  Hastings  Harrison  -  born  July  25,  1955, 
at  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 

3.  Shawn  McElmore  Harrison  -  born  April  15,  1960, 
at  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 


■ 


Uh 

(Copy) 


Dan  Cook  lived  across  the  street  from  Joseph  Hastings 
Godbey  and  was  his  chum  and  best  friend.  The -letter 
below  was  to  Joe's  parents,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  K.  Godbey. 


Octc^ys^o^.  \C\G>S 

OTTju.  o-'ncS.  OTl/uy  Jb  , 

j^\yuJ2e£l  JLxJfcj*. 

9^-^j-to  /v^o<a.  c^av<  jto  /yy\JL .  \D  Jfe^vtu>' 

JWr  ^vXlcL  .^xxq  iiW>wjv 

^pOCfe/i/3  _^\jlyy\jC>£J<L^. 

^  -O^-rruo  Jtul  oJ2iJLXXy^)  J\o^c£L  C<. 

JciCkAV^  ,  c^/Yvcfi.  _^3xxxtsLA. o 

>oPu^O-  . 

3  JWw.  ^OdXxCJt^  ay^/Cvyvi  cx_  J2x^  „jfcc  /-vyvx, 

XorCrfe.  (^Ai/Dwfc.  .^QAJjC&L 

a/rvj  -^xil  ^xxcfi  Cro  ciUucfi.,  CX/Yv^S.  ^ 

;^^vv°to  ck-uQ  J^-^L.  _$jkq£,  S^~  C Cr^vJ^cQ.  .a'WJ 

C^j^‘CjlX7^°  X^>^y\JL  CrVJ^L  jLo 
)YYpVA>^^  JV,YruCXfi-£^  ,  JL-rV  .Q/C^VOO^ 

rv^  0^  >„ecx_tei^>  J^o-ocJk/u  cvy\^0 

-OJYOtAAD  qJl  XaMAT^t^K-Cvv^  .Jksu.  dU<£  t  J?3c^S<UoJ2.Q-V^ 

!x/yv»  -^o  ot  PtfPft'b  CxY^  ^icx^xxvo^. 

!  cJot,  cr>-^  o-^ 

jaA-Kju  J^nru^vxrKi  crO  ^pxu5^>oJoJlc^  j^a>-Qa3 

>CY^CJ2J-UL&a_v  , 
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THE  ELIZABETH  JOPLIN  FAIIILY 


Bible  Records,  confirmed  by  the  Federal  Census  of  Sevier  County,  Arkansas; 
in  l85>0,  and  Polk  County,  Arkansas,  in  i860,  clearly  prove  that  my  grandmother, 
Elizabeth  Joplin,  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1823.  Bible  Records  state  that  she 
died  in  October,  1863,  at  the  age  of  l;0.  Deeply  Jo  I  regret  that  I  have  not 
found  authentic  information  on  her  exact  birthday  nor  the  exact  date  of  her 
death.  Although  my  father  was  just  "going  or.  8"  when  she  died,  he  remembered 
her  well  and  loved  her  dearly  and  Gloriously  sang  her  praises  until  his  own 
earthly  sun  had  set  in  his  88th  year. 

In  Amt  Roxanna  Harrison  and  William  P.  Oliver’s  Family  Bible  Record,  Aunt 
Roxanna  listed  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  her  grandfather,  Silas  M.  Joplin,  as 
follows: 

Brothers  Sisters 


Levi  Joplin 
B.  Joplin 
David  Joplin 
Joseph  Joplin 


Nancy  Joplin 
Polly  Joplin 
Jane  Joplin 
Elizabeth  Joplin 


As  stated  elsewhere  in  the  story  of  the  Daniel  Bluford  Harrisons,  the  Bible 
Record  states  that  Silas  M.  Joplin  married  Nancy,  a  daughter  of  Aaron  Cunningham, 

In  the  pioneer  days  of  the  Joplin  family  in  America,  the  surname  ended  with 
the  letter  "g",  (Jopling).  Indeed,  as  late  as  the  l3?0  Federal  Census  of  Ark¬ 
ansas,  all  members  of  the  family  spelled  their  name  that  way.  In  later  years 
many  dropped  the  "g"  and  since  then  have  spelled  their  surname  as  "Joplin"  - 
this  explains  the  absence  of  the  "g"  in  Aunt  Roxanna’ s  Bible  Record  of  her  Joplin 
antecedents.  Even  so,  a  number  of  the  family  have  never  omitted  the  "g"  and 
still  spell  their  surname  as  Jopling.  It  seems  self  evident  to  me  that  my  father 
was  right  when  he  told  me  that  his  mother’s  people,  originally,  came  to  America 
from  Ireland. 


In  Aunt  Roxanna* s  Bible  Record  she  listed  as  sons  and  daughters  of  her 
maternal  grandparents,  Silas  M.  and  Nancy  (Cunningham)  Joplin,  the  following 
children:  Jackson  J.,  William  C. ,  Kary  Elizabeth,  Jane,  Martha,  Frances,  Aaron, 
James,  Susan,  Levi,  Emily  and  Dock.'  Her  Bible  R0cord  also  listed  marriages  of 
the  children  as  follows:  Jackson  J.  married  Jane  Tackett ;  William  C.  married 
Mahala  Ward;  Mary  Elizabeth  married  Daniel  E.  Harrison;  James  married  a  Miss 
Chandler;  Susan  married  a  man  named  Bolan;  and  Emily  first  married  a  Mr.  Butler, 
and  when  he  died  she  married  Henry  T,  Walker.  In  the  Bible  Record  Aunt  Roxanna 
indicated  other  facts,  such  as  these: 

1.  Dock  was  the  youngest  son  and  Emily  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  the  Joplin 
family.  Dock  left  for  the  War  Between  the  States  and  never  returned  home. 

2.  Daniel  3.  Harrison  was  bom  September  15,  l8li>.  He  married  Elizabeth  Joplin, 
daughter  of  Silas  M.  and  Nancy  (Cunningham)  Joplin. 

3.  Elizabeth  Joplin  died  in  October,  1363. 

!i.  Daniel  3.  Harrison  died  on  May  30,  18 ?5. 

William  C.  Joplin,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1822,  and  his  wife,  Mahala 
(Ward)  Joplin,  are  described  in  a  History  of  Western  Arkansas,  as  pioneers  of 
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that  section  of  the  State.  The  History,  published  in  1891,  stated -that  Million  C. 
Joplin  died  a  few  years  after  settling  in  Arkansas  but  that  his  widow  was  still 
an  esteemed  resident  of  Polk  County.  John  Joplin,  65,  who  was  bom  m  ol 
County  and  still  resides  there,  is  a  grandson  of  William  and  Mahala.  John  s 
father,  Daniel  Bluford  Joplin,  named  for  my  Grandfather  Harrison,  and  John,  both 
served  long  terms  with  distinction  ar.d  honor  as  Sheriffs  of  Polk  County.  John, 
a  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  Arkansas,  is  nou  Tax  Officer  for  his  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  state. 

Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  other  Joplin  children  and  their  mother,  and  prob¬ 
ably  their  father,  early  followed  William  C.  and  Mahala  from  Tishomingo  County, 
Mississippi,  to  Polk  County,  Arkansas  -  so  states  Aunt  Roxanna's  Bible  Record, 
and  her  statement  is  substantiated  by  the  Polk  County  Census  Records  of  i860  and 
1870.  All  of  the  children  of  Daniel  Bluford  Harrison  and  Elizabeth  { Joplin ) 
Harrison  moved  to  Texas  from  Arkansas.  Most  of  them  lived  out  their  rather  long 
and  very  useful  lives  and  reared  large  families  in  this  state.  James  Joplin  and 
his  family  did  likewise.  He  was  often  in  their  homes.  Some  of  the  older  grand¬ 
children  of  the  Daniel  B.  Harrison's,  now  living,  have  gleams  in  their  eyes  as 

they  speak  with  tender  affection  of  "Uncle  Jim  Joplin", 

'  *  # 

Jackson  J. ,  age  UO,  bom  in  Tennessee",  and  his  next  youngest  brother,  Levi 
Joplin,  age  2h,  and  also  bom  in  Tennessee,  appear  with  their' families  in  the 
i860  Federal  Census  of  Polk  County.  Jackson's  widowed  mother,  Mrs.  Silas  M. 

(Nancy)  Joplin,  then  60,  born  in  Tennessee,  was  living  with  him  and  his  family, 
according  to" the  Census.  The  same  i860  Census  shows  Mahala  Joplin,  age  31,  bom 
in  Tennessee,  widow  of  William  C,  Joplin,  and  their  five  little  children.  The 
1870  Federal  Census  of  Polk  County  shows  the  widow,  my  groat" grandmother,  Nancy 
Joplin  at  age  70  living  in  the  home  of  her  youngest  daughter,  Emily,  age  33,  bom 
in  Mississippi,  and  that  of  Bnily's  second  husband,  Henry  T.  Walker,  age  45,  born 
in  South  Carolina.  All  Census  Records  I  have  found  that  are  of  pertinent  inter¬ 
est  to  the  Harrison — Joplin  families  will  be  appended  to  this  factual  narrative. 

It  is  highly  probable,  though  not  certain  to  be  sure, . that  my  great  grand¬ 
father,  Silas  M.  Joplin,  moved  to  Arkansas  from  Mississippi  shortly  before  his 
death  which,  according  to  Census  Records,  must  have  occurred  in  the  1850 's.  We 
have  his  Census  Record  in  Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi,  in  1550.  _ Family  tra¬ 
dition  and  Federal  Census  Records  reveal  the  information  that  the  first  ten  of 
the  twelve  children  of  Silas  M.  and  Nancy  Joplin  wcrc.born  in  Tennessee  and  that^ 
the  last  two,  Ehily  and  Dock,  were  bom  in  Mississippi.  'Levi  Joplin-,  -he  last  ox 
the  children  who  was  bom  in  Tennessee,  was  bom  in  1836.  Census  Records  of  Polk 
County,  Arkansas  of  1870  show  that  Snily,  the  next  child  after  Levi,  and  the  next 
to  the  youngest  child,  was  born  in  Mississippi  .in  1337.  We,  therefore,  nos 
surely  know  that  the  Silas  M.  Joplin  family  moved  from  Tennessee  to  Tishomingo 
County,  Mississippi  cither  in  late  1336  or  in  the  early  part  of  1837. 

The  fact  that  the  Joplin  family  moved  to  Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi  in 
1836  or  1837  should  be  of  particular  interest  to  us,  their  progeny,  for  it  was 
in  February,  1836  that  Tishomingo  County,  which  included  all  of  what  is  now  Tish¬ 
omingo,  Alcorn  and  Prentiss  Counties  was  created  by  Enactment  of  the  Mississippi 
Legislature.  Tishomingo  County  was  carved  out  of  "The  Free  State  of  Tishomingo". 
The  "Free  State"  had  .an  area  of  a  million  square  miles.  It  was  originally  a  part 
of  the  Chickasaw  nation' and  the  Indian  nation.  It  included  parts  of  what  are  now 
the  states  of  Tennessee,  Alabama  and  Mississippi.  It  was  this  historic  section  of 
our  great  country  of  which  cur  beloved  Joplin  ancestors  were  early  pioneers  in 
1837. 
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CENSUS  RECORDS  OF  ELIZABETH  JOPLIN  (MRS.  DANIEL  BLUFORD)  HARRISON ' S 
MATERNAL  GRANDPARENTS,  PARENTS,  SOME  OF  HER  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS  AND  AN  UNCLE 


1840  Census 
Hardin  County,  Tenn. 

Aaron  Cunningham 


Males 


Females 


Comments ;  Aaron  Cunningham  was  one  of  my  great-great-grand- 
fathers.  One  of  his  daughters,  Nancy,  married  Silas  M.  Jopling. 
Elizabeth  Joplin,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Silas  M.  and  Nancy 
Cunningham  Jopling,  was  my  grandmother,  Mrs.  Daniel  B.  Harri¬ 
son.  A  deed  in  1846  in  Old  Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi, 
showed  land  conveyed  from  Aaron  Cunningham  to  Silas  Jopling. 
The  Deed  is  on  record  at  the  Courthouse  in  Corinth.  Many  of 
my  Jopling  relatives,  including  my  grandmother,  Elizabeth 
Jopling  Harrison,  dropped  the  "g"  and  spelled  their  name  as 


1  (15-20)  1  (20-30) 

1  (60-70)  1  (50-60) 

Joplin.  The  majority  of  my  Jopling  relatives  spell  their  name  as  Joplin  now  but  there 
are  a  consderable  number  who  still  use  the  "g".  Some  of  the  early  Joplings  spelled 
their  names  alternately  as  Jopling  and  Joplin.  The  1845  Tishomingo  County  Census 
listed  Aaron  Cunningham’s  famly  as  one  male  and  one  female.  The  1850  Federal  Census 
of  the  same  County  listed  his  widow  as  Nancy  Cunningham,  75.  My  grandmother,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Joplin  Harrison,  according  to  subsequent  census  reports,  was  born  in  1823  and 
was,  therefore,  7  years  of  age,  and  the  female  in  the  family  of  5  to  10  when  the  1830 
Wayne  County,  Tennessee  Census  was  taken. 

Dr.  Worth  Ray  in  "Tennessee  Cousins”  on  page  26  shows  that  Aaron  Cunningham's  father, 
my  great-great-great-grandfather,  was  Christopher  Cunningham.  Christopher  Cunning¬ 
ham's  Will,  qf  which  I  have  photostatic  and  certified  copies,  dated  November  10,  1782, 
and  proved  in  1783  in  Washington  County,  North  Carolina,  now  Tennessee,  left  his 
property  to  his  wife,  Mary  and  "my  fifteen  children."  Aaron  was  the  thirteenth  child 
mentioned.  The  Will  stated  that  Mary,  mother  of  Christopher's  last  thirteen  children, 
received  a  legacy  from  John  Musgrgve*  ■^th^-^me^cj&ul4-feay«--heen-Muogrove6— >-pre- 
sumably  her  father.  Christopher  Cunningham  ^as  one  of  the  fifteen  signers  of  the  Wa¬ 
tauga  Articles  that  governed  the  historic  WfeCagtTSettlement.  Christopher '  s  first  wife 
was  Susannah  Patton,  mother  of  his  first  two  children.  Christopher  was  remembered 
in  the  Augusta,  Virginia,  Will  of  Jacob  Fatton,  possibly  Susannah’s  father. 


1830  Wayne  County,  Tenn.  Census 
of  Silas  M.  Jopling 


1840  Old  Tishomingo  County,  Miss.  Census 
of  Silas  M.  Jopling _ 


Males 

1  under  5 

1  (5-10) 

2  (10-15) 
1  30-40) 


Females 

1  under  5 
1  (5-10) 

1  (30-40) 


Males 

2  under  5 
1  (10-15) 
1  (40-50) 


Females 

1  under  5 
3  (10-15) 
1  (15-20) 
1  (40-50) 


1850  Old  Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi,  Census 


Silas  M.  Jopling 
Nancy  Jopling 
Frances  Joplin*? 

Susan  Jopling  f 
Levi  Jopling 
Ebaily  Jopling 
Pleasant  (Dock)  Jopling 


54 

50 

20 

15 

14 

12 

10 


Farmer 

Wife 

Daughter 

Daughter 

Son 

Daughter 

Son 


Born 

Born 

Born 

Born 

Born 

Born 

Born 


in  North  Carolina 
in  Tennessee 
in  Tennessee 
in  Tennessee 
in  Tennessee 
in  Mississippi 
in  Mississippi 

ieve^ Jackson  J.  , 

Ci?^ma?r'ied  Polly  Ward  on  August  5,  1844,  and  William 
C.  married  Mahala  Ward  on  October  8,  ‘1844,  in  Tishomingo  County,  Missssippi.  Their 
marriages  are  on  record  at  the  Corinth,  Mississippi,  Courthouse.  Polly  and  Mahala 
Ward  n^ay  have  been  sisters.  ,  ,  tl 


Comments : 
William  C. 


-TliruB  ihe 
and  Aaron  C. 


eider 

Aaron  C^pmarri 


f  , Silas  M.  and  Nancy  Jopling  wefte^Jackson 


.  _ j.  ^  ^ 


-o 


•  • 
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5'fc. 

^  ’1800  Census  ’  Tlie  James  and  mark  Joplin  families  were 


4  V 


/Jv  /^£<7 


+ly-,i 


Wake  County,  N.  C. 
James  Joplin 


Males 

1  (under  10) 

2  (10-16) 

1  (16-26) 

1  (45  &  up) 


Females 
3  (under  10) 
1  (26-45) 

1  45  &  up) 


Joplin  families  were  the  only  Joplins 
in  North  Carolina  in  1790.  They  were  listed  in  the  1790 
and  1800  Census  Records  of  Wake  County,  Nbrth  Carolina. 
Mark  Joplin  died  in  1815.  His  Will,  probated  in  Wake 
County,  named  all  of  his  sons  and  daughters.  He  had  no 
son  by  the  name  of  Silas  M.  Joplin.  My  great-grandfather. 
Silas  M.  Joplin(g) ,  according  to  his  1850  census  -  see 
page  43  -  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1796.  James  Joplin 
whose  census  record  is  carried  on  this  page  e-ht-her  died* 
intestate  er-moved  -eway^f nom-Wak-e  County  a-fter- 1800- and»n)/ 
ddsedseiW'itosre  •  'I^hl«k-<the_re^canjDe^ncLdouht--that^Si4-as 
J«»l-i*I g Uwas-James^  ymingse b-e on ,~undeiL  lO^iv-the -1800  Wake  County  Census^—lt  ™«s- 
an-e&riv-day-'Cus^om  -that-alill-prevai-Ls  to-a  considerable  extent-  for  a.  father  to  name 
Vi 3  g  f  i  rst  s&n-for-his~~owrr~father>-  Sddas^Joplin(g)  is  first  son,  my  great-uncle.  James 
Jeplinfg)-r-ne-  douiUrvaas^named-  for  -Ms-grandfather.  JjjsTts^iX  ^  /JT?' 

There  was  a  Ralph  Joplin(g)  in  Amherst  County,  Virginia,  whose,  will  was  probated 
in  1791  In  his  will,  he  left  "my  land  in  Burke  County,  North  Carolina,  to  my  sons, 
Ralph  and  James  Joplin(g)."  Ralph  may  have  been  the  grandfather  of  Silas  M.  Joplin(g). 
There  was  a  Ralph  Joplin(g),  living  in  Bedford  County,  Virginia,  who  served  as  an 
Ensign  in  the  Continental  Line  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  according  to  the  Virginia 
Magazine  of  History,  Volume  3,  January  1895,  No.  3.  He  may  or  may  not  have  been  the 
the  Ralph  Joplin(g)  whose  will  was  probated  in  Amherst  County  m  1/91.  ^°m®  authors 

sav  that  the  Joplin  families  in  Amherst  were  of  Welsh  extraction.  Presumably,  another 
Ralph  Joplin(g)  served  as  Sergeant  in  Captain  Samuel  Jordan  Cabell's  Company  m  the 
6th  Virginia  Regiment,  of  the  Revolutionary  War  -  Lt.  Colonel  James  Hendrick,  Commanaer. 

Thomas  Joplin(g)  settled  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  Albermarle  County,  in  1749. 

He  owned  land  adjoining  the  plantation  on  which  Thomas_ Jefferson,  later  President , 
lived  He  died  and  left  a  will  in  Amherst  County,  Virginia,  m  1/89.  While  he  did  no  u 
mention  a  son  Ralph  Joplin(g) ,  one  author  reports  that  he  had  a  son  by  that  name.  Sons 
named  were  James,  Thomas  and  Josiah  Joplin(g).  There  was  a  Josiah  Joplin(g)  whose 
will  was  probated  in  Amherst  County,  Virginia,  m  1797.  Born  m  1/49,  he  was  a 
son  of  Thomas.  Some  members  of  the  family  changed  the  spelling  of  the  name  from 

Joplin  to  Jopling  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Eighteenth  Century  Many  carry  the  g  ^ 

to  this  dav  hut  the  majority  have  resumed  the  original  spelling  and  dropped  the  g, 
including  most  of  my  Joplin  relatives.  The  "Lost  Order  Book,"  published  in  1951,  by 
J  P  Bell  and  Company,  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  page  70,  lists  Thomas  Joplm(g),  Josiah 
Joplin(g) ,  James  Joplin(g)  and  John  Joplin(g)  as  soldiers  in  the  Revolution  from 

Amherst  County,  Virginia. 


1830  Census 

Lawrence  County,  Tenn. 
Aaron  Cunningham 


Males 
1  (  5-10) 
(10-15) 
(15-20) 
(20-30) 
(50-60) 


Females 
1  (10-15) 
(15-20) 
(20-30) 
(50-60) 


1 

1 

1 


Aaron  Cunningham,  my  great  2  grandfather,  whose  daughter, 
Nancy,  married  my  great-grandfather,  Silas  M.  Joplin(g)  ,. 
served  as  a  Private  in  the  Infantry  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
travelled  286  miles  from  the  Lebanon  District  that  now 
embraces  Wilson  and  otJu^  Counties  in  Tennessee,  to 
Fayetteville,  Lincoln^Tennessee,  and  return.  He  was 
mustered  in  at  Fayetteville.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
January  4,  1814.  He  served  under  Colonel  Wynne  and 
Captain  Wilson  and  Captain  Porter.  His  brothers  listed 
in  the  will  of  his  father,  Christopher  Cunningham,  Sr.  , 
were  John,  Jacob,  Joseph,  Matthew,  Moses  and  David  Cun¬ 
ningham.  John  and  Moses  were  in  Wilson,  Matthew  in 
Bedford  Joseph  in  Warren  and  David  in  Rutherford  Counties  in  Tennessee  in  1820,  all 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Counties  in  which  Aaron  lived  from  1805  until  the  time  of 
his  death. 

Dr.  Worth  Ray  in  "The  Lost  Tribes  Of  North  Carolina"  says  that  Christopher  Cun¬ 
ningham  was  a  descendant  of  Captain  W-ll-a.-  C,,rn*.*gham,  the  latter  being  a  member  of 
a  family  of  English  merchants.  Ray  says  that  Captain  William  Cunningham  came  first 
to  the  Colony  of  Virginia  in  1635  in  behalf  of  trade  for  his  famly  and  firm  and  made  nume 
reus  trips  back  and  forth  across  the  Atlantic.  He  says  that  soon  after  1635,  Captain 
William  Cunningham  and  two  of  his  sons,  Nehemiah  and  Jonathan,  whom  he  had  brought  on 


r  s') 


-tfi 


I » 


{\z\r-£L4  - 


k  U-C,.A- 1'  ^  /V;4w  1  /wl.U 

Ji£.  j2j.  I  <-„  a^u^d  L  uJ../MfiA.  ^  ._*" 


omiiigo^  Coun 


7  /  7/ S 


J.  J.  Jopling 
Jane  " 

George  11 
Martha  " 
Elizabeth" 
Nancy  C.  " 
Sarah  " 


lv. 

iiy,  Miss^cnsus  of~J?  J,  Jopling  y 

Bom  in  Tennessee  'V~i^ 

"  7^. :  ibjL. 

Mississippi  q  * 


Farmer 

Wife 

Son 

Daughter 


ii 

it 

ii 


ii 

it 

n 


It 

II 

II 

II 

II 


X 


II 

If 

II 


% 


7”-t~  . 

'"if* 


//r 


Commentsi  My  great-uncle,  Jackson  J.  (John)  Jopling  was  the  oldest  son  of  Silas 
M.  and  Nancy  Jopling.  He  and  his  family  moved  to  Arkansas  in ^1051. 


r_J- 


The  above  census  was  taken  early  in  the  year  of  1850. 
age  2,  in  the  above  census,  was  Catherine. 


Hie  middle  name  of  Nancy,  r? 


cu,J 
L-  * 


i860  Polk  County,  Ark.  Census  of  Jackson  J.  (John)  Jopling 


Jackson  J.  Jopling 
Minerva  Jane  " 

George  W.  " 

Martha  E.  " 

Elizabeth  " 

Nancy  C.  " 

Wta.  Thomas  " 

James  J.  11 

Nancy  " 


ho 

- 

Farmer 

Uo 

- 

Wife 

18 

- 

Son 

16 

- 

Daughter 

lli 

- 

n 

12 

- 

n 

8 

- 

Son 

2 

- 

it 

60 

- 

His  Mother 

Born  in  Tennessee 


ii  ii  'I 

ii  »  Mississippi 

it  ii  n 

n  ii  u 

ii  it  n 

"  "  Arkansas 

it  ii  ii 

"  "  Tennessee 


Comments:  My  great-uncle,  Jackson  J.  Jopling's  father,  Silas  M.,  had  died  before 
— - - or  after  the  Jopling  families  moved  in  l8£l  from  Mississippi  to  Arkan¬ 

sas,  I  do  not  know  where  or  when.  My  great  grandmother,  Nancy  Jopling,  60,  J,n 
i860,  was  living  with  her  eldest  son,  John,  and  his  family.  The  daughter, .  'Diza- 
beth,  was  named  for  my  grandmother,  Elizabeth  Joplin  (Mrs.  Daniel  B.)  Harrison, 


1870  Polk  County,  Ark.  Census  (Cove  Township)  Dallas  Post  Office 

oT~Jackson  J.  ( John )~J op ling 


Jackson  J.  Jopling 

50 

- 

Farmer 

- 

Born 

in 

Tennessee 

Minerva  Jane  " 

— 

So 

— 

Wife 

- 

11 

11 

15 

Nancy  Catherine  " 

<*» 

22 

- 

Daughter 

- 

n 

ii 

Mississippi 

Wm.  Thomas  " 

me 

18 

- 

Son 

- 

it 

11 

Arkansas 

John  F.  " 

— 

9 

- 

i» 

- 

11 

it 

ft 

Daniel  R.  " 

- 

7 

- 

11 

- 

11 

it 

If 

Daniel  Bluford" 

- 

IS 

- 

Nephew 

- 

ti 

it 

It 

Comments:  The  l8?0  Census  was  the  last  I  have  of  my  great-uncle,  Jackson  J.(John) 
"  Jopling’s  family.  That  both  ho  and  his  brother,  William  C.  Jopling, 

named  sons  Daniel  in  honor  of  their  brother-in-law,  my  grandfather,  Daniel  Bluford 
Harrison,  near  whom  they  lived,  reflected  their  affectionate  esteem  for  him.  Be¬ 
fore  i860  Daniel  Bluford  Joplin's  widowed  mother,  Mahala  Ward  (Mrs.  Win.  C.) 
Jopling,  had  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Robert  Suits.  ..ipparcntly  Daniel  Bluford 
was  living  or  visiting  in  the  .home  of  his  uncle,  John,  when  the  1870  Census  was 
taken.  Beginning  with  Daniel  Bluford  Joplin,  the  descendants  of  William  C.  and 
Mahala  Ward  Jopling  dropped  the  "g"  in  their  surname. 
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later  trips,  sold  their  headrights  in  York  County,  Virginia,  for  other  lands.  Ray 
stated  that  one  of  Nehemiah’s  sons,  Alexander,  was  the  father  of  Christopher  Cunning¬ 
ham,  Sr.  Christopher  Cunningham,  Sr.,  was  my  great  3  grandfather.  Dr- Ray  said  that 
Christopher  Cunningham,  Sr. ,  son  of  Alexander,  lived  for  sometime  in  Shenandoah 
County,  Virginia,  and  that  he  moved  to  Augusta  County  and  from  there  to  "West  of  the 
Alleghenies"  where  he  helped  establish  the  Watauga  Settlement.  Dr.  Ray  did  not 
document  the  Cunningham  lineage.  The  lineage,  as  given  by  him,  in  "The  Lost  Tribes 
of  North  Carolina,"  may  not  be  correct.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is. 

The  Territory  West  of  the  Alleghenies,  now  Eastern  Tenessee,  was  established 
by  a  group  of  settlers  on  the  Watauga  River,  a  source  of  the  Tennessee,  mostly  from 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  in  1772.  These  settlers,  among  whom  was  my  great  3  grand¬ 
father,  Christopher  Cunningham,  were  geographically  isolated.  The  settlers  named 
their  Colony,  Watauga,  and  organized  the  Watauga  Association  to  be  governed 
by  Articles  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly.  Although  the  Watauga  Assciation 
was  an  independent  Colony  for  four  years,  the  influx  of  renegades  and  outlaws 
from  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  made  the  preservation  of  law  and  order  impos¬ 
sible.  J.  G.  M.  Ramsey  in  his  book  "The  Annals  of  Tennessee,"  page  138,  lists  the 
signers  of  the  Petition  of  the  Watauga  Association  to  North  Carolina  in  behalf  of  an¬ 
nexation  to  that  state.  On  his  list  of  the  signers  were  the  names  of  Christopher  Cun¬ 
ningham,  Sr.,  and  Christopher  Cunningham,  Jr.  The  Petition  was  written  in  1776,  the 
year  of  our  Declaration  of  Independence.  The  Petition  was  granted  and  the  District 
was  named  Washington  County,  North  Carolina. 

In  an  index  book  of  legal  records  at  the  State  Library  of  History  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  there  is  fully  one  page  of  references  to  legal  transactions  and  activities 
of  Christopher  Cunningham,  Sr.,  and  Christopher  Cunningham,  Jr. 

My  great  3  grandfather,  Christopher  Cunningham,  left  a  will  in  Washington  County, 
North  Carolina,  to  "my  wife  Mary  and  my  fifteen  children."  We  can  be  sure  that  he 
was  Christopher  Cunningham,  Sr.,  because  on  September  18,  1798,  in  the  Records  of 
Carter  County,  Tennessee,  Mary,  widow  of  Christopher  Cunningham,  Sr. ,  conveys  590 
acres  of  land  to  Isaac  and.  Nathaniel  Taylor,  "willed  to  me  during  my  life  time  by  Chris¬ 
topher  Cunningham,  Sr.,"  a  field  now  occupied  by  Aaron  Cunningham,  lying  next  to  Jesse 
Whitson's,  reserving  certain  uses  and  privileges  for  her  life  time.  Christopher  Cun¬ 
ningham,  Jr.,  died  more  than  a  year  before  his  father.  Therefore,  he  was  not  listed 
with  his  fifteen  brothers  and  sisters  in  his  father's  will. 

Christopher  Cunningham's  will,  written  on  November  10,  1782,  and  probated  in 
Washington  County  in  1783,  named  Joseph  W.  Tipton,  brother  of  Colonel  John  Tipton, 
and  Matthew  Talbot  as  Executors.  Talbot  built  one  of  the  first  two  mills  on  the  banks 
of  the  Watauga  River,  about  1769.  His  namesake  and  grandson,  Matthew  Talbot,  was 
named  Governor  of  Georgia  in  1819.  Witnesses  to  his  will  were  a  son-in-law,  Robert 
Orr,  and  Isaac  Taylor.  Joseph  Tipton  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly  and  Isaac  Taylor 
was  Secretary  of  the  Senate  of  the  "Free  State  of  Franklin."  My  great  3  grandfather, 
Christopher  Cunningham,  Sr.  ,  in  his  will,  made  it  clear  that  his  first  two  living 
children,  including  Susannah  Robertson,  were  by  a  former  marriage,  and  that  his  last 
thirteen  children  mentioned,  including  my  great  2  grandfather,  Aaron  Cunningham,  were 
by  his  wife,  Mary. 

Moses  Cunningham  proved  in  open  court,  with  himself  and  two  of  his  brothers,  Aaron 
and  Matthew  as  witnesses,  in  Carter  County,  Tennessee,  May  18,  1805  "An  Instrument  of 
Writing"  that  had  been  executed  and  signed  by  his  brother,  Jacob  Cunningham,  August  4, 
1790,  in  Washington  County,  North  Carolina,  in  which  Jacob,  son  of  Christopher  Cunningham 
and  Mary,  his  wife,  had  "bargoned  and  sold"  unto  Isaac  Taylor  all  of  his  "rite"  of  his 
part  of  the  legacy  of  land  willed  him  by  his  father,  Christopher  Cunningham,  deceased. 

At  a  court  held  at  Jonesborough ,  now  Jonesboro,  in  Carter  County,  North  Carolina, 
on  the  27th  day  of  August,  1781,  the  noted  Colonel  Charles  Robertson  was  empowered 
to  administer  the  Estate  of  Christopher  Cunningham,  deceased.  Colonel  Robertson 
joined  by  William  McNabb  and  Andrew  Taylor,  gave  a  secured  bond  "in  the  just  and  full 
sum  of  200,000  pounds"  to  insure  Colonel  Robertson’s  pledge  faithfully  to  administer 
the  Estate,  as  by  law  required.  The  Deed  Record  of  Mary  Cunningham,  widow  of  Christo- 


45 


1850  Old  Tishomingo  County.  Mississippi  Census 
(Northern  Division)  of  William  C.  Jopling 


William  C.  Jopling  -  28 
M ah ala  "  "  21 
Levi  ”  -  5 
Thomas  Aaron  "  -  3 
Elizabeth  Ann  "  -  1 


Farmer  - 
Wife 
Son 

i«  - 

Daughter  - 


Bom  in  Tennessee 

H  tl  « 

«  •'  Mississippi 


«i 

it 


Cerrmentsi  My  groat-uncla,  -ttllinm  0.  Jopline,  and  hi^fomily  moved 
County,  Arkansas,  in  l35l.  He  died  in  the  fall  of  1859. 

Census  was  taken  early  in  the  y.-ar  of  1850. 

i860  Polk  County,  Arkansas  Census 
of 

Mrhala  Ward  (Mrs,  Wru  C.)  Jopling 

Born  in  Tennessee 
«  "  Mississippi 

11  11  11 

n  11  *» 

»  i»  Arkansas 
11  11  11 

11  n  n 

Comments:  Mahala  Jopling  was  the  widow  of  my  great-uncle, ^iliiam^C.  jopling. 

-  Daniel  Bluford  Joplin  was  named  for  my  grandfather,  Daniel. Bluiord 

Harrison,  a^OIizabiih^as  named  for  William  C.  Jopling' s  sister,  Elizabeth, 
my  grandmother  Harrison.  The  i860  Census  was  taken  early  m  the  year. 

i860  Polk  County.  Arkansas  Census 
of  Levi  Joplin 


Mahala 

Jopling 

- 

31 

- 

Farmer 

mm 

Levi 

n 

- 

lU 

- 

Son 

• 

Aaron 

It 

- 

12 

mm 

ft 

• 

Eliza  Ann 

11 

- 

10 

- 

Daughter 

«* 

Daniel  Bluford  " 

- 

6 

- 

Son 

• 

Elizabeth 

II 

- 

3 

- 

Daughter 

— 

Susan 

11 

- 

1 

- 

11 

■* 

Levi  Joplin  -  2k 
Josephine  "  -  17 
Frances  "  -  2 


Farmer 

Wife 

Daughter  - 


Bom  in  Tennessee 
'•  "  Arkansas 

n  11  11 


Comments:  My  great-uncle,  Levi  Joplin,  was  a. younger  brother  of  my  grandmother 
Harrison*  He  had  dropped  the  "g"  in  his  name. 

♦  •a************ 

My  great-aunt,  Bnily  E.  Joplin,  married  a  man  named  Butler.  After  his  d°''th 
she  married  Henry  T.  Walker.  She  and  her  mother,  my  great  grandmother,  Nancy 
Cunningham  (Mrs.  Silas  M.)  Jopling,  appear  with  Mr.  Walker  in  the  Polk  County, 
Arkansas  Census  of  1070.  Haney  Jopling  was  70  that  year.  From  an  old  letter 
written  by  my  Aunt  Jane  Harrison  (Mrs.  Tyra)  Reece,  to  my  great-aunt  Rachel  A. 
Harrison  (Mrs.  David)  Hawkins,  in  1885,  I  know  that  my  great  grandmother 
Jopling  was  still  alive  at  that  time.  She  may  have  lived  much  longer.  I  have 
a  photograph  of  her  in  which  she  looks  like  a  beautiful  hundred  year  old  lady 
in  good  healthJ 


.  - 
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pher  Cunningham,  Sr.,  in  1798,  above  mentioned,  whose  husband  died  in  1782,  and  whose 
will  was  probated  in  1783,  makes  it  clear  that  this  Christopher  Cunningham  with  the 
enormous  wealth  was  Christopher  Cunningham,  Jr.,  a  brother  or  a  half  brother  of  my  great 
2  grandfather,  Aaron  Cunningham.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  the  time  of  Chris¬ 
topher  Cunningham,  Jr.’s  death  there  was  a  Samuel  B.  Cunningham,  probably  a  cous  n,  m 
the  samevicinity  who  was  the  President  of  a  Railroad  Colonel  RobertBon i  was .a  pother- 
in-law  of  Christopher  Cunningham,  Jr.,  hence  his  application  for  authority  to  adminis¬ 
ter  the  extensive  estate,  doubtless  inherited  by  Christopher  Cunningham  Jr.  s  family. 
The  records  of  the  final  settlement  of  his  estate  seem  to  be  among  the  missing  papers 
of  that  period. 

In  the  Superior  Court  Minutes,  Book  B,  March  Term  1798,  fourteen  legal  size, 
single  spaced,  typewritten  pages  are  devoted. to  one  of  the  most  celebrated  law  suits 
in  the  history  of  Eastern  Tennessee.  A  prominent  lawyer  by  the  name  of  Yancey, 
whose  family  Yancey  County,  North  Carolina,  was  named,  sued  for  title  to  a  valuable 
site  in  Jonesborough"  owned  by  my  great  3  grandfather,  Christopher  Cunningham 
the  law  suit,  Yancey  stated  that  Robert  Sevier  had  bought  a  fine  horse  from  S¥ev«i-  -&■ 
friend,  Christopher  Cunningham.  Yancey  said  Sevier's  note,  given  for  the  horse, 
became  considerably  past  due  and  that  Sevier  paid  the  debt  by  giving  Christopher 
Cunningham  title  to  "the  valuable  site."  Yancey  claimed  that. he  had  purchased  the 
site  from  some  one  who  claimed  that  he  had  acquired  it  from  Christopher  Cunningham, 

Sr.  It  seems  that  a  family  was  living  and  had  built  a  fine  house  on  the  site,  m 
dispute,  and  that  Yancey  was  seeking  title  to  the  site,  including  improvements.  e 
man  who  lived  on  the  site  agreed  that  Robert  Sevier  had  given  the  site  to  Christopher 
Cunningham  in  payment  of  a  debt  for  a  horse  but  that  he  had  bought  the. site  from  the 
surviving  children  of  Christopher  Cunningham,  who  had  been  dead  for  sixteen  years  at 
that  time.  The  occupant  of  the  site  successfully  defended  his  title. 

Moses  Musgrove ,  one  of  my  ancient  and  very  distant  relatives  through  my.  great  3 
grandmother,  Mary  Musgrove  (Mrs.  Christopher)  Cunningham  and  William  Blevins  were 
indicted  by  a  Carter  County,  Tennessee,  Grand  Jury  in  1805.  The  Grand  Jury,  m  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  indictment,  said:  "Not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes,  and 
seduced  by  the  devil,  they  did  with  force  of  arms  engage  m  an  affray  at  Elizabethton, 
to  the  Great  Terror  of  bystanders."  The  affray  was  serious  when  it  occurred  but  one 
can  enioy  a  little  humer  now  as  he  looks  back  148  years  and,  in  his  mind  s  eye,  sees 
the  bystanders  as  they  fled  in  fear  of  their  lives,  taking  refuge  behind  trees  and 
bushes  and  boulders  and  in  the  stores  of  Elizabethton! 

Colonel  Charles  Robertson,  according  to  Worth  Ray,  in  "Tennessee  Cousins, ’’  married 
Susannah,  a  daughter  of  my  great  3  grandfather,  Christopher  Cunningham  and  Christo¬ 
pher's  first  wife.  Colonel  Robertson  served  in  John  Sevier  s  Regiment  m  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  He  was  sent  to  the  relief  of  the  Carolinians  and  aided  in  the  capture  of  Thicxett 
Fort 'where  93  Loyalists  surrendered  in  the  BATTLE  OF  MUSGROVE’ S  MILL.  He  died  at  Jones¬ 
boro  in  1800.  One  of  the  daughters  of  Colonel  Charles  Robertson  and  Susannah  (Cunning¬ 
ham)  Robertson  married  the  famous  Felix  Harris,  later  Congressman  of  the  Buncombe  Coun 
ty  District  of  North  Carolina  and  another  daughter  married  Captain  Robert  Sevier, 
who  was  killed  in  the  Battle  of  Kings  Mountain  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Robert 
Sevier  was  a  brother  of  Colonel  John  Sevier.  Colonel  John  Sevier  was  the  Governor  of 
"The  Free  State  of  Franklin."  He  served  as  first  Governor  of  Tennessee  and  was  twice 
reelected  to  that  office. 
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1850  Titus  Countv r  Texas  Census 

sL 

Benjamin Jopling 


Benjamin  Jopling 

-  55 

-■ 

Farmer 

- 

Born 

in  Virginia 

Melinda 

It 

-  35 

— 

Second  Wife 

- 

II 

II 

Tennessee 

John 

ii 

-  27 

— 

His  Son 

- 

It 

ft 

Virginia 

William 

It 

-  19 

— 

u  ti 

- 

It 

It 

Alabama 

George 

I? 

-  16 

- 

n  ti 

- 

II 

n 

tl 

Lucinda 

« 

-  14 

- 

His  Daughter 

~ 

1? 

n 

lewis 

tl 

-  4 

— 

Their  Son 

- 

II 

it 

It 

Jane 

ti 

-  1 

— 

Their  Daughter 

it 

ti 

I! 

Comments 

Benjamin  Jopling  may 

have  been  a  first 

cousin 

of 

my  great  grand- 

father  Silas 

M  . 

Jopling . 

Benjamin  was  born 

in 

Virginia,  served  in  th 

War  of  1812 

was 

married  four 

times,  had  18  i 

children 

and  is  buried  in 

Jopling  Cemetery  in  Tarrant  County,  Texas  near  Fort  Worth. 


My  Joplin(g)  ancestors  came  from  Virginia.  Several  Joplin(g)'s  served  in  the 
Revolution  from  Amherst  County,  Virginia.  Early  day  Joplin(g)'s  lived  in  Amherst, 
Botetourt,  Kelson  and  Buckingham  Counties  in  Virginia,  and  Burke  County,  Korth 
Carolina.  .  k-V-A* — 

My  great-great  grandfather, ,  Aaron  Cunningham,  as  a  boy  and  as  a  young  man  lived 
in  Washington  County,  Korth  Carolina,  now  Washington  County,  Tennessee,  and  helped 
form  Carter  County,  Tennessee.  He  was  granted  1,000  acres  of  land  by  his  friend, 

John  Sevier,  first  Governor  of  Tennessee,  in  Bedford  County.  He  was  subsequently 
granted  and  acquired  land  in  Maury,  Lawrence  and  Hardin  Counties  in  Tennessee  and  in 
Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi.  He  served  on  the  first  jury  in  the  history  of  Maury 
County.  At  the  time  of  his  death  in  Tishomingo  County  about  October  1845,  he 
was  a  large  land  owner  in  several  of  the  Counties  mentioned.  His  son,  Levi  Cunningham, 
was  the  administrator  of  his  estate  in  Hardin  County,  and  Levi  and  another  son, 

S.  M.  Cunningham,  were  the  administrators  in  Tishomingo  County. 


. 

47 


CENSUS  RECORDS  OF  DANIEL  BLUFORD  HARRISON’S  PARENTS,  AND  COMMENTS 
1020  Lawrence  County,  Tenn.  Census  1840  Hardin  County,  Tenn.  Census 


The  Daniel  Harrison  Family 
3  males  under  10 
3  males  10  -  16 
1  male  16  -  26 
1  male  45  and  upwards 

1  female  under  10 

2  females  16  -  26 

1  female  26  but  under  45 

1830  Hardin  County,  Tenn.  Census 

Daniel  Harrison  50  -  60 
Manufacturer  and  Trader 


Susannah  Harrison 
1  male  10  -  15 

1  male  15  -  20 

2  females  15  -  20 
1  female  20  -  30 
1  female  50  -  60 


1840  Wayne  County,  Tenn.  Census 

Daniel  Harrison  60  -  70 
Manufacturer  and  Trader 


1850  Hardin  County.  Tenn.  Census 


Daniel  R.  Harrison  -  70  -  Cabinet  Maker  -  Born  m  North  Carolina 


Catherine  Harrison  -  27  - 
Matilda  J.  Harrison  -  12  - 
Nancy  J.  Harrison  -  7  - 
Andrew  J.  Harris’on  -  6  - 
Charlotte  H.  Harrison  -  2  - 
William  H.  Harrison  -  2  - 

Comments ;  It  is  probable  that  Daniel 
See  1820  Census  above. 


?  -  Born  in  Tennessee 
?  -  Born  in  Tennessee 
?  -  Born  in  Tennessee 
?  -  Born  in  Tennessee 
?  -  Born  in  Tennessee 
?  -  Born  in  Tennessee 

R.  Harrison  was  nearer  75  than  70  in  1850. 


The  above  are  the  census  records  I  have  thus  far  found  of  my  Harrison 
great-grandparents,  Daniel  R.  Harrison  and  Susannah  (Rucker)  Harrison.  I  have  not 
yet  determined  who  were  the  parents  of  Daniel  R.  Harrison.  His  wife,  Susannah 
(Rucker)  Harrison,  was  the  daughter  of  George  and  Catherine  (Ehart)  Rucker.  George 
Rucker’s  will,  written  in  1810,  was  probated  in  Franklin  County,  Ga. ,  in  September, 
1815.  The  1850  census  records  show  North  Carolina  as  the  birth  place  of  Daniel 
R.  and  1880  census  records  and  other  documents  prove  Virginia  as  the  birth  place 
of  Susannah.  See  p.  76. 


There  is  tradition  to  the  effect  that  my  great-grandfather,  Daniel  R. 
Harrison  was  old  and  living  alone  when  he  died.  Miss  Minnie  Small,  74,  of  Point  Cedar, 
Arkansas,  a  granddaughter  of  my  great-aunt  Rachel  A.  Harrison  (Mrs.  David) 

Hawkins,  has  written  me  that  she  was  a  small  girl  but  old  enough  to  remember  when 
her  grandmother,  Rachel,  learned,  probably  years  after  his  death,  that  her  father, 
Daniel  R.  Harrison  had  died,  living  alone.  She  said  that  her  grandmother,  Rachel, 
cried  for  days  over  news  of  her  father’s  death.  Miss  Small  wrote  that  her  great-grand¬ 
mother,  and  mine,  Susannah  Harrison,  had  died  long  before  she.  Miss  Small,  was 
■grovwgr.  It  is  my  surmise,  though  I  have  only  circumstantial  evidence  to  justify  it, 
that  my  great-grandmother  moved  with  her  single  children  to  Tishomingo  County, 
Mississippi  early  after  the  1840  census  was  taken  and  that  she  died  before  the  census 
was  again  taken  in  1850.  My  surmise  is  based  on  these  facts: 

(1)  That  my  grandfather  and  grandmother,  Daniel  B.  and  Elizabeth  Joplin  Harrison, 
lived  in  Tishomingo  County  for  at  least  several  years  -  the  first  three  of  their 
children  were  born  there. 

(2)  My  great-aunt  Rachel  Harrison  and  David  Hawkins  were  married  in  Tishomingo 
County  on  October  11,  1842,  and  my  great-aunt  Jane  Harrison  and  Jonathan  White 
were  married  in  that  County  on  February  12,  1850. 


..  2S2S  L°s»f 


48 


(3)  My  great-uncle  Albert  Daniel  Harrison  and  Delilah  Burton  were 
married  in  Old  Tishomingo  County  on  December  22,  1846,  Several  of  their 
children  were  born  in  that  County, 

There  is  a  tradition  among  older  relatives  in  several  of  our  Harrison 
families  to  the  effect  that  my  great  grandfather  suffered  of  the  illness 
of  alcoholism,  and  that  he  and  my  great  grandmother,  Susannah  Harrison,  were 
separated.  I  had  doubted,  until  recently,  that  their  separation  was  perm¬ 
anent,  but  I  now  believe  it  may  have  been,  and  if  so,  that  the  final  sepa¬ 
ration  took  place  some  time  between  1826  and  1830. 


There  was  a  Daniel  Harrison,  according  to  McCallum'.s  "Early  History  of  Giles 
County,  Tennessee,"  who  settled  in  Giles  County  in  1807.  I  believe  that  he  was  my 
great  grandfather,  Daniel  R.  Harrison,  and  that  he  moved  from  Giles  to  Lawrence,  and 
then  to  Wayne,  and  finally  to  Hardin  County,  Tennessee,  all  adjoining  Counties  on  the 
Tennessee-Mississippi  line. 

Daniel  R.  Harrison  and  Susannah  (Rucker)  Harrison  had  one  son,  James  Steele  (Jimmy) 
Harrison,  who  was  born  in  Abbeyville  District  in  South  Carolina  in  1801.  In  one 
census  record  of  Nathaniel  Harrison,  his  birth  place  was  given  as  Tennessee  and  in 
another  census,  it  was  given  as  Georgia.  If  he  was  born  in  Georgia  I  believe  that 
his  mother  was  visiting  her  parents  in  Georgia  from  her  home  in  Tennessee  at  the  time. 

Tradition  includes  three  sons  in  the  family  of  Daniel  R.  and  Susannah  Harrison 
of  whom  I  do  not  have  a  record,  whose  given  names  are  reported  to  have  been  Taylor, 
Joseph  and  William.  William,  says  tradition,  was  the  youngest  son.  Two  pioneer 
ministers  of  power  in  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  in  Mississippi  were  Joseph 
Harrison  and  Joseph  Joplin(g),  both  of  whom  probably  were  great  uncles  of  mine. 

Daniel  R.  and  Susannah  had  a  daughter,  Nancy  (Mrs.  Frederick)  Franks,  who  was  listed 
in  the  Hardin  County,  Tennessee  Census  of  1850  as  45,  and  her  birth  place  was  given 
as  Tennessee.  There  is  a  tradition  of  three  older  daughters  of  my  Harrison  great  grand¬ 
parents  whose  names  were  said  to  have  been  Polly,  Bessie  (or  Betsy)  and  Catherine. 
Tradition  is  that  either  Polly  or  Betsy  married  Frederick  Franks.  Polly  or  Betsy 
could  have  been  Nancy's  nickname.  It  is  my  surmise  that  one  of  the  other  older 
daughters  married  Alexander  Neece.  The  1820  Lawrence  County  Census  records,  page  47, 
show  age  ranges  for  the  oldest  children  of  tradition. 


■ 


My  great  grandmother,  Fusannah  Harrison,  was  living  in  Hardin 
County  with  her  single  children  who  were  still  at  home,  and  my  great 
grandfather  Daniel  R.  Harrison  was  living  alone  in  Wayne  County  in 
Tennessee  in  1840.  Susannah  was,  of  course,  the  female  in  the  1840 
Census  of  her  household,  of  50  to  60.  I  am  sure  that  the  female  of 
20  to  30  in  the  1840  Census  was  my  great-aunt  Rachel  and  the  two  females 
from  15  to  20  were  my  great-aunts,  Sintha  C.  and  Jane.  I  am  also  sure 
that  the  male  from  15  to  20  years  of  age  was  my  great-uncle,  Albert  D., 
and  that  the  male  listed  as  10  to  15  was  my  great-uncle  William  of  our 
tradition.  Census  records  of  all  of  the  children  except  William  are 
recorded  in  this  book.  1Te  know  that  my  great-aunt  Jane  was  the  youngest 
daughter  and  tradition  is  that  William  was  the  youngest  son  among  the 
fourteen  children  of  my  great  grandparents,  Daniel  R.  Harrison  and 
Susannah  Rucker  Harrison.  The  1840  Hardin  County  Census  of  my  great 
grandmother  convinces  me  that  William  was  not  only  the  youngest  son 
of  my  great  grandparents  but  also  the  youngest  of  their  fourteen 
children. 


The  1850  Hardin  County  Tennessee  Census  of  Daniel  R.  Harrison 
that  includes  Catherine  Harrison,  27,  and  five  Harrison  children 
from  4  to  12  years  of  age,  is  baffling.  Neither  I  nor  any  relative 
whom  I  know  or  with  whom  I  have  corresponded  has  been  able  definitely 
to  determine  Catherine’s  or  the  children's  connection  with  Daniel  R. 
Catherine  may  have  been  the  widow  of  one  of  the  deceased  sons  of  my 
great  grandfather  and  great  grandmother  and  the  children  may  have  been 
hers  by  the  deceased  son.  There  was  a  rumor  that  has  been  handed  down 
from  generation  to  generation  to  the  effect  not  only  that  my  great 
grandfather  and  great  grandmother  separated,  but  also  that  he  married 
again  and  raised  a  second  set  of  five  children.  Having  no  proof  to 
the  contrary  I  must  accept  the  possibility  that  Catherine  may  have  been 
my  great  grandfather's  second  wife,  and  that  the  five  chiloren  may  have 
been  theirs,  despite  the  fact  that  the  1840  1Tayne  County,  Tennessee  Census 
record  showed  that  my  great  grandfather  was  living  alone. 


"The  Rucker  Family,"  written  by  Sudie  Rucker  Wood  is  a  fine  source  book  on  my 
Rucker-Earrison  ancestry.  In  her  book,  Sudie  Wood  says  that  Peter  Rucker,  a  French 

Sudie11  Wo  od^  say  s^  that°  Peter  bSSS7hJS  a'scA  by* thV «of  ThomaT,' fh^t  Thomas  married 
I  have  a  copy  of  the  Will. 

Wood  in  "The  Rucker  Family,"  published  in  1932  by  Old  Dominion  Press, 
Virltnil  carries  the  Wills  of  Peter  Rucker,  his  son,  Thomas,  and  Thomas' 
so^Georgl  R?cke?'  The  Will  re-reals  the  fact  that  Thomas  left  his  Manor  place  in 
Slienne^CounS?  Virginia,  to  his  son,  my  great-great  grandfather,  George  Rucker 
Georee^Rucker'  si-other,  Elizabeth  Reynolds,  was  the  daughter  of  Cornelius  Reynolds,  Jr.  . 
Md  hi s  wife  Martha.  Cornelius  Reynolds,  Jr.  .as  the  son  of  Cornelius  Reynolds.  The 
Sudie  Rucker  Wood's  book  is  in  my  library. 
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My  American  Rucker-Harrison  line  is  as  follows: 

Peter  Rucker  • 

Thomas  Rucker 
George  Rucker 

Susannah  Rucker  (Mrs.  Daniel  R.)  Harrison 

Daniel  Bluford  Harrison 

James  Johnson  (Jim)  Harrison 

Andrew  Hastings  Harrison 

Jo  Fay  Harrison  (Mrs.  John  K.)  Godtey 

Hubert  James  Harrison 

Among  children  mentioned  in  George  Rucker's  Will  is  a  son  by  the  name  of  Simeon 
Bluford  Rucker.  One  of  my  great-uncles  was  Reece  Simeon  Harrison.  My  grandfather's 
name  was  Daniel  Bluford  Harrison.  I  have  documentary  evidence  to  prove  that  George 
Rucker  served  in  the  Revolution.  He  served  in  the  Continental  Army.  He  was  drawn 
from  Class  No.  85  of  the  Culpeppfer  Classes  in  the  Culpeppfer  County,  Virginia  Militia. 
A  record  of  this  fact  may  be  found  in  file  box  No.  Req.  G  6434  in  the  Virginia  State 
Library  at  Richmond.  I  am  a  Member  of  the  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  under  National  Number  76546,  by  virtue  of  the  Revolutionary  War  Service 
of  my  great-great-grandfather,  George  Rucker. 

George  Rucker's  father-in-law,  my  great-great-great  grandfather,  Michael  Ehart  was  a 
Revolutionary  War  Patriot.  He  provided  the  Revolutionary  Army  with  300  pounds  of 
beef  to  help  win  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  public  service  claim  certificate  No.  34, 
October  16,  1781,  is  in  file  box  No.  Req.  C  6434,  Culpejopfer  County,  Virginia  in  the 
Virginia  State  Library. 

There  can  be  no  question  -  no,  no  question  at  all  -  that  Daniel  R.  Harrison  was 
one  and  the  same  person  as  the  "lonely  Daniel"  Harrison  listed  in  the  Hardin 
County,  Tennessee  Census  of  1830  and  in  the  Wayne  County,  Tennessee  Census  of  1840. 
Daniel  R.  Harrison  was  listed  as  a  cabinet  maker  in  the  1850  Hardin  County  Census. 

The  "lonely  Daniel"  was  listed  in  the  Hardin  County  Census  of  1830  and  the  Wayne 
County  Census  of  1840  as  a  manufacturer  and  trader.  In  McCallum's  "Early  History  of 
Giles  County,  Tennessee,"  the  author  uses  the  terms  "cabinet  maker"  and  "manu¬ 
facturer  and  trader"  interchangeably.  There  is  another  proof  that  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  Daniel  R.  Harrison  in  the  1850  Census  was  one  and  the  same  person  as  the 
"lonely  Daniel"  and  that  is  this:  Wayne  and  Hardin  are  adjoining  Counties  in 
Tennessee.  The  families  of  married  sons  and  one  married  daughter  appear  in  close 
geographical  proximity  in  the  Census  records  of  both  these  Counties  in  1830  and  1840 
to  the  "lonely  Daniel".  Still  further  proof  is  the  fact  that  the  1850  Census  records 
of  my  great-uncle  James  Steele  (Jimmy)  Harrison  listed  Jimmy's  occupation  as  that 
of  "manufacturer  and  trader".  My  great-uncle  Jimmy’s  dwelling  in  1850  in  Hardin 
County  was  only  5  dwellings  removed  from  that  of  his  father,  Daniel  R.  Harrison, 
and  my  great-aunt  Nancy  (Harrison)  Franks  was  living  nearby.  It  is  reasonable  to 
assume  that  my  great-uncle  Jimmy  and  his  father  were  devoted  business  partners. 

It  is  a  conjecture,  to  be  sure,  but  even  so  I  steadfastly  believe  that  my  great 
grandfather's  full  name  was  Daniel  Reece  Harrison.  Nathaniel,  one  of  his  elder 
sons,  had  an  elder  son  whom  he  named  Daniel  Reece.  Daniel  Reece  has  a  surviving 
81  year  old  son  at  Durant,  Oklahoma,  whose  name  is  Reece  Harrison.  I  have  spelled  the 
name  "Reece"  with  a  "c"  instead  of  an  "s"  because  that  is  the  way  it  is  spelled 
several  times  in  the  old  Family  Bible  of  Nathaniel’s  son,  Daniel  Reece.  I  saw  the 
Bible  record  after  I  had  written  an  earlier  Chapter  in  which  I  had  spelled  the  name  of 
Reece  Harrison  of  Durant  with  an  "s"  instead  of  with  a  "c".  In  checking  up  I  learned 
that  he  has  always  spelled  his  name  with  a  "c". 
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My  grandfather,  Daniel  B.  Harrison,  and  his  brothers  and  sisters  were 
pioneer  sons  and  daughters  of  the  South.  The  chief  characteristics  of  southern 
pioneers  were  persistence,  determination,  and  an  abiding  faith  in  God  with  a 
plan  of  salvation  that  was  simple  and  sure.  Speaking  of  persistence.  President 
Calvin  Coolidge  said:  "Nothing  in  the  werld  can  take  the  place  of  persistence. 
Talent  will  not;  nothing  is  more  common  than  unsuccessful  men  with  talent. 

Genius  will  not;  the  werld  is  full  of  educated  derelicts.  Persistence  and  de¬ 
termination  alone  arc  omnipotent.  The  slogan  'Press  On'  has  solved  and  always 
will  s  ol ve  the  problems  of  the  human  race. " 

The  pioneer  men  of  the  South  carried  muzzle-loader  guns,  rode  horseback 
on  trails  up  and  down  the  mountains  of  the  South  in  search  of  natural  water, 
springs  and* lakes,  timber  and  fertile  land.  Their  saddled  bags  were  their 
banks  in  which  they  carried  their  money  as  they  moved  ever  westward.  All 
of  them  wore  beards,  hickory  shirts  for  work,  and  "hard  boiled"  shirts  with 
celluloid  collars  and  attached  cuffs  for  important  church  meetings  and  social 
affairs.  >  clean-shaven  man  in  a  Southern  community  in  those  pioneer  days 
would  have  been  a  curiosity  and  would  have  attracted  a  crowd.  Mustache  cups 
were  prized  gifts.  They  won  the  hearts  of  the  proud  and  fastidious  young  men. 

The  young  women  of  the  pioneer  South  wore  dresses  that  contained  from 
eight  to  twelve  yards  of  goods.  They  wore  other  skirts  and  plenty  of  them, 
too,  and  bustles,  balmorals  and  hoop  skirts.  Hie  plump  girl  was  the  popular 
girl,  while  now  it  is  the  slim.  The  shocking  "flappers"  among  them  wore  high 
neck  dresses  and  trailing  skirts. 

In  the  pioneer  days  of  the  South  protracted  camp  meetings  were  conducted 
every  year,  in  the  summer  after  the  crops  had  been  laid  by.  They  sometimes 
ran  for  weeks  and  attracted  enormous  crowds,  ’/hole  families,  always  large, 
in  ox  drawn  wagons  and  on  horseback,  camping  at  nights  enroutc  near  mountain¬ 
side  springs,  gathered  from  far  and  no'r.  They  pitched  tents  near  fresh 
springs  for  temoorary  hones  and  built  huge  brush  arbors  for  the  meetings.  The 
meetings  afforded  opportunities  for  annual  reunions  for  family  groups  who 
rarely  saw  one  another  at  any  other  time.  They  also  provided  opportunity  for 
romance,  thus  being  of  great  interest  to  young  people.  Nearly  all  the  "unsaved" 
were  converted  under  the  powerful  preaching  of  "The  Old  Time  Religion".  In  an 
eighty  year  old  letter  from  my  grandfather,  Daniel  B.  Harrison's,  sister, 

Sintha  C.  Harrison  (Mrs.  Thomas  K« )  Hutchens  to  an  elder  sister,  Rachel  Adline 
Harrison  (Mrs.  David)  Hawkins,  Sintha  said:  "My  letter  must  be  short  for  I  am 
in  a  hurry,  fixing  up  for  the  meetings.  There  is  a  meeting  being  conducted 
now  by  the  Presbyterians.  The  13th  of  this  month  is  their  day  appointed  for 
their  big  dinner  and  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  for  their  college.  The 
attendance  is  expected  to  reach  five  thousand  people.  On  next  Sunday,  the 
Methodists  begin  their  big  meeting.  .'11  of  these  meetings  are  keeping  me  very 
busy.  Sister  Jane  -  Jane  Harrison  (Mrs.  Jonathan)  White,  of  Old  Cairo, 
Mississippi  -  .and  her  family  are  here  for  the  meetings." 

The  main  food  of  the  pioneer  sons  and  daughters  of  the  South  was  black 
strop  molasses.  The  young  men  of  their  day  looked  for  girls  to  be  their  wives 
who  would  cook  "3  hots  a  day"  with  hot  broad  at  every  meal.  Fried  chicken 
then,  as  now,  was  the  universally  popular  food. 
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Tho  southern  pioneers  hnd  no  electric  lights.  Edison  had  not 
put  the  finishing  touches  on  his  "Miracle  Light"  until  1879,  and  its 
general  use  did  not  cone  about  for  a  lonr:  time  after  that.  Their 
chief  light  came  from  the  open  fire  place  and  ta„llow  candles.  A  few 
of  them  may  have  known  the  luxury  of  coal  oil  lamps  with  wicks  and 
burners.  There  were  no  automobiles.  They  made  fast  trips  on  horse- 
back.  Their  regular  mode  of  travel  was  in  ox-carts  and  wagons.  Tho 
few  rich  people  among  then  owned  carriages.  Later  on,  the  children 
of  the  rich  sported  the  coveted  "hug-mc-tight"  buggies. 

In  the  pioneer  days  of  the  South  rodeos,  telephones,  radios  and 
television  sets  were  unknown.  Many  relatives  lived  far  apart  and 
were  seldom  together.  It  should  be  remembered  that  one  hundred  miles 
or  more  was  a  long  distance  then.  In  nearly  all  of  the  letters  of  the 
sens  and  daughters  of  the  South  among  my  relatives,  at  least,  arc 
found  plaintive  prayers  for  more  frequent  and  longer  letters  from  "all 
the  connection",  and  for  their  pictures.  Their  letters  were  usually 
concluded  by  asking  the  recipients  to  come  to  sec  then,  and  "If  you 
cannot  come  and  we  never  meet  again  in  this  life  let  us  be  sure  to 
meet  in  the  next". 

In  a  letter  from  her  Jacinto,  Mississippi  home  to  her  sister, 
Rachel,  of  Arkansas,  my  great-aunt,  Sintha  C.  Harrison  (Mrs.  Thomas  H.) 
Hutchens,  closed  with  this  statement: 

"VJell,  Rachel,  you  spoke  about  Brother  Jimmie  coming  to 
see  you  this  fall.  If  he  comes,  toll  him  howdy  for  me. 

Tell  hLn  I  would  like  to  see  him  once  more  in  this  life, 
and  I  would  like  to  have  him  come  to  see  me,  but  if  he 
cannot  come,  please  tell  him  to  write  to  me." 

Not  long  before  my  great-aunt,  Jane  Harrison  (Mrs.  Jonathan)  White, 
went  to  her  heavenly  reward,  she  wrote  from  her  home  in  Old  Cairo, 
Mississippi,  to  her  sister,  Rachel,  saying,  "I  don't  feel  now  as  if  I 
would  be  here  much  longer.  I  cannot  rest  day  or  night.  But  bless  God, 
there  is  a  day  a-coning  when  I  shall  rest  with  my  Saviour,  where  we  will 
qll  meet  to  part  no  more," 

Soon  after  that  letter  was  written,  ny  great-aunt,  Jane,  died  and 
one  of  her  daughters,  Sally,  erote  her  Aunt  Rachel  expressing  sorrow 
over  her  mother's  death,  .and  making  this  statement,  characteristic  of 
her  time: 

"Sometimes  it  just  seems  that  I  cannot  stand  it  when  I 
think  of  ny  mother  lying  out  there  in  that  cold  ground 
in  the  cemetery,  taking  her  rest.  I  do  not  remember  ever 
doing  but  one  thing  that  set  my  mother  to  grievin'.  One 
time  I  went  to  a  dance.  If  the  good  Lord  will  ever  forgive 
me  for  that,  I  shall  never  dance  again.  I  want  to  live 
every  day  so  that  when  my  time  comes  I  can  be  sure  to  meet 
my  mother  in  heaven." 
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According  to  family  tradition,  my  grandfather,  Daniel  B,  Harrison,  was 
one  of  fourteen  brothers  and  sisters.  There  can  be  no,, question,  'so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  that  all  of  them  were  children  of  Daniel  ^i.  Harrison  and 
Susannah  (Rucker)  Harrison.  Census  records,  priceless  old  letters  in  my 
possession,  written  by  my  grandfather's  sisters,  personal  reports  from 
elderly  living  descendants  of  some  of  his  brothers  and  sisters,  and  other 
data  have  clearly  established  the  identification  of  certain  brothers  and 
sisters  of  my  grandfather  as  follows:  James  Steele  Harrison,  Nathaniel  Har- 
riSori, ^Roece  Simeon  Harrison,  Albert  Daniel  Harrison,  Nancy  Harrison  (Mrs* 
Frederick)  Franks,  Rachel  Adline  Harrison  (Mrs,  David)  Hawkins,  Sintha  C. 
Harrison  (Mrs.  Thomas  H,)  Hutchens,  and  Jane  Harrison  (Mrs.  Jonathan)  White. 
Living  descendants  of  James  S.  Harrison  and  Rachel  /.dlinc  Harrison  Hawkins 
say  that  there  was  a  younger  brother  by  the  name  of  William  —  no  doubt 
William  Henry  —  who  died  when  he  was  a  young  man,  never  having  married. 

Mrs.  Marvin  Hatchett,  daughter-in-law  of  Sarah  Harrison  (Mrs.  Haywood)  Hatchett, 
has  written  mo  that  she  is  sure,  from  Mint  her  mother-in-law  often  told  her, 
that  there  wore  three-  other  brothers  whose  names  were  Taylor^. ftoorge  and 
Joseph,  .and  a  sister  by  the  name  of  Catherine.  Herman  Hawkins,  Miss  Florence 
Hawkins,  Mrs,  Op a  Ann  Hawkins  Veteto  and  Miss  Minnie  Snail,  all  elderly 
grandchildren  of  my  great-aunt,  Rachel,  say  that  there  were  two  daughters  by 
the  names  of  Betsy  .and  Polly.  It  is  possible,  and  highly  probable,  that 
Betsy  and  Polly  were  second  given  names,  or  nick-names,  perhaps,  of  sisters 
already  identified.  My  great-aunt  Rachel* s  descendants  to  whom  I  have  re¬ 
ferred  were  in  their  teens  when  their  grandmother  died.  They  were  grown  and 
some  of  them  were  married  before  my  great-uncle,  Reverend  Albert  Daniel  Har¬ 
rison,  near  whom  they  lived,  died  in  1900*  Their  grandmother  and  their  great- 
uncle,  Albert,  told  them  many  times  that  their,  Rachel's  and  albert’s,  father 
was  Daniel  Harrison  and  that  their  mother's  maiden  surname  was  Rucker,  and 
that  their  parents  had  fourteen  children.  My  great-aunt  Rachel's  grandchildren 
say  that  they  are  sure  they  once  knew,  but  have  forgotten,  the  full  given  names 
of  their  grandmother’s  father  and  mother,  over  the  past  £l  years. 

Mrs*  Marvin  Hatchett  has  the  war  record  of  Joseph  Harrison  in  the  Mexican 
War  of  18U6.  Mrs.  Hatchett's  mother-in-law,  Sarah  Harrison  (Mrs.  Haywood) 
Hatchett,  was  a  younger  daughter  of  my  great-uncle,  James  S*  (Jimmy)  Harrison. 
She  lived  the  last  twelve  years  of  her  life  in  the  home  of  Professor  and  Mrs* 
Marvin  Hatchett  at  ..da,  Oklahoma,  having  passed  to  her  reward  in  the  9ifth  year 
of  her  age.  Her  memory  is  reported  to  have  been  excellent  to  the  very  last  of 
her  life.  Since  the  reports  that  she  has  made  of  the  Harrison  family  coincide 
precisely  with  those  of  her  Hawkins  relatives  in  Arkansas  who,  I  think,  she 
never  knew,  and  because  there  is  so  much  evidence  to  substantiate  their  reports, 
I  have  accepted  and  am  recording  them  as  facts.  My  great-aunt  Rachel’ s  Ark¬ 
ansas  grandchildren  idiom  I  have  quoted  have  given  me  nany  old  letters  received 
by  their  grandmother,  sacredly  preserved  since  her  death.  In  these  letters  I 
find  reference  to  Marion  Franks  as  a  nephew  of  my  great-aunt  Rachel,  and  to  his 
sister.  Sue,  who  had  married  a  man  in  Marshall  County,  Tennessee.  The  Arkansas 
grandchildren  have  told  me  that  Marion  Franks  visited  his  Aunt  Rachel,  their 
grandmother,  when  many  of  the  Harrison  and  Hawkins  families  lived  in  Mississippi, 
and  that  Marion  corresponded  with  their  parents,  his  first  cousins,  for  many 
years.  Unfortunately,  those  letters  were  not  preserved.  The  census  record  of 
the  Frederick  Franks  family  of  Wayne  County,  Tennessee,  of  1850,  includes 
Marion. 
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My  great-aunt  Rachel’s  grandchildren  whom  I  have  com c  to  know  and  af¬ 
fectionately  to  esteem,  have  told  and  written  me  that  there  was  an  unconfirmed 
report  to  the  effect  that  my  great-grandfather,  Daniel  R.  Harrison,,  married  a 
second  time  and  raised  a  second  family  of  five  children.  I  have  not  sought 
to  confirm  or  disprove  the  report.  Mrs.  Marvin  Hatchett  and  my  great-aunt 
Rachel's  grandchildren  have  informed  mo  that  my  great-uncle,  Jimmy,  and  my 
great-uncle,  Recce  Harrison,  were  both  Methodist  preachers.  The  Hawkins  de¬ 
scendants  and  Mrs.  Harriett  Campbell  of  Hot  Springs,  .Arkansas,  an  87-year-old 
granddaughter  of  Recce  Harrison,  say  that  my  great-uncle  Jimmy  was  a  "big 
preacher",  and  I  am  sure  he  was. 

Charles  II.  Harrison  of  Anson,  Texas,  and  Delia  (Mrs.  J.  C.)  Pinnix  of 
Murphreesboro,  Arkansas,  grandchildren  of  my  great-uncle,  Albert  Daniel  Har¬ 
rison,  and  many  others,  living  and  dead,  have  told  me  that  Albert  Daniel  Har¬ 
rison  was  a  Methodist  preacher  who  was  constantly  in  demand  for  summer  meetings 
and  evangelistic  campaigns.  He  is  said  to  have  been  an  especially  good  man 
and  a  persuasive  and  effective  minister.  Mrs.  Hatchett  has  written  that 
Taylor  Harrison  was  a  strong  Methodist  preacher  in  Tennessee.  My  grandfather, 
Daniel  Bluford  Harrison,  was  a  Cumberland  Presbyterian  minister  and,  like  his 
other  brother-clergymen,  he  served  and  worked  as  a  citizen  in  many  other 
capacities.  Nathaniel  Harrjsgn, .  according  to  family  tradition,  was  a  local 
Cumberland  PrcsbyterianX^heoId  letters  that  I  have  read  from  my  grandfather's 
sisters  to  one  another,  written  many  long  years  ago,  reveal  the  religious 
quality  of  their  lives.  Surely,  in  the  background  of  my  grandfather,  Daniel 
Bluford  Harrison,  there  must  have  been  a  powerful  personality  of  deep  religious 
motivation. 

The  Reverend  James  Steele  Harrison,  for  whom  my  father,  James  J.  (Jim) 
Harrison,  was  named,  was  a  Methodist  ninister.  He  was  affectionately  called 
Jimmy  by  his  friends  and  the  members  of  his  family.  Descendants  now  living  of 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  with  whom  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  visiting  or 
corresponding,  speak  of  him  with  great  affection  as  "Uncle  Jimmy".  James  Steele 
Harrison,  according  to  surviving  members  of  his  family,  was  bom  in  Abbeville 
District,  Smth  Carolina,  on  ^pril  3,  1801.  He  married  Mary  Murchison,  who  was 
bom  in  Moore  County,  N0rth  Cnrolina,  on  august  18,  1806.  He  served  as  a  bugle 
boy  in  the  Mar  of  1812,  .joining  the  Army  in  l8lU,  at  the  age  of  13.  My  great- 
uncle,  Jimmy,  died  on  November  U,  1883,  in  Van  Buren  County,  .Arkansas,  where  he 
had  lived  for  many  years. 

In  my  search  for  information  concerning  my  grandfather.  Reverend  Denial 
Bluford  Harrison,  and  his  parental  family,  I  have  found  a  widespread  tradition 
that  his  father,  Daniel  R.  Harrison,  in  his  latter  years  became  addicted  to  the 
periodic  illness  of  alcoholism,  which  resulted  in  at  least  the  temporary  sepa¬ 
ration  of  himself  end  his  faithful  wife,  Susannah  Rhckcr  Harrison.  The  Federal 
Census  records  of  181*0  show  my  great  grandfather,  Daniel  Harrison,  manufacturer 
and  trader,  living  alone  in  Wayne  County,  Tennessee,  and  his  wife,  Susannah 
Rucker  Harrison,  living  with  some  of  her  children  in  the  adjoining  Tennessee 
county  of  Hardin. 

I  have  mot  and  visited  and/or  corresponded  with  quite  a  number  of  elderly 
relatives.  There  is  one  tradition  that  they  have  reported  to  me  in  precisely 
the  same  way.  Because  most  of  these  relatives  have  never  met  and,  until  re¬ 
cently,  had  never  heard  of  one  another  I  believe  that  the  story  they  tell, 
which  has  been  passed  down  to  then  by  parents  and  grandparents  is  true  and  can 
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be  documented, 


The  story  is  as  follows: 
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My  great  grandfather,  Daniel  R.  Harrison,  generally,  was  a  fine 
gentleman  and  a  good  husband  and  a  loving  father*  He  was  a.  * 
skilled  cabinet  maker  and  a  good  trader.  He  had  his  own  legally 
authorized  personal  seal.  Such  a  seal  in  those  days  was  a  maik 
of  reliability  and  distinction.  His  business  made  it  necessary 
for  him  to  make  trips  away  from  home.  Sometimes  on  these  trips 
he  drank  too  much  and  became  ill  of  alcoholism  and  failed  to  re¬ 
turn  home  on  schedule.  Finally,  his  eldest,  or  one  of  his  eldest 
sons  as  the  case  may  be  •  of  which  I  am  not  sure  —  my  great-uncle, 

Jimmy,  went  to  his  father* s  home  during  one  of  his  prolonged 
illnesses  and  took  his  mother  and  younger  brothers  from  Wayne  to 
Hardin  County  tc  his  home  to  live  with  him.  Daniel  R.  Harrison, 
not  yet  fully  recovered  from  his  illness,  arrived  home  a  few  hours 
after  Jimmy  had  been  there.  On  finding  his  wife  and  younger  chil¬ 
dren  gone  and  on  learning  what  had  happened,  he  saddled  his  fastest 
horse  and  chased  them,  overtaking  the  party  who  was  traveling  in  a 
wagon,  the  next  day.  He  demanded  that  Jimmy  release  his  mother  and 
the  younger  children.  Jimmy  refused.  His  father  struck  him.  Jimmy 
whipped  him.  The  Methodist  Church  authorities  filed  charges  against 
Jimmy  and  tried  him.  Church  trials  were  frequently  conducted  in 
those  days.  In  the  trial  Jimmy  readily  admitted  that  he  had  whipped 
his  father.  The  congregation  decided  that  Jammy  must  apologize. 

(While  the  story,  as  reported  to  me,  does  not  indicate  that  Jimmy’s  .  ^ 

father  and  mother  were  sitting  in  the  congregation,  on  opposite^.-  «, 
aisles,  no  doubt,  I  believe  they  were  there.)  The  minister  called 
Jimmy  to  the  front,  asking  him  to  face  the  congregation,  and  say: 

”1  am  sorry  I  whipped  my  father."  Instead,  Jimmy  said,  "I  am  sorry 
I  had  to  whip  my  father  for  I  love  him  very  much."  His  answer  was 
ruled  unsatisfactory  and  he  was  sent  out  of  the  Church  building. . 

The  preacher  and  the  congregation  sang  and  prayed  for  Jimmy  and  in. 
about  an  hour  they  sent  for  him.  Upon  his  return  the  minister  again 
asked  him  to  face  the  congregation  and  say:  "I  am  sorry  I  whipped 
my  father."  Once  more,  Jimmy  said:  "I  am  sorry  I  had  to  whip  ny 
father  for  I  love  him  very  much."  The  trial  lasted  all  day  long. 

Jimmy  was  sent  out  over  and  over  and  returned  to  the  Church  building 
between  periods  of  fervent  prayers  and  songs  in  his  bchalr.  Every 
time  he  was  told  to  tell  the  congregation:  "I  am  sorry  I  whipped 
my  father."  But  he  would  only  say  again  and  again:  "I  .am  sorry  I 
had  to  whip  my  father  for  I  love  him  very  much."  Near  the  end  of 
the  day  the  weary  and  exhausted  minister  and  members  of  the  Church 
decided,  to  thoir  sorrow,  that  they  must  turn  Jimmy  out  of  the  Church, 
and  they  did.  Later  on  he  was  taken  back  and  became  the  "big"  prea¬ 
cher  who  will  always  be  revered  a.s  long  as  our  Harrison  families  live. 

The  Federal  Census  records  of  Hardin  County  show  that  in  l8$0  Jiumy  and 
his  family  and  his  father,  Daniel  R.  Harrison,  were  living  very  close  together. 
There  are  no  Census  records  in  Hardin  or  nearby  counties  of  my  great-grandmother 
Susannah  Rucker  Harrison.  It  is  my  opinion  that  my  great-grandfather  and 
great-grandmother  were  reconciled  and  were  living  together  when  she  died, 
which  must  have  been  in  the  early  l8U0's.  ^  am  very  sure  that  Jimmy  and  his 

father  loved  each  other  to  the  end  of  their  days.  •  SW. 


. 


The  Family  of  Reverend  James  Steele  Harrison 


James  Steele  Harrison,  a  Methodist  Minister,  married  Mary  Murchison,  March  11, 
l82lj,  in  Uayne  County,  Tennessee. 


James  Steele  Harrison 

Bom  in  Abbeville  District,  South 
Carolina,  April  3,  1801 
Died  in  Van  Buren  Co,,  Arkc,Nov,  U,l883 
Buried  in  Blufton  Cemetery,  Van  Buren 
County,  Arkansas 

Their  children  were: 

-Flora  Harrison 

Bom  in  Tennessee,  April  19,  1825 
Married  Hartwell  Greeson 
Died  in  Arkansas 

-Mar gam t  Harrison 

Bom  in  Tennessee,  June  20,  1827 

Married  Iason  Cook 

(Hartwell  Greeson  and  Iasom  Cook 

were  first  cousins) 

-George  Washington  Harrison 
Born  in  Tennessee,  Sept.  8,  1829 
Wife‘s  given  name  was  Mary,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  i860' Census  Records 
of  Van  Buren  County,  Arkansas 
Died  in  the  service  of  the  Confed¬ 
eracy  at  the  Battle  of  Jonesboro, 
Arkansas,  July  U,  1863 

-Nancy  Harrison 

Bom  in  Tennessee,  March  31,  1832 
Married  William  Riley  Greeson  (brother 
of  Hartwell  Greeson) 

Died  in  Arkansas,  March  2h,  1862 

-Elizabeth  Harrison 

Bom  in  Tennessee,  April  20,  183U 

Died  in  Tennessee,  May  28,  l81i9 


Mary  Murchison 

Bom  in  Moore  County,  North  Carolina, 
August  18,  1806 

Died  in  Van  Buren  County,  Arkansas, 
June  2hf  1866 

Buried  in  Blufton  Cemetery 


-Mary  Harrison 

Bom  in  Tennessee,  October  7,  1836 
Died  in  Tennessee,  November  13,  1839 

-Susannah  Hand. son 
Bom  in  Tennessee,  May  29,  1839 
Married  George  Edward  Hatchett, 
son  of  Page  Hatchett 

-Louisa  Harrison 

Bom  in  Tennessee,  August  8,  10U2 
Married  Hartwell  Greeson  (her 
brother-in-law)  after  the  death  of 
her  sister,  Flora 

-An  infant  daughter  who  died  at 
birth  in  18UU 

-Sarah  Harrison 

Bom  in  Tennessee,  February  l6,  I8I46 
Married  Haywood  Hatchett,  brother 
of  Silas  Hatchett,  who  was  also  the 
first  husband  of  Louisa  Harrison  and 
a  cousin  of  George  Edward  Hatchett 
Died  in  Oklahoma,  March  2,  19h2 

-Nipsy  Jane  Harrison 
Bom  in  Tennessee,  November  2,  l8U9 
Married  Jim  Baily  and  upon  his 
death, married  Davis  Kemp 
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My  great-uncle,  Nathaniel  Harrison,  was  bom  in  1809,  according  to  Census 
Records  of  Henderson  county^„  Texas,  of  i860,  in  which  his  age  was  listed  as  5l 
and  has  birthplace  as  -Swfetv  Carcfana.  One  of  his  grandsons,  Reece  Garrison, 

6a..  of  Dorant,  Oklahoma,  married  Allie  Pickens,  a  sister  of  my  mother.  The 
mt-rbers  of  their  family  and  the  members  of  my  parental  family  have  been  inti¬ 
mately  associated  and  devoted  relatives  ever  since  I  can  remember.  Reece  Har¬ 
ris  on  wao  just  a  baby  when  his  grandfather,  Nathaniel,  died-.  He  says  that  all 
that  he  remembers  hearing  about  his  grandfather  Harrison  was  that  he  grew  up 
and  lived  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  until  all  of  his  children  were  born,  that 
ha  moved  to  Texas,  and  that  he  was  a  farmer  and  a  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
preacher.  (Incidentally,  Reece  Harrison* s  father's  name  was  Daniel  Reece  Har¬ 
rison.  His  name  was  Daniel  and  his  initials  were  "D.  R. "  Both  his  first  given 
name  and  his  initials  wore  identical  with  the  first  name  and  ini+ials  of  my 
great-grandfather,  Daniel  R.  Harrison.  I  suspect  their  full  given  names  were 
the  same.  Reece  Harrison,  of  Durant,  Oklahoma,  has  the  old  Family  Bible  of  his 
father.  The  Bible  shows  that  Daniel  Reece  Harrison  was  bom  in  Wayne  County, 
Tennessee,  January  9,  1833.) 

We  know  from  Census  Records  that  my  great-uncle  Nathaniel  and  his  family 
were  living  in  Wayne  County,  Tennessee,  in  1830  and  in  1850.  We  find  him  again 
in  the  Census"  Records  of  Henderson  County,  Tennessee,  in  i860,  and  in  Smith 
County,  Texas,  in  1870.  We  also  know  from  Census  Records  and/or  tradition  that 
he  was  probably  married  twice,  and  that  the  given  name  of  his  second  wife  (if 
married  twice)  was  "Sarah'1.  We  know  from  the  Census  Records  beginning  in  Wayne 
County,  in  1830,  and  ending  in  Snith  County,  Texas,  in  l8?0,  that  great-uncle 
Nathaniel  had  at  least  seven  children.  We  know  from  the  number  and  age  brackets 
of  children  in  the  1830  and  1850  Census  Records  of  Wayne  County,  Tennessee,  that 
he  had  an  elder  son  and  an  elder  daughter  whom  I  have  not  found  listed  by  name 
in  subsequent  Census  Records.  We  have  been  able,  through  the  Census  Record  of 
i860  and  tradition,  to  identify  five  of  his  seven  children,  all  seven  of  whom 
were  bom  in  Tennessee.  The  five  are  as  follows?  Daniel  Reece,  born  in  1833; 
Nathaniel,  Jr.,  bom  in  1835;  James,  bom  in  1836;  Rebecca  J. ,  born  in  l8U3» 
and  Thomas  Daniel,  bom  in  1856.  I  have  not  been  able  to  locate  my  great-uncle 
in  the  Census  Records  of  1800.  He,  in  my  opinion,  was  either  in  Southern 
Tennessee,  N0rthem  Mississippi,  or  in  East  Texas  at  that  time.  It  is  my  belief 
based  upon  the  long  period  of  time  -  seven  years  -  that  transpired  between  the 
birth  of  Nathaniel's  son,  James  Garrison,  in  1836,  and  his  daughter,  Rebecca 
Harrison,  in  l853j  that  his  first  wife  had  died  when  James  was  bom,  or  soon 
thereafter,  and  that,  therefore,  Daniel  Reece,  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  and  James,  and 
the  eldest  son  and  eldest  daughter  who  were  listed  in  the  age  brackets  of  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  Wayne  County  Census  Records  of  1830  and  1850,  and  whom  I  have  not 
been  able  to  identify,  were  the  sons  and  daughter  of  Nathaniel  by  his  first  wife. 

My  great-uncle  Nathaniel  Harrison's  sons  had  many  sons  and  daughters  and 
I  am  sure  that  their  progeny  are  all  over  Texas  and  throughout  this  country, 
but  I  have  been  unable,  through  Reece  Harrison,  of  Durant,  Oklahoma,  or  other¬ 
wise,  to  locate  and  write  any  of  them  in  search  of  more  personal  information 
concerning  great-uncle  Nathaniel. 

Ify  great-uncle,  Reece  Simeon  Harrison,  was  bom  in  1812,  according  to  the 
i860  Census  of  Van  Buren  County,  Arkansas,  in  which  his  age  was  listed  as  58 
and  his  birthplace  as  Tennessee.  All  the  information  I  have  of  great-uncle 
Reece, 'with  the  exception  of  the  Census  Records  of  him  and  his  family  in  Wayne 
County,  Tennessee,  in  1850  and  1850,  and  Van  Buren  County,  Arkansas,  in  i860, 
has  been  obtained  from  and  through  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Marvin  Hatchett  of  Ada, 
Oklahoma.  Mrs.  Hatchett  has  written  me  that  great-uncle  Reece  married  Mary  Polly 


Sherfield,  who  was  the  widow  of  a  man  whose  name  was  Nelson.  The  Census  Reports 
of  1850  and  i860  of  the  family  reveal  that  they  had  the  following  children: 
Robert,  James,  Frances,  William  H. ,  Simeon  Rucker,  Melissa,  J\lbcrt,  Jesse  G#, 
and  Green,  all  of  whom  except  the  latter  two  were  born  in  Tennessee.  Jesse  and 
Green  were  bom  in  Arkansas. 

According  to  family  tradition,  my  great-uncle  Recce  Harrison  was  a  local 
Methodist  minister.  Mrs.  Marvin  Hatchett  has  written  me  that  he  was  a  well-to-do 
farmer  and  cattle  raiser.  She  says  that  during  the  War  Between  the  States  he  hid 
his  money  and  that  a  group  of  men  learned  about  it  and  demanded  that  he  tell 
them  where  the  money  was  hidden,  and  that  he  refused  to  tell  them,  An  effort 
was  made  to  hang  him  and  he  was  taken  to  prison  and  that  no  one  ever  heard  of 
him  any  more. 

My  great-uncle  Albert  Daniel  Harrison,  according  to  his  old  family  Bible, 
was  bom  in  Tennessee  on  January  2U,  1820,  He  married  Delilah  Burton,  probably 
in  Tennessee,  but  it  could  have  been  Mississippi,  on  December  22,  18U6.  His 
first  child,  Reverend  William  Taylor  Harrison,  named,  I  am  sure,  for  two  of 
great-uncle  Albert's  brothers,  was  bom  in  Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi,  on 
January  25,  18U8.  In  a  little  volume  entitled  "The  History  of  Old  Tishomingo 
County,  Mississippi,"  written  by  S.  M.  Nabors,  and  covering  the  period  of _ 1032 
to  19 ho,  the  author  records  the  fact  that  in  1853  the  County  Board  of  Police  - 
comparable  to  the  County  Commissioners  Court  in  Texas  ••  elected  Albert  Daniel 
Harrison  as  a  Public  School  Commissioner  for  the  County  to  represent  the  Third 
District  of  which  there  were  five.  Annually  reappointed  to  the  position  until 
1857,  he  served  four  consecutive  terms.  Records  on  file  at  the  Corinth,  Miss¬ 
issippi  Courthouse  reflect  the  further  fact  that  during  the  same  period  he 
served  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Great-uncle  Albert  Daniel  Harrison  and  his  growing  family  moved  in  the 
fall  of  1858  to  Hot  Spring  County,  Arkansas.  During  the  nearly  1:2  years  that 
intervened  between  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Arkansas  and  his  deatJh  in  1900, 
he  owned  land  and  lived  and  farmed  in  Hot  Spring  and  Clark  Counties  of  Arkansas. 
He  was  a  Confederate  soldier  during  the  War  Between  the  States  and  was  subse¬ 
quently  awarded  an  Arkansas  State  pension.  My  great-uncle  Albert  was  a  local 
Methodist  minister.  He  had  regular  evangelistic  appointments  at  Methodist 
Churches  all  over  the  Methodist  District  in  which  he  lived.  He  preached  in 
private  homes  for  the  benefit  of  the  afflicted,  the  aged,  and  infirm. 

Surviving  grandchildren  of  my  great-aunt  Rachel  Harrison  Hawkins  say  that 
when  their  grandmother's  death  was  imminent  her  doctor  told  her  she  could  not 
live  more  than  a  few  days.  They  report  that  immediately  their  grandmother  sent 
for  her  brother  Albert  who  lived  nearby.  With  holy  respect  and  genuine  affec¬ 
tion  for  their  grandmother  and  great-uncle  Albert,  they  make  this  statement: 

“When  our  great-uncle  Albert  arrived,  he  pulled  up  a  chair  and  sat 
by  our  grandmother's  bed  and  said:  'Well,  Rachel,  they  tell  me  that 
you  are  about  to  cross  the  dark  river  and  that  you  want  to  see  me. ' 

She  said,  'Yes. '  They  talked  and  talked  and  talked,  and  their  love 
for  each  other  was  deep  and  their  faith  was  strong,  and  thus  she 
crossed  over  the  dark  river  secure  and  unafraid." 


My  great-uncle  Albert's  family  Bible  Record,  according  to  one  of  his  sur 
viving  grandsons,  Charles  Henry  Harrison,  of  Anson,  Texas,  is  as  fellows : 


Albert  Daniel  Hcarrison  -  Bom  in  Tennessee  January  2h,  1820 

Died  at  Point  Cedar,  Arkansas,  March  16,  1900 
Buried  in  Wesleyan  Cemetery,  Point  Cedar,  Arkansas 

Married!  Delilah  Burton  December  22,  181*6 

Delilah  Burton  Harrison  -  Bom  February  2,  1827  ' 

Died  in  Point  Cedar,  Arkansas,  Jan.  19,  1892 
Buried  in  Wesleyan  Cemetery,  Point  Cedar,  Arkansas 


Their  Children 


William  Taylor  Harrison 

Bom  in  Mississippi,  January  25,  18U8 

Died  in  Arkansas,  July  3,  1891 

Isaac  Newton  Harrison 

Bom  in  Mississippi,  February  23,  181*9 

Died  April  26,  1881 

Sarah  Jane  Harris on 

Bom  in  Mississippi,  January  U,  1850 

Died  -  date  not  clear 

James  Calvin  Harrison 

Born  in  Mississippi,  March  25,  1852 

Died  -  date  not  clear 


S.  Rutill  Harrison 

Bom  in  Mississippi,  February  23,  1856 
Died  August  9,  1911 

Charles  W,  Harrison 

Born  in  Arkansas  October  U,  1858 

Died  -  date  not  clear 

Rebecca  Harrison 

Bom  in  Arkansas  February  27,  i860 
Died  September  7,  1939 

Albert  Bluford  Harrison 
Bom  in  Arkansas  July  26,  186!*. 

Died  -  date  not  clear 


John  Burton  Harrison  Virginia  Ann  Harrison 

Born  in  Mississippi,  November  9,  1853  Bom  in  .Arkansas  November  9,  1866 

Died  -  date  not  clear  Died  December  5,  186? 

George  A.  Harrison 

Bom  in  Arkansas  November  22 ,  1868 

Died  0ctober  20,  1938 

My  great-aunt  Rachel  Adline  Harrison  (Mrs.  David)  Hawkins,  according  to 
her  granddaughter,  Miss  Minnie  Small,  of  Point  Cedar,  Arkansas,  lived  with  her 
children  and  grandchildren  the  twenty-three  years  of  her  life  after  her  husband 
died,  and  named  most  of  their  babies  for  her  Harrison  relatives. 

Miss  Small  has  written  me  a  most  interesting  statement  concerning  her 
grandmother  and  grandfather  Hawkins,  in  which  I  believe  my  readers  will  be 
interested.  Her  story  is  as  follows: 


"My  grandmother,  Rachel  Harrison  Hawkins,  was  crippled  and  had 
to  walk  on  two^crutchea,  from  1862  until  her  death  in  1886.  She  was 
riding  a  horse  iToreeSaofe'  The  horse  stumbled  and  fell  and  my  grand¬ 
mother’s  hip  was  broken.  Her  children  and  grandchildren  were  foolish 
about  her.  She  was  jovial  and  told  a  lot  of  funny  stories.  All  of 
her  four  children  lived  near  one  another,  and  as  she  moved  from  the 
home  of  one  child  to  the  other,  her  son,  my  uncle  "Ibert  Hawkins, 
would  take  her  from  one  place  to  the  other  in  a  wheelbarrow.  While 
she  was  very  happy  living  with  her  children,  like  all  of  us,  she 
longed  for  a  hone  of  her  own.  A  faithful  Christian,  she  died  in  my 
parents’  home. 
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"My  grandfather,  David  Hawkins,  was  one  of  the  finest  men  who  ever 
lived.  When  Uncle  Albert  Hawkins  was  called  to  serve  in  the  War  Poovrecn 
the  States,  my  --randfather,  knowing  that  his  son  was  not  very  wcil  and 
would  probably  not  be  able  to  stand  the  hard  life  of  a  soldier,  asked 
for  the  privilege  of  going  in  his  son's  place.  He  was  permit  bed  t  '  do 
so.  It  cost  him  his  life.  He  became  ill  and  was  furloughed  home  and 
died  of  typhoid  fever. 

"My  father,  Reverend  James  Taylor  Small,  was  also  a  local  preacher. 

I  remember  once  hearing  our  great  uncle,  Reverend  Albert  D,  Harrison, 
say  to  my  dad:  'Jimmy,  every  time  you  preach,  sing  a  song,  such  as, 

A  charge  to  keep  have  I 
A  God  to.  glorify  .  .  .  . ' 

"My  grandmother,  Rafchel  Harrison,  was  a  Presbyterian  until  she  married 
my  grandfather,  ‘  David  Hawkins,  at  which  time  she  joined  the  Methodist 
Church  with  him. " 


In  those  long  and  somewhat  lonely  years  my  great-aunt  Rachel  was  not  only  an 
inspiration  to  those  with  whom  she  lived  but  also  to  her  living  brothers  and 
sisters,  nieces  and  nephews  and  friends,  old  and  new,  who  lived  far  and  near. 
Judging  from  her  "fan  mail"  from  two  of  her  younger  sisters,  Sintha  C.  Harrison 
(Mrs.  Thomas  H. )  Hutchens,  and  Jane  Harrison  (Mrs.  Jonathan)  White,  and  from  their 
children  and  from  some  of  my  uncles  and  aunts  who  were  also  her  nieces  and  nephews 
her  own  letters  must  have  given  joy  and  comfort  and  courage  to  them.  Being  con¬ 
vinced  that  these  letters  will  afford  pleasure  to  the  readers  of  this  Abridged 
History  and  provide  an  opportunity  for  younger  relatives,  in  particular,  to  feel 
the  living  presence  of  relatives  of  long  ago  and  get  a  glimpse  of  their  style  of 
writing,  their  social  and  economic  life  and  their  attitudes,  I  have  decided  to 
include  after  the  family  record  of  my  great-aunt  Rachel,  copies  and/or  excerpts 
from  these  old  letters,  given  to  me  by  Rachel's  grandchildren,  Miss  Small,  Herman 
Hawkins,  Miss  Florence  Hawkins  and  Opa  Ann  Hawkins  (Mrs,  A.P. )  Vcteto.  Sene  quo¬ 
tations  from  the  letters  have  already  been  made.  They  will  not  be  repeated. 

The  Bible  Record  of  Herman'  Hawkins  which  he  has  on  the  library  table  of  his 
living  room,  Route  !i,  Nashville,  Arkansas,  of  his  grandfather  and  grandmother 
Hawkins  and  their  children,  is  as  follows: 


David  Hawkins 

^orn  in  Tennessee,  February  2ij,  l8lU 
Died  in  Arkansas,  October  2li,  1863 
Buried  in  'fesleyan  Cemetery,  Point 
Cedar,  Arkansas 


Rachel  A.  Hawkins 

B’o~rn~in  Tennessee,  December  lh,  l8lU 
Died  in  .Arkansas,  October  17 ,  1886 
Buried  in  Wesleyan  Cemetery,  Point 
Cedar,  Arkansas 


David  Hawkins  and  Rachel  Adline  Harrison  were  married  in  Old  Tishomingo  County, 
Mississippi,  on  October  11,  l8!;2.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Reverend  Jonathan 
Hawkins,  brother  of  David,  who  was  a  Methodist  preacher.  Their  children  were: 


Sophronia  Jane  Hawkins 
Born,  Tennessee,  July  11,  18U3 
Married  Montgomery  0.  Campbell 
Died  in  . Arkansas,  Feb.  17,  1910 

Albert  L.  Hawkins  ’  • 

Born,  Tishomingo  Co.,  Miss., Oct, 21,.l8Ui 
Married  Polly  Watson 
Died  in  Arkansas,  April  3,  1917 


Roena  J,  Hawkins  ' ' 

Bom, Tishomingo  Co.,  Miss.,  Jan.l3,l8Li6 
Married  James  Taylor  Small' 

Died  in  Arkansas,  April  lb,  19lU 

John  B.  Hawkins 

Bom,  Tishomingo  Co.,  Miss. ,Dcc.29,l8!i8 
Married  Virginia'  nn  McCucn 
Died  in  Arkansas,  Jan.  1,  1923 


' 


OLD  LETTERS  AND/OR  EXCERPTS  AND  CggiEMTS 


Well,  dear  Sister,  I  was  glad  to  hear  from  you  but  sorry  to  hear  you  say  that 
you  were  so  sad  and  dull-hearted.  I  don’t  know  for  what  cause  you  would  be  so. 

0%  let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled,  believe  in  God,  for  in  our  Father' s  house 
a”v  many  mansions. 

Well,  Sister,  I  received  the  ring  you  sent  me  and  did  as  you  requested.  I 
cut  it  on  my  finger  and  could  not  help  shedding  tears,  to  think  if  I  could  not 
see  you  that  I  could  sec  something  that  you  had  worn, 

I  was  glad  to  hear  that  the  children  and  families  were  well  and  doing  well. 
Well,  I  haven't  got  anything  to  write  that  I  can  think  of  that  I  think  would  be 
interesting  to  you,  and  as  you  said  that  you  were  going  to  Roena's  I  don't  know 
that  you  will  get  my  letter,  so  I  will  be  short  this  time.  I  want  you  to  write 
t.1  me.  Be  sure  to  write  and  tell  the  rest  of  the  connection  to  write  to  me.  So 
no  more  this  time. 


As  ever  yours, 

Sintha  Hutchens. 

Note:  The  Census  Record  of  Prentiss  County,  Mississippi,  lists  my  great-aunt 
Sintha  C.  Harrison  (Mrs.  Thomas  H. )  Hutchens'  post  office  as  Boonvillc, 
Miss.  The  postmark  on  the  envelope  in  which  the  above  undated  letter  was  en¬ 
closed  was  Jacinto,  Miss.  Jacinto  was  the  County  seat  of  Old  Tishomingo  County 
which  was  later  divided  into  three  Counties  -  Prentiss,  Alcorn  and  Tishomingo. 
The  letter  was  to  Sintha* s  sister,  ny  great-aunt  Rachel  Adlinc  Harrison  (Mrs. 
David)  Hawkins  in  Arkansas.  I  am  quite  sure  it  was  written  in  the  l8?0's. 


Well,  Sister,  you  said  something  about  my  short  letter  to  you  before,  that 
I  must  have  been  in  a  great  hurry,  but  you  did  not  knou  what  my  hurry  was.  I 
don't  know  that  I  was  in  a  hurry  when  I  wrote  to  you  before.  My  letter  was  short, 
but  on  this  account,  you  said  you  were  going  to  Roena's  to  stay  awhile  in  Mont¬ 
gomery  Co,,  so  I  did  not  know  whether  you  would  get  it  or  not, 

I  am  expecting  Sister  Jane,  I  have  been  to  see  her,  just  got  home  last 
Sunday  was  a  week.  I  only  stayed  one  week.  They  were  all  well  and  doing  well. 

She  talked  a  great  deal  about  wanting  to  see  you  and  wondering  if  it  ever  would 
be  so. 

I  was  sorry  to  hear  of  so  many  of  the  connection  being  sick,  but  I  hope  they 
arc  well  by  this  time.  There  has  not  been  very  much  sickness  here  this  season 
as  yet,  but  I  fear  we  will  have  sickness  yet. 

Tell  Brother  Albert  of  course  I  will  read  the  book  if  he  will  send  it.  I  am 
always  ready  to  read  anything  that  is  good  or  that  I  can  feel  myself  profited  by. 

I  shall  expect  to  get  it. 

Well,  Rachel,  you  spoke  about  Brother  Jimmie  caning  to  see  you  this  fall. 

If  he  comes,  tell  him  howdy  for  me.  Tell  him  I  would  like  well  to  sec  him  once 
more  in  this  life  and  I  would  like  to  have  him  come  to  see  me,  but  if  not,  tell 
him  to  be  sure  to  write  me.  Now  my  space  is  growing  narrow,  I  will  have  to  come 
to  a  close.  Be  sure  to  write.  Tell  all  the  connection  to  write  me.  Write  soon. 

As  ever  yours, 

Sintha  C.  Hutchens. 


Well,  Aunt,  I  intended  writing  to  you  this  time,  but  Mama  hasn!t  left  me 
any  room,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  this  time  and  I  will  vrritc  to  you  if  I  live, 
if  I  have  to  write  it  and  send  it  by  myself,  and  I  want  you  to  write  to  me.  It 
would  please  me  well  to  receive  a  letter  from  my  dear  Aunt  that  I  love  so  well. 

Your  devoted  niece 
Sue 

Note:  The  preceding  letters  -  postscript  by  her  daughter.  Sue  -  were  written  by 
Sintha  C.  Harrison  Hutchens  to  her  sister  Rachel  A.  Harrison  Hawkins.  They 
were  not  dated  but  we  know  that  they  were  written  about  eighty  years  ago.  Much 
of  this  letter  has  been  quoted  in  my  general  story.  I  have  deleted  all  of  the 
portion  quoted  except  the  paragraph  with  reference  to  "Brother  Jimmy"  who  was  my 
great-uncle,  Rev.  James  Steele  Harrison.  "Brother  Albert"  mentioned  in  the  letter 
was  also  my  great-uncle,  Rev.  Albert  Daniel  Harrison,  and  "sister  Jane"  was  my 
great-aunt,  Jane  Harrison  (Mrs.  Jonathan)  White.  Rachel,  Sintha,  Jane,  Jimmy  and 
Albert  were  among  the  13  brothers  and  sisters  of  my  grandfather,  Rev.  Daniel 
Bluford  Harrison.  The  initial  "C"  in  Sintha* s  name  may  have  stood  for  Catherine. 
Susannah  C.  (Sue)  Hutchens  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  my  great-aunt  Sintha.  I  am 
sure  Sue  was  named  for  her  grandmother  Susannah  Rucker  (Mrs.  Daniel  R. )  Harrison 
and  that  her  initial  "C"  also  probably  stood  for  Catherine.  My  great-grandmother 
Susannah  Ricker  Harrison's  mother's  name  was  Catherine  (Mrs.  George)  Rucker. 

There  is  a  tradition  of  an  older  great-aunt  Catherine  than  Sintha  C.  If  the 
tradition  of  an  older  sister  by  the  name  of  Catherine  Is  a  fact,  it  is  still  quite 
possible  Sintha' s  full  name  was  Sintha  Catherine  Harrison.  There  were  two  Daniels 
who  were  Sintha's  brothers,  my  grandfather,  Daniel  Bluford  Harrison,  and  Albert 
Daniel  Harrison;  and  so  there  could  have  been  two  sisters  having  one  of  the  same 
given  names. 


Nell  Albert,  dear  Nephew, 

A  few  words  to  let  you  know  that  I  have  not  forgotten  you,  I  think  of  you 
often,  though  I  don't  write  often  and  I  am  glad  to  Imow  that  you  haven't  forgotten 
me.  And  I  think  if  you  were  anxious  to  know  of  my  grandness  you  would  come  and 
tost  it.  If  you  will  come  I  will  do  the  best  I  can  for  you.  X  would  be  glad 
that  you  were  here  now  to  eat  peaches  and  apples  with  me. 

Albert,  I  want  you  to  tell  me  what  has  become  of  Taylor.  I  have  inquired  of 
some  of  the  rest,  but  I  did  not  learn.  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  'from  him. 

Your  Uncle  said  to  give  you  his  compliments,  that  he  did  not  have  time  to 
n'ite  this  time,  but  that  he  would  write  to  you  and  for  you  to  write  to  him.  Be 
sure  to  write. 

I  vail  close  for  the  present. 

Your  aunt  as  ever, 

Sintha  Hutchens. 

^te:  The  newphew,  Albert,  to  whom  this  letter  was  written,  was  the  older  son 
of  Rachel  A.  Harrison  Hawkins  and  David  Hawkins,  Taylor  was  great-uncle 
t-vert's  eldest  child.  He  was  an  able  Methodist  minister  and  teacher  and 
school  administrator. 


*  r  ' 


Martinsburg  Moa,  Apri2.  11,  i860 

David  Hawkins 
Dear  Fir: 

I  orcc  more  take  up  my  pen  to  ’/rite  you.  Your  sister’s  children  are  all  well 
that  ere  in  this  country.  John  H.  Tilly  is  gone  to  Barry  Co*,  Me*  Joseph  is 
living  with  my  Mother.  The  rest  of  the  children  arc  living  in  the  neighborhood 
at  vary  gcod  places,, 

Yea  wanted  to  know  if  the  estate  was  sufficient  for  their  necessities.  I 
car  spy  I  think  it  is.  It  is  worth  about  03!?O.  There  were  some  debts  out.  I 
t:i:nk  t;icrc  will  be  enough  left  to  educate  the  children.  I  intend  to  expend  the 
morns  teat  way  for  I  think  that  would  be  worth  more  to  them  than  forty  or  fifty 
dollars  to  each  and  no  schoolings 

You  wanted  to  know  the  date  and  disease  of  Lewis  Tilly’s  death.  He  died 
April  u,  1357.  His  disease  was  pneumonia.  He  never  made  any  profession  of  re¬ 
ligion  before  he  took  sick.  They  had  singing  and  prayer  with  trim  during  his 
sickness  several  times.  He  told  Simon  Kctchen  before  he  died  that  he  was  willing 
to  die  and  wanted  his  friends  to  meet  him  in  heaven.  Your  sister  died  of  con¬ 
gestion  of  the  brain.  Your  Undo  Solomon  Ketchcn  is  dead.  He  died  last  Thursday 
of  pneumonia.  Thus  passed  away  a  faithful  soldier  of  the  cross. 

No  more  from  your  sincere  friend  - 

V£n.  W.  Howell 

Note?  The  above  letter  to  David  Hawkins,  husband  of  my  great-aunt  Rachel  Harrison 
Riwkins,  from  an  old  friend,  reflects  the  great  buying  power  of  a  little 
money  in  those  days,  and  the  spiritual  life  and  simple  faith  of  people* 


Old  Cairo  Prentiss  Co  Miss. 

Jan  the  8  l88l 

I  write  you  a  letter  to  inform  you  that  I  am  well  at  present.  This  leaves 
the  rest  all  well,  hoping  to  hear  from  you  all  soon  and  that  you  are  all  well. 

Aunt,  I  have  not  very  much  of  importance  to  write  you.  There  has  been  a 
hcap^of  sickness  in  old  Miss  this  summer  and  fall  last.  The  typhoid  fever  was 
mostly  -.-hat  ailed  the  people.  My  youngest  brother  had  a  very  bad  spell  of  the 
f^ver  but  he  has  gotten  well.  There  have  been  a  great  many  deaths  around  here, 
more  than  I  ever  heard  ten  of  in  one  year,  and  now  the  sickness  has  stopped. 

b'ell.  Aunt,  do  you  have  any  school  pupils  out  there?  If  you  all  have 
schools  aid  no  pupils  I  have  a  great  mind  to  say  that  I  will  come  out  there  for 
I  car ! o  write  a  letter  for  the  people  talking  about  schools.  -Excuse  me  until 
octter  times. 

Well  Aunt  we  looked  for  you  last  summer  but  that  was  all  in  vain.  I  would 
like  very  much  to  sec  all  of  my  connection,  being  as  I  have  never  seen  any  of  them. 

From  Sallie  White  to  Aunt  Rachel  Hawkins 

A  few  words  to  Cousin  John:  Well  I  have  not  anything  of  interest  to  write 
Ycu,  We  have^  some  very  fine  weather.  It  rains  all  the  time  here  almost.  J.  R. 
White  and  J.  W.  White  arc  going  to  leave  us  in  the  morning.  They  are  going  to 
^•aching  school.  Well  Johnie  there  are  about  six  mills  in  hearing  of  us.  Johnie 
-  ave  written  three  letters  to  you  and  your  mother  and  have  not  any  answer  yet, 

U  you  ?ct  this  letter,  please  answer  me.  Write  soon,  fail  not.  When  this  you 


see,  remember  me,  tho  many  a  mile  apart  we  be.  Look  over  bad  writing  and 
spelling. 

From  Sallie  J,  White  to  Johnie  Hawkins  -  write  soon,  fail  not, 

N^te:  Sarah  J,  (Sallie)  White  and  her  teacher  brothers  to  whom  she  referred, 
Jonathan  Rucker  White  and  John  Wesley  White,  were  three  of  the  children 
of  my  great-aunt  Jane  Harrison  (Mrs,  Jonathan)  White, 


March  2h  1882 

Well  I  will  write  you  a  few  lines  to  inform  you  that  we  arc  all  well  at 
present  and  I  hope  when  these  few  lines  come  to  hand  they  will  find  you  all  well. 
We  received  your  letter  and  was  glad  to  hear  from  you  all.  We  are  ahaving  some 
very  cool  weather  here.  Peaches  and  apples  are  killed. 

Well  Mary  is  gone  again  to  Jacinto  and  I  am  astaying  with  Mother  and  my 
brothers.  Mother  is  getting  to  look  old.  Her  hair  is  very  gray.  She  talks  of 
coming  to  sco  you  all  but  I  don't  think  she  will  ever  get  off.  I  sometimes 
think  that  I  will  come  out  to  sec  you,  and  since  you  wrote  that  letter  I  have 
studied  no  little  about  it. 

Times  arc  hard  here.  Com  is  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  bushel.  Aunt,  give 
my  love  to  all  the  kin,  and  tell  them  to  write  me, 

I  will  close  by  asking  you  all  to  write  soon,  and  fail  not  - 

From  Sallie  White  to  Aunt  Rachel  Hawkins. 


Old  Cairo  Prentiss  Co  Miss 
December  21,  1882 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Hawkins 
Dear  Sister: 

Yours  of  the  eleventh  ult,  came  safe  to  hand;  and  was  read  and  re-read  with 
great  pleasure.  Glad  to  hear  that  the  sick  are  getting  well.  Wc  are  all  well 
except  that  wc  have  very  bad  colds,  and  the  younger  girl,  tho  chills  now  and 
then.  Wc  have  had  some  of  as  cold  weather  as  I  ever  experienced  in  this  country. 
Rachel,  you  spoke  of  being  in  better  health  than  usual,  and  of  moving  to  your¬ 
self,  I  wish  you  would  come  over  and  live  with  me.  The  boys  are  building 
houses  and  I  think  I  could  get  them  to  build  us  a  little  roan  in  which  we  might 
pics  our  old  days  together  listening  to  the  song  of  your  little  "Musician". 

Well,  I  reckon  I  had  better  tell  you  about  how  the  people  of  old  Miss,  are 
getting  along.  There  hasn't  been  ary  bad  sickness  this  fall.  Everybody  made 
enough  com,  .and,  perhaps,  has  enough  hogs  to  make  his  meat.  Cotton,  in  this 
part,  was  nearly  a  failure.  I  must  tell  you  about  my  garden  and  turnip  patch. 

I  have  the  finest  garden  of  cabbage  in  the  country  and  turnips  enough  to  do  me 
this  winter.  Come  over  and  eat  turnips  and  hog’s  jowl  with  me;  you  may  think  I 
am  not  a  very  good  company  keeper,  like  I  was  when  you  had  to  keep  me  axjake  the 
tune  I  handed  in  threads  to  you,  sitting  on  the  back  of  the  loom,  but  if  you  will 
cone  over,  I  will  show  you.  I  would  like  to  talk  over  all  our  old-time  "scrapes". 

'As  it  is  getting  late  I  will  close  for  this  time.  Hoping  to  hear  from  you 
soon. 


Your  sister,  Jane  White 


Miss 


Old  Cairo 
Prentiss  Co 

Well,  Rachel,  you  ranted  to  know  all  my  children’s  names.  It  will ‘take 
s'Tne  paper  and  ink  but  I  will  try  it,  commencing  with  first  -  David  Harrison, 
Jonathan  Rucker,  William  Tuggle,  Sarah  Jane,  Charles  Wesley,  Martha  /inn  Sintha 
A  Mine.  My  youngest  girl  has  nano  enough  for  three  chaps.  These  are  the  names 
o'  my  living  children.  I  have  one  dead.  His  name  was  George  Washington.  He 
dxed  when  small.  You  know  I  raised  three  step  children,  2  girls  and  one  boy. 

Tlie  girls  married.  Mary  the  oldest  is  living  with  me,  has  one  child,  a  girl  li* 
years  old.  Fletcher  has  7  children.  She  lives  close  to  me,  where  I  can  see  them 
often.  James  stays  with  me  yet  -  I  would  not  know  how  to  do  without  Jim. 

Tell  A.  L.  I  intend  to  write  a  long  letter  when  I  get  moved  into  my  new 
house  -  we  all  turn  ’round  and  in  a  bluster,  and  it  is  a  serious  thing  to  take  up 
the  task  of  writing  a  letter. 

So  I  stop  for  this  tine 


Jane  to  R  A 

Susie  Franks  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wright  and  her  post  office  is 
Lillard’s  Mill,  Marshall  Co.,  Term. 

Note:  In  my  great-aunt  Jane  Harrison  (Mrs.  Jonathan)  White's  undated  letter  to 
her  sister,  my  great-aunt  Rachel  Harrison  (Mrs.  David)  Hawkins,  reference 
was  made  to  and  to  Susie  Franks.  A.  L.  was  Albert  L.  Hawkins,  elder  son 

of  Rachel.  Susannah  (Susie)  Franks  was  a  younger  daughter  of  my  great-aunt 
Nancy  Harrison  (Mrs.  Frederick)  Franks.  The  Frederick  Franks  family  up  to  that 
time  was  reflected  in  the  Census  of  Hardin  County,  Tennessee,  in  1050. 


Old  Cairo  Prentiss  Co  Miss 
March  the  30th  1893 


My  Dear  Sister  - 

I  take  the  pleasure  in  writing  to  you  this  morning  to  inform  you  that  we  arc 
all  well.  I  am  not,  but  as  well,  as  could  be  expected.  Well,  Rachel,  I  have  not 
much  to  write  but  I  will  do  the  best  I  can* 

Well,  Rachel,  Eali  Hutchins’  wife  is  dead.  She  died  September  last.  She 
is  dene  with  her  troubles  in  this  world  and  is  now  taking  her  rest.  Martha  Wood¬ 
ruff  was  here  not  long  since.  She  talks  of  you  often.  She  said  you  used  to  come 
to  Sintha  Hutchens  when  they  were  all  sick  and  tell  her  how  to  cook.  She  said 
she  always  liked  to  sec  you  acoming  so  you  could  tell  her  how  to  cook.  She  said 
put  in  howdy. 

Aunt  Susie  Miles  is  still  living.  She  has  not  seen  daylight  in^ycars.  Old 
Dr.  Lndens  wife  is  still  living.  She  lives  in  Corinth  but  the  old  D*.  is  dead, 
do  died  in  time  of  the  war.  Wall,  Rachel,  I  can  study  about  old  times  that  have 
p-'st  and  my  old  friends  that  arc  dead  and  gone,  and  am  still  alooking  forward 
w!  en  I  can  see  them  in  heaven  and  there  wo  -Till  all  meet  to  part  no  more.  Well 
Rachel  I  study  no  little  about  you.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  of  your  bad  health.  I 
v.is  in  hopes  that  I  would  get  to  sec  you  one  more  time. 

Wo  11.  I  have  written  enough.  So  goodbye. 

Truly  yours 

Jane  White  to  Rachel  Hawkins 
Write  soon,  fail  not.  Tell  the  connection  to  write  me. 


ajtU  fv  •  .acru.  .?  n ■.  l.r  vnt.l  oO  l  •;  m  [  ,1.-10*11  tIoW 
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Old  Cairo  Prentiss  Co  Mj_ss 
July  l,  1885 


6 


Dear  Cousin : 

I  received  your  letter.  Has  clad  to  hear  from  you.  I  reckon  you  thought 
I  never  would  answer  your  letter.  I  have  been  busy  and  haven’t  had  time  to° 
answer  your  letter  till  today,  I  thought  I  would  answer  it. 

John,  the  big  meeting  comes  off  next  September.  I  wrote  you  to  come  out 
here  then.  John,  do  you  belong  to  the  church  or  not?  Hell,  John,  you  said  that 
j'ou  lost  that  letter  I  sent  you.  I  am  sorry  that  you  lost  it.  I  wanted  you  to 
keep  it  as  long  as  you  lived.  I  don’t  expect  I  ever  will  see  you  without  you 
came;  John,  how  many  sisters  have  you  got  and  how  many  brothers  have  you  got? 
John,  I  picked  you  out  a  sweetheart  but  you  would  never  come  and  she  is  gone  now. 
She  moved  in  May.  I  expect  that  you  have  got  one  out  there  that  you  would  like 
better  anyhow. 

Wen  I  will  close  for  this  time.  Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon, 

From  Mattic  White  to  J  ohn  Campbell 

Note:  Martha  (Mattie)  White  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  my  great-aunt  Jane 
Harrison  White  and  John  Campbell  was  a  grandson  of  my  great-aunt  Rachel 
Harrison  Hawkins. 


Old  Cairo  Prentiss  Co  Miss. 
November  the  2h  1885 


Mrs.  R  A  Hawkins 
Dear  Aunt: 

I  will  write  you  a  few  lines.  It  has  not  boon  long  since  I  wrote  to  you 
but  as  times  have  changed  I  will  write  you  again.  I  wrote  to  you  the  l5th  of 
this  month  and  wrote  seme  for  Mother  but  now  I  am  done  writing  for  her.  She 
bid  us  all  farewell  the  18th  of  this  month.  She  said  she  wanted  to  stay  with 
us  longer  but  if  it  was  the""good  Lord’s  will  she  would  have  to  go.  She  prayed 
for  rest  ever  since  she  got  sick  and  two  days  before  she  died  she  got  so  she 
could  not  get  her  breath  without  struggling  hard.  About  a  half  hour  before  she 

she  asked  the  blessed  Savior  to  give  her  rest,  and  said  —  let  me  turn  over  — 
and  that  was  the  last  word  she  said. 

Mother  wanted  you  to  have  her  specks  and  I  am  going  to  send  them  to  you.  She 

said  if  they  did  not  suit  you,  may  be  they  would  suit  Uncle  Albert.  She  wanted 

you  or  him,  one  or  the  other,  to  have  them.  I  may  not  send  them  today  but  if  I 
don’t  I  will  start  them  next  Friday. 

Hell  Aunt  I  feel  like  I  was  ruined  forever.  I  am  going  to  do  better  and 
meet  her  and  Pappie  and  brother  in  their  happy  home.  I  aim  to  live  as  nigh  right 
as  know  how  and  meet  my  friends  and  connections  all  in  heaven.  Well  Aunt,  I 

sang  songs  for  Mother.  I  will  tell  you  seme  of  the  words  —  There  is  a  crown  for 

you  and  there  is  a  crown  for  me,  yes,  bless  the  Lord  there  is  a  crown  for  us  all, 
an  she  sang  Homo  Sweet  Home  the  last  song  she  sang,  but  I  can’t  sing  any  now. 
i  never  will  forget  those  songs  as  long  as  I  live. 


:  ruteuoD  tcwI 


Now  Aunt  I  want  you  to  write  to  me,  I  can’t  be  with  you  any.  I  would 
like  to  read  a  letter  from  any  of  you  out  there.  I  have  pot  no  one  to  go  to 
for  pood  advice.  I  want  you  to  write  to  me  often.  Give  my  love  to  all. 

Goodbye  for  this  time. 

Gallic  White. 

Note:  Sallie  J,  White’s  "Popple"  died  in  1869,  just  before  her  baby  sister, 

Martha  A#  (Mattie)  White,  was  boro.  The  deceased  brother  whom  she  men¬ 
tioned  was  George  Washington  White  who  was  named  by  his  mother,  my  great-aunt 
Jane,  no  doubt,  for  one  of  her  elder  brothers  and/or  George  Vfeshington  Harrison, 
the  only  son  of  my  great-uncle.  Reverend  James  Steele  (Jimmy)  Harrison,  who  was 
killed  in  the  Battle  of  Jonesboro,  Arkansas,  in  the  War  Between  the  States.  A 
portion  of  Sallie* s  touching  letter  of  November  2h,  1885,  has  been  deleted  because 
I  have  quoted  it  in  my  general  story. 


Old  Cairo i  Miss 
August  13,  1886 

Dear  Auntt 

I  received  your  most  welcome  letter  on  the  10th  instance  which  was  carefully 
read  and  contents  duly  noted*  Glad  to  hear  from  you  once  more. 

’fell,  Aunt  would  like  to  be  out  there  with  you  to  go  to  preaching  as  we  do 
not  have  any  near  here  except  a  church  two  miles  from  us.  I  cannot  go  that  far 
to  get  to  church.  The  preacher  does  not  preach  more  than  one  sermon  a  day  so  I 
stay  home  and  haven’t  heard  him  preach  this  year.  The  preachers  here  will  not 
preach  unless  they  get  big  pay  for  preaching.  Some  of  them  want  the  people  of 
this  circuit  to  pay  them  *500  a  year  or  they  would  not  come  round  even  the  first 
time,  so  they  can  stay  at  hone  and  1  will  do  the  samo,  I  don’t  think  this  high 
preaching  is  liable  to  do  me  any  good. 

I  will  give  you  some  news  concerning  our  crops.  Corn  on  upland  will  make  a 
half  crop.  Bottom  land  will  not  make  anything  only  weeds  and  grass.  Cotton  on 
upland  is  fine.  It  will  be  the  best  for  several  years  if  nothing  happens  to  it. 
Flour  is  worth  $6.00  per  barrel,  corn  6$  cts  per  bushel.  The  health  of  the 
people  is  good  with  the  exception  of  a  few  who  live  round  those  streams  and  saw¬ 
mills.  They  have  chills  and  fever  the  year  round. 

Well  Aunt  it' is  getting  late  and  am  bringing  this  letter  to  a  close  by 
saying  write  soon. 

From  D.  H.  White  To  R,  A.  Hawkins. 

Note;  This  letter  was  from  a  son  of  Jonathan  White  and  Jane  Harrison  White  to 
his  Aunt  Rachel  Harrison  Hawkins,  Both  Rachel  and  Jane  were  sisters  of 
my  grandfather.  Rev,* Daniel  Bluford  Harrison.  The  full  name*  of  D»  H«  White  was 
David  Harrison  White. 

Cuthen,  P.0, 

Red  River  County 
State  of  Texas 

Mrs.  Rachel  Hawkins  (Clark  County,  Arkansas)  February  26,  1873 

Dear  .hints  and  Cousins: 

I  wish  to  trouble  (you)  with  a  short  note  to  let  you  know  that  I  have  not 
forgotten  you  all*  Tell  Uncle  Albert  to  write  to  me.  Tell  me  everything.  What 
you  all  are  doing.  I  received  a  letter  a  short  time  back  from  one  of  (ray)  cou¬ 
sins  by  the  name  of  Daniel  Reece  Harrison.  His  father  and  mother  are  dead-  and  all 
of  the  children  but  three,  himself  and  two  brothers.  He  has  five  children,  two 
dead,  three  living,  has  twin  babes.  He  wrote  to  me  to  write  to  you  all.  He  says 


. 

- 


for  you  all  to  write  to  him.  He  lives  in  Smith  County,  Texas,  Tyler  P.  0.  He 
has  been  living  in  Texas  2$  years. 

I  want  you  all  to  write  to  me.  Be  sure.  We  are  living  here  alone.  None 
of  my  Harrison  connection  is  hero,  I  have  five  children,  four  boys,  one  girl. 

We  are  all  well.  Times  are  tolerably  hard  here  this  year.  No  moisture.  We  had 
a  drouth  last  year. 

I  will  ccmc  to  a  close  by  saying  to  you  all  to  write  soon  and  give  my  love 
to  all  the  connection.  Receive  the  same.  I  expect  to  go  to  Polk  County  this 
summer  when  the  crop  is  laid  by.  I  would  be  glad  to  meet  some  of  you  there.  So 
goodbye, 

Roxana  Oliver 

Note;  Roxana  Harrison  (Mrs.  W.  P.)  Oliver  was  my  father* s,  James  J.  (Jim) 
Harrison,  oldest  sister.  Their  parents  were  Rev,  Daniel  Bluford  and 
Mary  Elizabeth  Joplin  Harrison.  Daniel  Reece  Harrison,  her  cousin  to  whom  she 
referred  in  her  letter  to  my  great-aunt  Rachel  Harrison  Hawkins,  was  an  elder 
son  of  my  great-uncle  Nathaniel  Harrison.  Daniel  Reece's  two  surviving  brothers 
were  Nathaniel  Harrison,  Jr.,  and  James  Harrison.  Her  uncle  to  whom  she  referred 
was  my  great-uncle,  Rev.  Albert  D.  Harrison.  Much  of  her  letter  has  been  deleted 
because  of  quotations  from  it  made  elsewhere.  Polk  County,  Arkansas,  to  which 
aunt  Roxana  referred,  was  the  county  in  which  most  of  her  11  brothers  and  sisters 
were  bom.  Her  father  was  living  in  Scott  County,  Arkansas,  at  that  time. 


Bluff dale,  Tex. 

August  30,  1909 

Mm,  Roena  Small 
Point  Cedar,  Ark. 

Dear  Cousin; 

I *m  sick  today,  but  think  I  will  feel  better  when  I  get  some  of  that  fried 
chicken  they  are  talking  about  -  Cousins  Tyra  and  Jane  Reece,  William  and 
Georgia  Ann  Harris**,  myself  and  Roy  Recce  are  visiting  Mr*  and  Mrs.  W.  F.  Howard 
today,  and  they  are  sending  you  a  letter  and  said  I  might  write  a  word  or  two. 

I  have  been  going  to  meeting  about  four  weeks.  Ihe  Methodists  closed  out 
at  Bluff dale  last  night;  we  had  a  good  meeting  and  seme  as  good  preaching  as  I 
ever  heard.  Tolar,  seven  miles  east  of  Buffalo  closed  out  last  night  with  some¬ 
thing  near  over  one  hundred  conversions.  Lipan  twelve  miles  north  -  had  sixty- 
conversions  and  something  near  half  of  them  joined  the  Baptists.  So  you  sec  we 
are  not  only  helping  the  Methodists,  but  are  doing  good  for  alii 
Love  to  all,  I  am 

Your  cousin, 

C.  H.  Harrison 

Note;  Charles  Henry  Harrison,  writer  of  the  above  letter,  is  a  grandson  of  my 
great-uncle,  Rev.  Albert  D.  Harrison.  Charles  Henry's  father  was  Rev. 

Wn.  Taylor  Harrison.  Mrs,  Roena  Snail  was  the  younger  daughter  of  my  great-aunt 
Rachel  Harrison  Hawkins  and  David  Hawkins.  Jane  Harrison  (Mrs.  Tyra)  Reece  was 
one  of  my  father's  elder  sisters.  Georgia  Ann  Recce  (Mrs.  Wm. )  Harris  and  Nancy 
Roena  Recce  (Mrs.  V.  F. )  Howard  and  Roy  iteece  to  whom  reference  was  made,  were 
among  the  13  children  of  my  aunt  Jane  and  Rev.  Tyra  Reece.  My  oousin  Roy  Reece 
lives  in  Houston,  and  Charles  Henry  Harrison  lives  at  Anson,  Texas. 


CENSUS  RECORDS  OF  THE  FAMILIES  OF  SEVERAL  OF 
DANIEL  BLUFORD  HARRISON'S  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS  AND  CCMMENTS 
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I83O  Wayne  County,  Tcnn.  Census  of 

Janos  Steele  (Jirr.y)  Harrison 


18 hO  Hardin  County ,  Tcnn.  Census  of 
James  Steele  (Jimmy)  Harrison 


James  S.  Harrison 


James  S.  Harrison 


1  mole  under  5> 

1  "  15  -  20 

1  ■  20-30 

1  female  under  5 
1  ■  5-10 

1  "20-30 


1  male  5  to  10 
1  "  30  to  hO 

1  female  under  5 

2  "  5  to  ]JD 

2  «  10  to  15 

1  "  30  to  hO 


Comment:  Hie  male  of  1 5  to  20  in  the  1830  Census  was  probably  great-uncle 
Jimmy's  brother,  Reece,  then  18,  or  his  brother,  Daniel  B,,  then 
ih  or  15. 


l8f>0  Hardin  County,  Tennessee  Census 


James  S.  Harrison  - 

50 

mm 

Manufacturer  &  Trader 

- 

Bom, 

South  Carolina 

Mary 

ft 

- 

hS 

- 

Wife 

mm 

If 

North  Carolina 

George  W. 

tt 

- 

20 

- 

Son 

- 

n 

Tennessee 

Susannah 

If 

- 

12 

- 

Daughter 

•• 

n 

ft 

Louisa 

tt 

- 

7 

mm 

n 

- 

It 

n 

Sarah 

ft 

— 

3 

mm 

n 

•» 

11 

11 

Nipsy  Jane 

«v 

-  9/12  " 

i860  Van  Buren  County,  Arkansas  Census 

If 

11 

James  S.  Harrison 

-  9)  - 

Farmer 

-  Born, 

South  Carolina 

Mary  " 

-  5U  - 

Wife 

-  •» 

North  Carolina 

Sarah  " 

-  15  - 

Daughter 

.  N 

Tennessee 

Nipsy  Jane  " 

-  Hi  ~ 

it 

.  n 

n 

Comments :  The  Family  Record  of  my  great-uncle,  Reverend  James  Steele  (Jimmy) 

**  Harrison,  for  whom  my  father,  James  J.  (Jim)  Harrison  was  named,  thanks 

to  Mrs,  Marvin  Hatchett  of  Ada,  Oklahoma,  who  sent  a  copy  of  it  to  me,  has  been 
included  in  my  main  story. 


185>0  Hardin  County,  Tenn.  Census  of 
Nancy  Harrison  (Mrs.  Frederick)  Franks 


Frederick  B.  Franks  - 

n 

- 

Farmer 

-  Bom, 

North  Carolina  / 

Nancy  .  "  - 

is 

- 

Wife 

.  « 

South -Carolina 

Archibald  "  - 

22 

- 

Son 

*  " 

Tennessee 

Louisa  " 

16 

- 

Daughter 

-  « 

ft 

Marion  0 

13 

- 

Son 

-  II 

n 

Margaret  "  - 

9 

- 

Daughter 

•»  « 

i» 

Henry  " 

7 

mm 

Son 

„  II 

n 

George  "  - 

2 

- 

n 

.  0 

11 

Comments:  In  an  undated 

letter  from  my  great-aunt 

Jane  Harrison  (Mrs.  Jonathan) 

miiwe,  uo  nor  sister,  itacnex  narrison  uirs.  David ;  Hawkins,  great-aunt 
Jane  told  her  that  Susie  Franks  had  married' a  man  by  the  name  of  Wright,  and  that 
the  couple's  post  office  was  Dillard's  Mill,  Marshall  County,  Tennessee.  The 


T-C 


I 


letter  was  written  some  time  tn  about  1870,  Margaret  could  have  been  known  by 
the  name  of  Susie,  or  Susie  may  have  been  bom  shortly  after  the  1350  Census 
of  my  great-aunt  Nancy’s  family  had  been  taken. 
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18,30  VJaync  County,  Tenn.  Census  of 

Nathaniel  Harrison 

Nathaniel  Harrison 
1  male  under  5 
1  malo  20  to  30 
1  female  20  to  30 


l8h0  Wayne  County,  Tonr0  Census  of 
Nathaniel  H-rn  lsca 

Nathaniel  Harrison 

1  male  under  5 

2  "  5-10 

i  "  io-i5 

i  «  30  -  ho 

1  female  under  10 
1  «  30-10 


i860  Henderson  County,  Texas  Census 


Nathaniel  Harrison 

-5l 

-  Farmer  - 

Bom 

in  -Seuth-C  aroiina 

Sarah  " 

-  I40 

-  Wife 

n 

"  Alabama 

Rebecca  J,  n 

-  17 

-  Daughter  - 

n 

"  Tennessee 

Thomas  Daniel  " 

-  lU 

-  Son  - 

n 

n  tt 

Comments:  Sarah  seems  to  have  been  my  great-uncle  Nathaniel’s  second  wife  and 
she  was  unless  the  Census  record  of  her  age  of  h0  in  the  i860  Census 
was  in  error.  His  wife  in  the  Census  of  1830  was  listed  as  20  to  30  and  in  the 
Census  of  I8L1O  as  30  to  ijO,  She  would  have  been,  if  alive,  50  to  60  in  i860, 

I  feel  sure  that  she  was  dead  in  i860,  and  that  great-uncle  Nathaniel’s  youngest 
child  by  her  ins  Jrrnies  Garrison  who  was  2h  in  i860. 


1870  Smith  Cpunty,  Texas  Census 


Nathaniel  Harrison  -  60 

-  Farmer  - 

Bom 

in 

L  _  .  ^  -6-^- 

South- Carolina 

Elizabeth 

n  -  Ii3 

-  ? 

n 

11 

Missouri 

George 

”  -  lU 

-  ?  - 

fl 

n 

Tennessee 

Allen 

"  -  Hi 

? 

n 

n 

n 

Comments:  The  Snith  County  Census  of  1870  was  taken  early  in  the  year,  whereas 
the  i860  Census  of  Henderson  County  was  taken  late  in  the  year.  This 
accounts  for  age  discrepancies  in  these  two  Censuses  of  great-uncle  Nathaniel 
and  indicates  clearly  that  he  celebrated  his  6lst  birthday  in  1870,  after  the 
Census  had  boon  taken.  It  can  reasonably  be  assumed  that  Sarah,  his  second  wife, 
had  died  and  that  Elizabeth  Harrison,  1x3$  in  the  1870  Census  was  not  his  wife 
and  that  George  and  ’lien,  the  twins  of  lU,  were  not  his  sons,  George  and  Allen 
were  U  years  old  in  i860,  but  they  did  not  appear  in  the  i860  Census  of  The 
Nathaniel  Harrison  Family,  It  is  my  surmise  that  Elizabeth  Harrison  was  the 
widow  of  great-uncle  Nathaniel’s  eldest  son  and  that  George  and  Allen  Harrison 
were  Nathaniel’s  grandsons.  To  aid  those  who  may  wish  to  seek  more  light  on  the 
life  of  my  great-uncle  Nathaniel,  I  am  recording  here  the  names  of  the  members 
of  the  families  of  his  three  sons  of  whom  I  have  Census  records  over  three  decades. 
They  are  as  follows: 

X,  Daniel  Reeee  Harrison’s  wife  was  Ethel  Bolds,  Their  children  wore 
Richard,  Mary,  Henrietta,  Lugenia  A,  (Lou),  J,  R,  (Recce)  and  May 
and  i.da,  twins,  Richard  died  young,  AH  of  the  others  are  now  dead 
except  Recce  Harrison  of  Durant,  Oklahoma, 


4 


2,  Nathaniel  Harrison,  Junior’s  wife’ s  given  none  was 
Phcbc.  Their  children  up  to  the  i860  Census  were 
Albert  J,  ,  Joseph  W, ,  Missouri  A*,  Melissa,  Paralcc, 
Simeon  and  Delilah, 

3,  James  Harrison’s  wife’s  given  name  was  M(->iy  E,. 

Their  children  as  of  the  1880  Census  were  George  VJ,, 
’•Jllliam  Ci,  Mary  F,,  James  W,,  Thomas,  Nathaniel  III, 
Bessie  I#,  Louis  A,,  and  Nancy  A, 


Some  of  the  sons  of  Nathaniol  Jr,  and  James  Harrison  may 
still  be  alive,  for  there  are  several  who  would  be  only 
from  79  to  90  at  this  time.  We  know  from  a  letter  written 
by  my  Aunt  Roxanne.  Harrison  (Mrs,  W,  P,)  Oliver,  that  on 
February  26,  1873,  to  her  Aunt  Rachel  Harrison  (Mrs,  David) 
Hawkins,  that  my  great-uncle  Nathaniel  had  died  between  the 
time  when  his  1870  Census  vras  taken  and  the  time  her  letter 
was  written, 

l8U0  Wayne  County,  Tennessee  Census  of 
Recce  Simeon  Harrison 

R,  S,  Harrison 


2  males  under  5 
1  ’»  5-10 
1  ”  20  -  30 

1  female  under  5 

1  «  20  —  30 

1  "  >*0  -  50 

Comment :  The  female  of  !t0  to  50  was  probably  Mrs,  Recce  S.  Harrison’s  mother. 
My  great-uncle  Reece’s  mother,  Susannah  Harrison  and  her  single 
children  at  home  at  the  time,  appeared  in  the  I8I4O  Census  of  Hardin  County, 
Tennessee, 


l850  Wayne  County,  Tennessee  Census 


R,  S,  Harrison 

- 

38 

— 

Farmer 

- 

Bom  in 

Tennessee 

Mary 

II 

37 

- 

Wife 

- 

rt 

it 

Georgia 

Robert 

n 

- 

13 

— 

Sort 

•*» 

I* 

n 

Tennessee 

Frances 

n 

- 

12 

- 

Daughter 

• 

n 

n 

n 

James 

n 

• 

10 

• 

Son 

ii 

a 

n 

William  H, 

(9 

_ 

7 

n 

« 

it 

ti 

Simeon  R, 

n 

- 

6 

. 

n 

«• 

a 

it 

11 

Melissa 

91 

- 

h 

- 

Daughter 

i» 

n 

it 

Albert 

It 

— 

1 

-• 

Son 

- 

a 

11 

H 

i860  Van  Burcn  County,  Arkansas  Census 


Reece  Harrison 

h8 

09 

Farmer 

Bom 

in 

Tennessee 

Mary 

If 

- 

So 

- 

Wife 

«*» 

a 

11 

Georgia 

William 

H.« 

- 

18 

- 

Son 

— 

ti 

it 

Tennessee 

Rucker 

it 

_ 

16 

- 

11 

11 

it 

ti 

Melissa 

m 

•• 

ll 

am 

Daughter 

«» 

it 

ti 

if 

Albert 

it 

12 

- 

Son 

« 

tt 

it 

Jesse  G. 

n 

- 

8 

- 

it 

• 

n 

if 

Arkansas 

Green 

ft 

- 

h 

~ 

•1 

— 

n 

it 

it 

COTnents:  My  great-uncle.  Recce  Simeon  Harrison,  in  my  opinion,  received  his 

first  name.  Recce,  from  his  father,  my  great  grandfather,  whose  full 
name,  I  believe,  was  Daniel  Recce  Harrison.  Surely  he  received  his  middle  name, 
Simeon,  from  his  mother,  Susannah  Rucker  (Mrs.  Ihnicl  R. )  Harrison's  brother, 
Simeon  Bluford  Rucker.  Census  takers  made  a  mistake  in  recording  my  great-uncle 
Recce's  wife  Mary's  ago  in  1850.  Mrs.  Marvin  Hatchett  informs  me  that  the  Mary 
in  the  Census  Records  of  1800  and  i860  was  the  same  person  and  that  the  age 
listed  in  i860  was  correct.  She  was  great-uncle  Recce's  only  wife,  I  am  told. 

My  great-uncle  Reece,  and  Mary,  had  a  son,  as  reflected  in  the  Censuses  of  18^0 
and  i860,  whose  name  was  Simeon  Rucker  Harrison.  Rucker  ^arrison  named  one  of  his 
sons  Bluford,  a  name  of  family  significance.  My  grandfather  was  Daniel  Bluford 
Harrison.  My  grandfather  and  my  great-uncle  Reece  are  said  to  have  beentwo  of 
fourteen  full  brothers  and  sisters, 

1800  Old  Tishomingo  County, "Miss,  Census  of 
Rachel  Adline  Harrison  (Mrs. David)  Hawkins 


David 

Hawkins  - 

36 

Farmer 

Rachel  A. 

ri 

35 

Wife 

$uphronia 

J.  » 

7 

Daughter 

Albert  L. 

rt  ^ 

6 

• 

Son 

Roena  J. 

11  «. 

h 

- 

Daughter 

John  B. 

n  _ 

1 

• 

Son 

Bom  in  Tennessee 


U  H  II 

11  n  n 

"  "  Mississippi 

11  11  n 

11  11  h 


Comment;  Rachel  -.dlinc  Harrison  (Mrs.  David)  Hawkins  was  one  of  my  great-aunts. 

She  and  my  grandfather.  Reverend  Daniel  B.  Harrison,  were  near  the  same 
age.  They  and  their  families  were  very  close  as  long  as  they  lived. 


i860  Clark  County,  Arkansas  Census 


David 

Hawkins  -  L6 

Rachel  A. 

ft 

-  hS 

Suphronia  Jane  " 

-  17 

Albert  L. 

ti 

-  16 

Roena  J. 

it 

-  1U 

John  B. 

If 

-  11 

Comments; 

Roena  J. 

Hawkins 

Teacher  and  Farmer  - 
Wife 

Daughter  - 

Son  - 

Daughter 

Son  - 


Bom  in  Tennessee 


n 

n 

11 

if 

n 


11  11 

n  Mississippi 

II  I! 

II  II 


Small*  John  B»  Hawkins  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Virginia 
leCuen,  were  the  parents  of  Herman  Hawkins,  Miss  Florence  Hawkins  and  Opa  Inn  Haw¬ 
kins  (Mrs.  ...  P. )  Veteto.  These  three  and  Miss  Small  have  been  extremely  helpful 
to  me  in  writing  my  History  of  my  Harrison  grandparents.  Opa  Inn  Hawkins  and  her 
cceasod  twin  sister,  Bclzonia  Hawkins  (Mrs.  Charles  W. )  Massey,  were  named  for  my 
lather  s  two  youngest  sisters.  Marriage  and  Bible  Records  of  great-aunt  Rachel  and 
David  Hawkins  have  been  recorded  in  my  "Abridged  History". 
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1840  Old  Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi  Census 

Family  of  George  Washington  Harrison  • 

1  male  20  -  30 

2  males  under  5 
1  male  5-10 

1  female  20  -  30 
1  female  under  5 
1  female  5-10 

J  „ 

My  great-uncle,  George  Washington  Harrison,  died  between  1847  and  1850.  George  C. 
Harrison  of  Savannah,  Hardih  County,  Tennessee,  told  me  that  his.  grandfather,  George 
W.  Harrison,  died  in  middle  age  after  a  brief  illness  of  pneumonia.  George  W. 
Harrison's  widow,  Mary  Jane,  whose  maiden  surname  may  have  been  Gillis,  married  John 
Dunkin,  a  widower.  They  had.  a  daughter.  Flora  H.  Dunkin.  The  children  of  George  W. 
and  Mary  Jane  Harrison,  listed  in  the  1850  Wayne  County,  Tennessee  Census  of  Jane 
Harrison,  then  a  widow,  identified  their  children,  at  home,  (as  Eliza,  Joseph  T.  , 

Mary  E.  ,  Nancy  J.  ,  John  Gillis,  and  George  Rucker  Harrison,  in  age  ranges  from  3  to 
19.  Based  on  the  above  1840  Census,  my  great-uncle  George  was  probably  nearer  30 
than  20  years  of  age,  hence  born  about  1810. 

I  have  a  copy  of  the  Hardin  County,  Tennessee  Will  of  Joseph  T.  Harrison.  His  wife's 
maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Hauck.  I  suspect  that  his  full  name  was  Joseph  Taylor  Harrison, 
named  for  two  of  his  Harrison  uncles.  John  Gillis  Harrison  was  born  January  18,  1844. 
His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Leatha  J.  Banks.  Two  of  his  sons,  George  C.  and  Joseph 
Harrison,  live  at  Savannah,  Hardin  County,  Tennessee.  George  Rucker  Harrison  was 
born  October  26,  1846,  in  Wayne  County,  Tennessee.  His  only  surviving  child  is 
Ira  Dewitt  Harrison,  2570  41st  St.,  Sacramento,  California.  George  R.  Harrison's 
wife's  maiden  name  was  Delina  Hester  McFall.  She  and  her  husband  and  a  son, 

Hubert,  are  buried  in  the  Masonic  Lawn  Cemetery  at  Sacramento. 

After  Reverend  George  Rucker  Harrison's  death  on  July  7,  1927,  "The  Advance,"  national 
journal,  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.A.,  paid  editorial  tribute  to  him  as  follows: 

"The  Advance"  wishes  to  pay  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  man  who 
rendered  a  highly  important  service  at  a  critical  time,  the  late 
George  Rucker  Harrison.  Mr.  Harrison  was  a  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
minister  of  fine  character  and  great  force.  When  the  question  of 
union  was  pending  -  1903  to  1907  -  he  lived  in  Texas  where  a  few 
prejudiced  persons  caused  much  antagonism.  Mr.  Harrison  founded 
and  conducted  a  church  paper  at  Dallas  called  "The  Western  Presbyter.” 

Without  hope  of  financial  gain,  he  put  into  it  time,  brain  and  cold 
cash.  Greatest  of  all,  he  put  into  it  his  own  broad  Christian  spirit. 

A  Southerner  to  the  manner  born,  he  had  no  sympathy  with  a  sectional 
spirit,  and  he  put  the  kingdom  above  any  sect.  For  the  true  principles 
of  Christ  he  labored  incessantly  and  at  great  cost  -  often  in  the  lone¬ 
liness  that  only  such  workers  know;  but  he  influenced  many  by  his 
leadership  and  the  church  in  Texas  today  owes  much  to  the  brave  and 
devoted  service  of  this  minister.  Thank  God  for  such  men  as  George 
Rucker  Harrison. 
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1850  Old  Tishomingo  County,  Miss*  Census  of 
Albert  Daniel  Harrison 


Albert  D,  Harrison  -  30 
Delilah  "  -  22 
Wm.  Taylor  n  2 
Isaac  N,  "  **  1 


Farmer 

Wife 

Son 

n 


Bom  in  Tennessee 
n  n  n 


i  '//  > 


Mississippi^  ' 

it  A--»  t 


Comments:  My  great-uncle,  Reverend  /Jbert  Daniel  Harrison’s  Bible  Record  of  his 

-  family  has  bean  fully  given  in  ny  general  story.  I  am  deeply  indebted 

to  one  of  his  grandsons,  Charles  Henry  Harrison  of  .Aison,  Texas,  for  the  Family 
Record  and  for  providing  other  useful  data. 


1850  Old  Tishomingo  County,  Miss.  Census  of 
Sinthn  C.  Harrison  (Mrs.  Thome.s  H. )  Hutchens 


Bom  in  Tennessee 

n  it  w 

"  ”  Mississippi 

n  it  m 


Comments:  My  great-aunt’s  full  name  was  probably  Sintha  Catherine  Harrison  (Mrs. 

”  Thomas  H. )  H,  tchens.  Her  daughter,  Susannah  C. ,  was  no  doubt  named 
for  her  mother,  Susannah  Rucker  (M^s.  Daniel  R. )  Harrison  and  herself. 


Thomas  H,  Hutchens 

-  35 

-  Farmer 

- 

Sintha  C. 

If 

-  26 

Wife 

mm 

Viannah 

ff 

-  7 

-  Daughter 

- 

Susannah  C. 

fl 

-  u 

_  it 

— 

Pleasant  L. 

If 

-  2 

-  Son 

- 

Columbus  R. 

fl 

-  2/12 

_  8 

- 

i860  Old  Tishomingo  County,  Miss.  Census 


Them  as  HI  Hutchens 

mm 

U5 

- 

Farmer 
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Sintha  C* 

it 

- 

36 

mm 

Wife 
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n 

- 

17 

- 
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mm 

II 
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n 

- 

lU 
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u 
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II 

Pleasant  L, 

n 

- 

12 

- 

Son 

- 

ff 

Frances  E. 

rt 

h 

- 

Daughter 

- 

ff 

Irvin  R* 

it 

1 

- 

Son 

*** 

ff 

aments:  It  will  be 

noted  in 

the 

Census  of  1850 

that  my 

”  Mississippi 


n 

If 

ft 

n 


xnomns  nuuenuns  aou  a  ouiujuuuo  ^  — 

old.  The  ’’R”  in  the  boy's  name  must  have  stood  for  the  middle  name  of  Rucker  or 
Recce.  Columbus  no  doubt  died  early,  for  he  docs  not  appear  in  the  i860  Census. 
The  i860  Census  reflects  another  son  in  the  family  with  the  initial  "R"  for  his 
middle  name,  Irvin  R.  Hutchens,  who  was  1  year  old.  Again  the  "R”  must  have 
stood  for  Rucker  or  Reece  -  surely  both  of  these  names  arc  significant  in  my 
Harrison-Huckor  ancestry. 


l8?0  Prentiss  County,  Miss.  Census,  BoonevLllc  Post  Office 
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Hutchens 
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Lorena  0. 
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11 

tl 
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Comments:  Old  letters  from  great-aunt  Sintha  Garrison  Hutchens  have  given  us  a 
glimpse  into  her  fine  life  and  philosophy. 
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Old  Tishomingo  County,  Miss.  Census  of  Jane  Harrison  (Mrs.  Jonathan)  White 


1850 


Jonathan  White 

28 

Farmer 

Born  in  North  Carolina 

Jane  White 

24 

-  Wife 

Born  in  Tennessee 

Mary  White 

6 

-  His 

Daughter 

Born  in  Mississippi 

Amanda  White 

4 

His 

Daughter 

Born  in  Mississippi 

James  White 

2 

His 

Son 

Born  in  Mississippi 

1860 

Jonathan  White 

-  40 

Farmer 

Born 

in  North  Carol: 

Jane  White 

-  26 

-  Wife 

Born 

in  Tennessee 

Mary  White 

-  15 

-  His  Daughter 

Born 

in  Mississippi 

Amanda  White 

-  14 

His  Daughter 

Born 

in  Mississippi 

James  W.  White 

-  12 

His  Son 

Born 

in  Mississippi 

David  Harrison  White 

9 

Their  Son 

Born 

in  Mississippi 

Jonathan  Rucker  White 

6 

Their  Son 

Born 

in  Mississippi 

George  Washington  White 

4 

-  Their  Son 

Born 

in  Mississippi 

William  Tuggle  White 

1 

Their  Son 

Born 

in  Mississippi 

1870  Prentiss  County,  Miss.  Census, 

Booneville 

Post  Office 

Jane  White 

40 

Housekeeper 

Born  in 

Tennessee 

James  W.  White 

- 

21 

Step-son 

Born  in 

Mississippi 

David  Harrison  White 

- 

19 

Son 

Born  in 

Mississippi 

Jonathan  Rucker  White 

- 

16 

Son 

Born  in 

Mississippi 

William  Tuggle  White 

- 

12 

Son 

Born  in 

Mississippi 

Sarah  Jane  White 

- 

9 

Daughter 

Born  in 

Mississippi 

Charles  Wesley  White 

- 

5 

Son 

Born  in 

Mississippi 

Martha  A.  White 

- 

10/12  - 

Daughter 

Born  in 

Mississippi 

According  to  marriage  records  of  1845-1850  of  Old  Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi, 
at  Corinth,  my  great-aunt  Jane  Harrison  was  married  to  Jonathan  White  by  Reverend 
T.  M.  Patrick,  February  12th,  1850.  The  above  1850  census  of  Jane  Harrison  White 
and  her  family,  taken  in  March,  1850,  shows  her  age  as  24. 

The  Census  Record  of  my  great-grandmother,  Susannah  Harrison,  in  Hardin  County, 
Tennessee,  taken  late  in  the  year,  1840,  included  two  daughters  in  the  age  brackets  of 
15  to  20.  I  am  convinced  that  my  great-aunt  Jane  was  25  and  my  great-aunt  Sintha 
Harrison  Hutchins,  27,  at  the  time  the  1840  census  was  taken. 

My  great-aunt  Jane  seemed  to  have  been  age  conscious,  thus  accounting  for  the 
inaccuracies  in  the  ages  given  by  or  for  her  when  the  census  records  were  taken  in 
the  decades  subsequent  to  1850. 

We  know  from  old  letters  exchanged  between  ancient  relatives  that  Jonathan  White 
died  in  1870.  James  W.  White,  taking  his  father's  place,  was  running  the  farm 
at  that  time.  In  one  of  her  letters  to  her  sister,  Rachel  Harrison  (Mrs.  David) 
Hawkins  in  Arkansas,  my  great-aunt  Jane  wrote:  "I  could  not  get  along  without  Jimmy." 

In  another  letter  she  wrote  Rachel  that  Martha's  full  name  is:  "Martha  Ann  Sintha 
Adline  White."  -  -  Martha  was  called  "Mattie",  and  signed  her  letters  by  that  name. 
Sarah  Jane  White  signed  her  letters,  and  was  called,  Sallie. 
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1880  Prentiss  County,  Mississippi  Census  -  Beat  5 


Name 

Jane  White 
James  W.  White 
David  Harrison  White 
Jonathan  Rucker  White 
William  Tuggle  White 
Sarah  Jane  White 
Charley  Wesley  White 
Martha  A.  White 


Father 

Mother 

Age 

Born 

Bom 

Born 

52 

Mother 

Keeping  House 

Tenn. 

N.C. 

Virginia 

31 

Step-son 

Farmer 

Miss. 

Tenn. 

Miss. 

28 

Son 

Farmer 

Miss . 

Tenn. 

Tenn. 

25 

Son 

Farmer 

Miss. 

Tenn. 

Tenn. 

21 

Son 

Farmer 

Miss. 

Tenn. 

Tenn. 

17 

Daughter 

At  Home 

Miss. 

Tenn. 

Tenn. 

14 

Son 

School 

Miss. 

Tenn. 

Tenn. 

9 

Daughter 

School 

Miss . 

Tenn. 

Tenn. 

1880 


Same 

Albert  D.  Harrison 
Delilah  Harrison 
Rebecca  Harrison 
Joseph  Harrison 
George  A.  Harrison 


Clark  County,  Arkansas  Census-Amity  Township 


Age 

60 

Minister  and  Farmer 

52 

Wife 

20 

Daughter 

15 

Son 

11 

Son 

Father 

Mother 

Born 

Born 

Born 

Tenn. 

Virginia 

Virginia 

Tenn. 

Virginia  Tenn. 

Ark. 

Tenn. 

Tenn. 

Ark. 

Tenn. 

Tenn. 

Ark. 

Tenn. 

Tenn. 

The  1880  Census  Records  of  my  great-aunt  Jane  and  my  great-uncle  Albert  Daniel  Harrison 
reached  me  after  most  of  this  book  had  been  completed  -  -  see  page  60  for  earlier  _ 
information  on  my  great-uncle  Albert.  Jane  reported  in  1880  that  her  father,  Daniel 
R  Harrison,  was  born  in  North  Carolina  as  did  Daniel  R.  Harrison,  himself,  or  some 
one  for  him  in  the  Hardin  County,  Tennessee,  Census  of  1850.  My  great-uncle,  Albert, 
in  1880,  reported  hs  father's  birthplace  as  Virginia.  It  is  reasonable  to  assume 
that  my  great-grandfather,  Daniel  R.  Harrison,  was  born  m  a  North  Carolina  County 
that  mayShave  been  originally  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  Both  my  great-aunt  Jane  and 
my  greit-uncle  Albert  in  their  1880  census,  indented  above  gave  documentary  evidence 
of  the  tradition  that  their  mother,  my  great-grandmother,  Susannah  Rucker  (Mrs. 

Daniel  R. )  Harrison,  was  born  in  Virginia.  Glaring  errors  were  made  m  the  census 
reports  of  the  age  of  my  great-aunt  Jane  from  1860  to  1880.  On  page  >5  I  have  indicated 
t2t  I was certifn  that  she  was  25  before  the  end  of  the  year,  1840,  hence  55  m  1880. 


In  the  1880  Census  of  my  great-aunt  Jane  White  and  family  the  ^r^Place  ' 
children’s  father,  Jonathan  White,  was  listed  as  Tennessee.  In  the  185.°, 

Census  Records  of  Old  Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi,  Jonathan  White,  then  alive, 
gave  his  birthplace  as  North  Carolina.  It  is  entirely  possible  that  Jonathan  White  was 
born  in  a  Northeastern  Tennessee  County  that  was  in  North  Carolina  at  the  time  of  h  s 
birth.  It  is  also  possible,  of  course,  that  a  mistake  was  made  m  reporting  the 
1880  Census,  insofar  as  the  birthplace  of  Jonathan  White  was  concerned. 
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DANIEL  BLUFORD  HARRISON,  THE  MASON 

I  am  indebted  to  Ernest  W.  St.  John,  publisher  of  the  Mena  Arkansas  Star  for 
Minutes  of  the  Dallas  Lodge  No.  128  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  of  Old  Dallas,  Arkansas for  the 
period  of  August  19,  1859  to  October  30,  1863.  I  have  gleaned  from  those  Minutes 
Masonic  activities  of  my  grandfather,  Daniel  Bluford  Harrison,  in  the  Dallas  Lodge 
as  follows:  e 


1.  As  an  entered  apprentice  Mason  of  Mine  Creek  Lodge,  Sevier  County,  Arkansas  he 
™as  examined  on  August  19,  1859  by  the  Dallas  Lodge,  passed,  and  made  a  Fellow 
Craft  Mason.  On  September  14,  1859  he  was  raised  to  the  Sublime  Degree  of  a  Master 
Mason.  On  order  of  the  Lodge  the  Worshipful  Master  appointed  him  Chanlain  of 
the  Lodge. 


2.  On  June  24,  1860  the  Lodge  members  formed  a  line  of  march  for  the  courthouse  in  the 
town  of  Dallas  and  marched  from  the  Masonic  Hall  and  heard  a  sermon  by  Brother  Daniel 
B'^HanrlSOn  0n  11  Tlmothy*  11  Chapter  15  verse  -  'Study  to  show  thyself 'approved 
unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth 
The  Minutes  state  that  the  sermon  was  a  good  one,  practical  and  well  received 
by  the  Craft. 


3.  On  March  16,  1861,  he  was  named  as  Secretary  Pro  Tem  of  the  Dallas  Lodge  He  was 
elected  Secretary  July  5,  1862,  and  served  until  November,  1863. 

4.  On  June  15,  1861,  the  Lodge  voted  again  to  celebrate  the  24th  day  of  June  as  the 
birthday  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  elected  "Brother  Daniel  B.  Harrison  to  deliver 

an  oration  on  that  occasion."  On  June  24,  1861,  the  Minutes  say:  "A  procession 
was  formed,  and  with  musick  in  front,  marched  to  the  courthouse,  the  people  of 
Dallas  being  seated,  an  oration  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Daniel  B.  Harrison,  adaoted  to 
the  occasion."  * 


5.  My  grandfather  s  brother  in-law,  Jackson  J.  (John)  Jopling,  was  made  an  entered 
apprentice  Mason  on  May  3,  became  a  Fellow  Craft  Mason  on  August  2  and  was  raised 

to  the  Sublime  Degree  of  a  Master  Mason  on  September  6,  1862.  . 

/ 

6.  A  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Lodge  on  June  7,  1862,  again  to  celebrate  the  24th 
day  of  June  as  the  birthday  of  St.  John  the  Baptist.  My  grandfather  Harrison'  was' 

elected  for  the  third  consecutive  year  to  be  the  Grand  Orator  on  that  occasion. 

On  June  24,  1862  the  Lodge  met  for  the  appointed  purpose.  The  Minutes  say:  "The  mem¬ 
bers  of  said  Lodge  assembled  in  the  Masonic  Hall.  Before  the  Lodge  was  opened 

U  j°vtuaately  for  us’  the  floor  of  the  Lodge  gave  way  and  fell  with  all  the  assembly 
and  bruised  and  crippled  some  twenty  of  the  members,  and  defeated  the  whole  thing."  ’ 
My  grandmother  Harrison  was  among  the  women  who  were  waiting  on  the  first  floor 
of  the  Lodge  Building  for  the  line  of  march  to  be  formed  when  the  second-  floor  fell, 
bhe  died  in  October,  1863  from  injuries  received  in  that  accident. 

7.  On  October  3,  1862,  Daniel  B.  Harrison  was  elected  as  a  delegate  to  represent 
the  Dallas  Lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  at  its  meeting  in 

the  of  Little  Rock  on  ^e  first  Monday  of  November  1862.  The  Lodge  voted  the 

sum  of  $50  to  defray  his  expenses. 


8.  My  grandfather  retired  as  Secretary  of  the  Lodge  and  was  granted  a  demit  at  his 
request  on  October  30,  1863,  anticipating  his  move  to  Red  River  County,  Texas  at 
the  end  of  his  second  term  as  County  Judge  May  31,  1864.  Because  of  the  intensity  of 
tne  War  Between  the  States,  few  meetings  were  held  from  October  1863  until  May" 1865. 

9’  l  Lave  a  photostatic  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Dallas  Lodge  of 
May  3,  1862,  m  the  handwriting  of  my  grandfather,  Daniel  B.  Harrison.  In  that 
^lnS*the  ^ds\V0^ed  "Jo  see  that  a  school  be  established  and  a  competent  teacher 
employed,  said  school  to  be  taught  in  the  church  below  the  Masonic  Hall."  My  grand- 
iather  s  name  appeared  in  his  own  handwriting  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  school, 
bis  handwriting  was  beautiful,  his  language  excellent,  and  his  spelling  reason- 


§randfather  was  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Waldron  Arkansas  Lodge  No.  132 
&  A*  at  th?  V*65  of  his  death.  May  30,  1875.  As  a  member  for  33  years  of  the 
,  "  ca?a-  Texas’  bodge  A-  F*  &  A-  and  as  a  32°  Scottish  Rite  Mason  for  the  past  14 

.v ears ,  I  am  naturally  proud  of  my  grandfather's  enviable  Masonic  record. 
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1790  ABBEVILLE  COUNTY,  5,  C.  CENSUS  OF  RACHEL  HARRISON 

In  Abbeville,  South  Carolina,  in  1790,  the  Census  included  a  Rachel  Harrison 
household  listed  as  follows:  1  male  over  16,  one  male  under  16  and  1  female 
who,  of  course,  was  Rachel,  but  whose  age  range  was  not  indicated. 

1830  HARDIN  COUNTY,  TENU.  CENSUS  OF  NATHANIEL  HARRISON 

In  the  1830  Hardin  County,  Tennessee  Census  there  was  a  Nathaniel  Harrison  whose 
family  was  listed  as  follows*  1  male  under  5;  1  male  5  to  10;  1  male  10  to  l5j 
1  male  15  to  20;  1  male  1*0  to  $0;  2  females  under  5;  2  females  5  to  10;  1  female 
10  to  l5j  1  female  IS  to  20,  and  1  female  Z*0  to  50. 

1830  HARDIN  COUNTY,  TEND.  CENSUS  OF  JIM  HARRISCN 

The  Hardin  County,  Tennessee  Census  of  1830  listed  the  family  of  a  Jin  Harrison 
as  being  2  males  under  5;  1  male  5>0  to  60;  1  female  5  to  10;  1  female  10  to  1 5, 
and  1  female  30  to  bo, 

1810  MAURY  COUNTY,  TENH.  CENSUS  OF  THOMAS  T.  HARRIS CN 


Thomas  T.  Harrison’s  family  in  the  18U0  Maury  County,  Tennessee  Census  was  as 
follows:'  1  male  30  to  hO;  1  female  under  5;  1  female  5  to  10,  and  1  female 
20  to  30. 

Comments:  I  listed  the  Abbeville  County,  South  Carolina  Census  of  Rachel  Harrison, 
the  Hardin  County,  Tennessee  Census  of  the  Nathaniel  Harrison  and  Jim 
Harrison  families  and  the  Thomas  T.  Harrison  family  of  Maury  County,  Tennessee, 
for  speculative  purposes  only. 


My  first  conjecture  is  that  Rachel  Harrison  conceivably  could  have  been  the 
Revolutionary  War  widow  of  my  great-great  grandfather  and  the  person  for  whom  my 
great-aunt,  Rachel  Harrison  (Mrs.  David)  Hawkins,  was  named.  My  great  grandfather, 
Daniel  R.  Harrison  was  10  to  15,  probably  15  years  of  age,  in  1790.  He  could  have 
been  the  male  in  Rachel’s  Census  of  that  year  listed  as  under  16.  John  Harrison,  who 
I  think  may  have  been  Daniel  R’s  brother,  could  have  been  the  other  male  listed 
in  Rachel's  Census  as  over  16. 

.  yu  .  - 

My  second  conjecture  is  that  the  Nathaniel  Harrison  and  the  Jim  -Harisem  of 
the  Hardin  County,  Tennessee  Census  of  1830  could  have  been,  and  I  believe  were, 
brothers  of  my  great  grandfather,  Daniel  R.  Harrison,  and  possibly  John  Harrison, 
and  the  relatives  for  whom  my  great-uncles,  Jimmy  and  Nathaniel,  were  named.  The. 
1830  Jim  and  Nathaniel  Harrison  families  to  whom  I  have  called  attention  were  living 
in  the  same  general  neighborhood  in  which  my  great  grandfather  was  living  in  Hardin 
County  at  that  time. 

My  final  conjecture  is  that  the  Thomas  T.  Harrison  of  the  Maury  County, 
Tennessee  Census  of  1840  could  have  been  Thomas  Taylor  Harrison  and  he  may  have 
been  known  by  the  given  name  of  Taylor.  He  could  have  been  the  Taylor  Harrison 
of  family  tradition  -  if  so,  he  was  one  of  the  13  brothers  and  sisters  of  my 
grandfather.  Reverend  Daniel  B.  Harrison.  The  1840  Census  of  Thomas  T.  Harrison 
lists  his  age  as  from  30  to  40. 


Aldridge,  Frank,  36;  Marcella  Biffle, 
36 


Bailey,  Jim,  57 

Baker,  Butler,  21;  Newton  D.,  36 
Banks,  Leatha  J.,  73-A 
Berry,  Florrie,  34 
Blevins,  William,  45-A 

Bolan, _ ,  41 

Bolds,  Ethel,  71 
Bookout,  Pearl,  23 
Brown,  Irene,  16 
Bryant,  Littleton,  38,  39 
Bullock,  Frances  Cornelius,  21 
Burton,  Delilah,  48,  59,  60 
Butler,  - ,  41,  45;  Robert  Lu¬ 

ther,  28 

Cadman,  S.  Parkes,  36 
Campbell,  Harriett,  55;  John,  67; 
Montgomery  0.,  61 

Carder,  Ann,  35;  John  W.,  30;  Mary 
(Mrs.  John  W.),  30;  Wesley,  35 
Carver,  Hans  Edward,  23;  Ila  Harri¬ 
son,  8 

Casey,  Peruvia,  21 
Cauthen,  Ludy,  2 

Chandler,  . . . ,  41 

Chauncey,  Wm.  C.,  28 

Clouse,  Helen  Wadene  McLemore,  37; 

J.  Floyd,  37,  38;  Wadene,  37 
Compton,  Mae,  29 
Cook,  Iasom,  57 
Coolidge,  Calvin,  52 
Crawford,  Roxie  Anna,  22 
Cunningham,  Aaron,  41,  43,  43-A, 
44-A,  45-A,  46;  Alexander,  43-A, 
44-A;  Christopher,  43,  43-A;  Chris¬ 
topher,  Jr.,  44-A,  45-A;  Christopher, 
Sr.,  43-A,  44-A,  45-A;  David,  43-A; 
Jacob,  43-A,  44-A;  John,  43-A;  Jon¬ 
athan,  43-A;  Joseph,  43-A;  Levi,  46; 
Mary  Musgrove  (Mrs.  Christopher, 
Sr.),  43,  44-A,  45-A;  Matthew,  43-A, 
44-A;  Moses,  43-A,  44-A;  Nancy,  41, 
43,  43-A;  Nehemiah,  43-A;  Samuel 
B„  45-A;  S.  M„  46;  William,  43-A 
Curlee,  Amelia,  21 
Curlin,  Lem,  35;  Mrs.  Lem,  35 


Dawson,  Ethel,  28 

Dewvall,  Margaret  Ellen,  13;  William 
Tobe,  13 


Dial,  Isaac  Hastings,  30;  Mary  Ett 
30;  Savannah,  30;  Savannah  Eliz; 
beth,  11,  25 

Dotey,  Annie,  24 
Dunaway,  Wilson  T.,  29 
Duncan,  Samuel  K.,  7;  T.  R.,  7 
Dunkin,  Flora  H.,  73-A;  John,  73-A 
Durham,  Clatie,  22 
Du™>.  Elizabeth,  8,  13;  Ellen,  11 
liarn’  13  13;  Mar&aret  Ellen,  8;  Wi 


INDEX 


Edison,  Thomas  E.,  53 

Ehart,  Catherine,  2,  49;  Michael,  2,  50 

Elam,  James,  21 

Ellison,  Fred.  26,  34;  Virgie  Harrison 
(Mrs.  Fred),  33;  Virginia,  33,  34 
Evans,  Julian  S.,  24 
Evatt,  John  W.,  6 


Farmer,  Fay,  3,  25,  37;  Haden  Henry 
37;  John  llenry,  37,  38;  John  Jeffer¬ 
son,  38;  John  William  Gilmer,  37; 
Josephine,  36,  37;  Lewis  Freneh- 
(Mrs.  John  Henry),  37 
Fite,  Catherine  Harrison  (Mrs.  WilO 
liam),  14,  18;  Claud  D.,  24;  Eddie, 
24;  Edgar,  24;  Etta  May,  8,  24,  27; 
Fred,  24;  Lela,  24;  Lula  E.,  24; 
Maud,  24;  Minnie,  24;  William,  11, 
18,  24 


Fleming,  Herschel,  15;  James  Harvey, 
22;  John,  18;  John  L.,  10,  15,  22,  35; 
Nancy  Harrison  (Mrs.  John  L.),  2, 
18,  35;  William  Alfred  (Willie),  22 
Franks,  Archibald,  70;  Frederick,  48, 
54,  66;  Frederick  B.,  70;  George, 
70;  Henry,  70;  Louisa,  70;  Marga¬ 
ret,  70;  Marion,  54,  70;  Nancy  Har¬ 
rison  (Mrs.  Frederick),  48,  50,  54, 
66,  70;  Sue,  54;  Susannah  (Susie), 
66;  Susie,  70 


Gabriel,  Cordis  Orvil,  29 
Gaddie,  Dock,  26 
Gentry,  John,  16;  John  J.,  21 
Gill,  Paton  R.,  2 
Gillis,  Mary  Jane,  73-A 
Godbey,  Emma  Lee  Taylor,  37;  Gavle 
Harrison,  37;  Jo  Fay  Harrison  (Mrs. 
John  K.),  37,  50;  Joe  J.,  Sr.,  37; 
John  Kirby,  37;  John  Kirby,  Jr.,  37; 
Joseph  Hastings,  40 
Goldberg.  Charles,  5 
Gordon,  Margaret,  10,  23 
Graf,  Maud,  20 
Grant,  Mattie,  11,  19,  26 
Greeson,  Hartwell,  57;  William  Riley, 
57 

Grimes,  Robert  S.,  24 
Gruben,  W.  C.,  24 


Hall,  Ethel  Harrison,  33,  34 

Harris,  Felix,  45-A;  Georgia  Ann,  69; 
Georgia  Ann  Reece  (Mrs.  Wm.),  69- 
Irene,  21;  William,  69;  William  J.. 
21 

Harrison,  . . . ,  67;  Ada,  71;  Al¬ 

bert,  59,  60,  63,  72,  73;  Albert  Blu- 
ford,  60;  Albert  D.,  49,  61,  67,  68 
69,  74,  76;  Albert  Daniel,  4,  18,  48’ 
54,  55,  59,  60,  62,  63,  74,  76;  Albert 
J.,  72;  Allen,  71;  Allie  Pickens,  33; 
Andrew  J.,  47;  Belzonia  (Belle)  11 
13,  16,  18,  29;  Benjamin,  3;  Bessie’ 
(or  Betsy),  48,  54;  Bessie  I,  72- 
Beulah,  25,  32,  33;  Billie  McIntosh’ 
35;  Bluford,  73;  Catherine,  5,  11  12' 
13,  16,  24,  47,  48,  49,  54;  C.  H.,’69; 


Charles  B.,  33,  34;  Charles  ID,  55; 
Charles  Hastings,  33;  Charles  Hen¬ 
ry,  4,  60,  69,  74;  Charles  W.,  60; 
Charlotte  H.,  47;  Daniel,  3,  47,  48, 

54,  55;  Daniel  B.,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7, 
12,  13,  16,  17,  20,  27,  33,  41,  52,  54, 
70,  73,  77,  78;  Mrs.  Daniel  B.,  20; 
Daniel  Bluford,  1,  2,  3,  5,  6,  10,  11, 

12,  14,  15,  30,  41,  42,  44,  45,  47,  50, 

55,  63,  68,  69,  70,  73,  77;  Daniel 
Grant,  26;  Daniel  R.,  2,  3,  12,  18, 
47,  48,  49,  50,  54,  55,  56,  58,  76,  78; 
Daniel  Reece,  50,  58,  68,  69,  71,  73; 
Delilah,  72;  Delilah  Burton,  60,  74, 
76;  Eliza,  73-A;  Elizabeth,  2,  4,  12, 

13,  15,  57,  71;  Elizabeth  Duval,  8; 
Elizabeth  Joplin  (Mrs.  Daniel  B.), 
7,  14,  27,  42,  43,  44,  45,  47,  77; 
Ethel,  34;  Eula,  25,  32,  33;  Fay 
Farmer  (Mrs.  Hastings),  32,  34,  37, 
38;  Flora,  57;  Frances,  59,  72;  Gal¬ 
loway,  2;  Gay  Belle,  25,  31,  33,  34, 

35,  38,  39;  George,  71;  George  A., 
60,  76;  George  C.,  73-A;  George  R., 
73-A;  George  Rucker,  73-A;  George 
W.,  70,  72,  73-A;  George.  Wnshinp-- 
10^54,  57,  68,  73-A;"  Green,  59,  73; 
Harvey,  2;  Hastings,  10,  25,  30,  35, 
39,  50;  Henrietta,  71;  Henry,  14; 
Hillery,  2;  Homer  Daniel,  34;  Hor¬ 
ace  Virgil,  33,  34;  Hubert,  73-A; 
Hubert  Daniel,  14,  25,  31,  33,  34,  35, 

36,  37,  38,  39;  Hubert  Janies,  37, 
38,  50;  Ila,  23;  Ira  Dewitt,  73-A; 
Isaac  Newton,  60,  74;  J.  R.  (Reece), 
71;  James,  14,  58,  59,  69,  71,  72; 
James  Calvin,  60;  James  Johnson 
(Jim),  1,  2,  3,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13, 

14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  25,  30,  32,  33, 

37,  50,  55,  69,  70;  James  Steele 
(Jimmy),  3,  48,  50,  53,  54.  55,  56, 
57,  62,  63,  68,  70;  James  Virgil  (J. 

V. ),  19,  25,  31,  32,  33,  38.  39,  40; 
James  W.,  72;  Jane,  3,  13,  15,  16, 
17,  19,  28,  47,  49,  63,  73-A,  75;  Jen¬ 
nie  Matheson,  33;  Jesse  G.,  59,  73; 
Jim,  78;  Jo  Fay,  37;  John,  2,  3,  23, 
78;  John  Burton,  60;  John  Gillis, 
73-A;  John  Harvey,  2,  3,  5,  9  11 
12,  13,  14,  16,  17,  18,  19,  26,  30,  33;’ 
Joseph,  48,  54,  73-A,  76;  Joseph  T 
73-A;  Joseph  Taylor,  73-A;  Joseph 

W. ,  72;  Louisa,  57,  70;  Louis  A.,  72; 
Lugenia  A.  (Lou),  71;  Mahala,  4, 
12;  Margaret,  57^; -Margaret  Gordon, 
16;  Margaret  Susannah  Rucker  2- 
Mary,  57,  70,  71,'  72,  73;  Mary  E„ 
(2,  73-A;  Mary  Elizabeth  Joplin (g) 
(Mrs  Daniel  B.),  1,  3/12,  13,  14.  46, 
69;  Mary  F.,  72;  Mary  Jane,  73-A; 
Matilda  J.,  47;  Mattie  Grant  (Mrs. 
John  Harvey),  26;  May,  71;  Melissa, 
59,  72,  73;  Middleton,  2,  3;  Missouri 
A.,  /2;  Mollie,  23;  Nancy,  2,  3,  4, 
5,  7,  8,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19, 
48,  57;  Nancy  A.,  72;  Nancy  J.,  47, 
73-A;  Nancy  M„  10,  22;  Nathaniel, 
11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  17,  19,  48,  50,  64, 
55,  68,  69,  71,  78;  Nathaniel,  Jr., 


58,  69,  72;  Nathaniel  III,  72;  Nipsy 
Jane,  57,  70;  Opa  Ann  (Opie),  11, 
12,  13,  14,  16,  28;  Orpa  Ann,  28; 
Paralee,  72;  Phebe,  72;  Pickens,  34; 
Polly,  48,  54;  Rachel,  78;  Rachel  Ad- 
linc,  3,  47,  49,  61;  Rebecca,  60,  76; 
Rebecca  J.,  58,  71;  Reece,  30,  33, 
50,  55,  58,  59,  70,  71,  73;  U^ece 
Simeon,  50,  54,  58,  72,  73;  Richard, 
71;  Robert,  59,  72;  Roxana,  3,  4,  5, 
10,  12,  13,  15,  16,  17,  20,  41;  R.  S„ 
72;  Rucker,  73;  Sarah,  57,  58,  70, 
71;  Sarah  Jane  (formerly  Mahala), 
4,  10,  12,  21,  60;  Savannah  Eliza¬ 
beth  Dial  (Mrs.  James  J.),  25,  30, 
32;  Simeon,  72;  Simeon  R.,  72; 
Simeon  Rucker,  59,  73;  Sintha,  63; 
Sintha  C.,  49;  Sintha  Catherine 
(Mrs.  Thomas  H.),  74;  S.  Rutill, 
60;  Susan  Ann  (Susie),  11,  12,  13, 
16,  18,  19,  27;  Susannah,  57,  70; 
Susannah  Rucker  (Mrs.  Daniel  R.), 
2,  3,  12,  47,  48,  49,  50,  54,  55,  56, 
63,  72,  73,  74,  75,  76;  Taylor,  48, 
-54,  55,  63,  78;  Thomas,  72;  Thomas 
Bluford  (Tom),  4,  7,  9,  10,  12,  13, 
14,  16,  17,  18,  23,  27;  Thomas  Dan¬ 
iel,  58,  71;  Thomas  H.,  2;  Thomas 
T.,  78;  Thomas  Taylor,  78;  Vera, 
26;  Verda  Alma  Wells,  33;  Verna, 
26;  Vida,  26;  Virgie,  26,  34;  Vir¬ 
ginia  Ann,  60;  Wadene  Clouse  (Mrs. 
Hubert  James),  38,  39;  William,  48, 
49;  William  C„  72;  William  H„  47, 
59,  72,  73;  William  Henry,  3,  4,  10, 
12,  13,  15,  17,  19,  23,  54;  William 
R.,  2;  William  Ringgold,  2;  William 
Taylor,  59,  60,  69,  74;  Willis  L„  2; 
Wilma  Ellen  McGinty,  33 

Hatchett,  George  Edward,  57;  Hay¬ 
wood,  57;  Marvin,  54;  Mrs.  Marvin, 
54,  55,  58,  59,  70,  73;  Sarah  Har¬ 
rison  (Mrs.  Haywood),  54;  Page, 
57;  Silas,  57 

Hathaway,  J.  C.,  8;  Willie,  8 

Hauck,  Elizabeth,  73-A 


Hawkins,  Albert  L.,  16,  17,  60,  61,  66 

l3/’  £avid>  3’  1C*  17>  27 •  47-  61.  63, 
64,  69,  73;  Florence,  18,  27,  54,  61 
73;  Herman,  17,  18,  54,  61,  73;  John! 
64;  John  B.,  61,  73;  Johnie,  65;  Jon¬ 
athan,  61;  Opaann,  73;  Rachel  A. 
Harrison  (Mrs.  David),  4,  12,  16 

fin’  c?'  co’  45,  47’  52>  53'  54’  55-  59’ 
60,  61,  62,  63,  64.  65,  66,  67,  68,  69, 

70,  72,  73,  75,  78;  Roena  J.,  17,  61, 
id;  Sophroma  Jane,  61,  73 
Hearne,  Mary  Catherine  (Grimes)  14 
Hill,  W.  H„  20 
Hogan,  G.  H.,  34 


Howard,  Cora  Nancy,  29;  Dora  Belle 
tL  „mes  Franklin  (frank),  29 
John  ttesley,  11,  29;  Lillie  Gertrude 
Margaret  Jane  (Janie),  29;  Nan¬ 
cy  Roena  Reece  (Mrs.  W.  F  )  69 
£7;  w>Hiam  F.,  21,  69;  Mrs 
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Howell,  William  W.,  64 
Hughes,  Charles  Evans,  36 
Hutchens,  Columbus  R.,  74;  Frances 
E.,  74;  Irvin  R.,  74;  Lorena  O.,  74; 
Pleasant  L.,  74;  Sintha  C.  Harrison 
(Mrs.  Thos.  H.),  52,  53,  54,  61,  62, 
63,  66,  74,  75;  Susannah  C.  (Sue), 
63,  74;  Thomas  H.,  74;  Viannah,  74 
Hutchins,  Eali,  66 

Issic,  Edith,  23 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  43-A 
Joplin(g),  Aaron,  3,  41,  45;  Aaron  C., 
43;  B..  41;  Benjamin,  46;  Daniel  Blu-- 
ford,  42,  44,  45;  Daniel  R„  44;  Da¬ 
vid,  41;  Elizabeth,  41,  43,  44;  Eliza¬ 
beth  Ann,  45;  Emily  E.,  41,  42,  43, 
45;  Frances,  41,  43,  45;  George,  46; 
George  W.,  44;  Jackson  J.  (John), 

41,  42,  43.  44,  77;  James,  41,  42,  43, 
43-A;  James  J.,  44;  Jane,  41,  44,  46; 
John,  42,  43-A,  46;  John  F.,  44; 
Joseph,  41,  48;  Josephine,  45;  Jo- 
siah,  43-A;  Levi,  41,  42,  43,  45; 
Lewis,  46;  Lucinda,  46;  Mahala 
Ward  (Mrs.  William  C.),  41,  42,  44, 
45;  Mark,  43-A;  Martha,  41;  Mar¬ 
tha  E.,  44;  Mary  Elizabeth,  3,  10, 
41;  Melinda,  46;  Minerva  Jane,  44; 
Nancy,  41,  43,  44;  Nancy  Catherine, 
44;  Nancy  Cunningham  (Mrs.  Silas 
M.),  3,  18,  41,  42,  43,  45;  Pleasant 
(Dock),  41,  42,  43;  Polly,  41;  Ralph, 
43-A;  Sarah,  44;  Silas  M„  3,  41,  42, 
43,  43-A,  44;  Susan,  41,  43,  45; 
Thomas,  43-A;  Thomas  Aaron,  45; 
William,  46;  William  C„  3,  17,  41, 

42,  43,  44,  45;  William  Thomas,  44 

Keene,  Bertha,  21 
Keener,  Miles,  8 
Kemp,  Davis,  57 
Ketchen,  Simon,  64;  Solomon,  64 

Ladens, _ ,  66 

McCuen,  Virginia  Ann,  61,  73 
McFall,  Delina  Hester,  73-A 
McIntosh,  Billie,  25 
McNabb,  William,  44-A 
Manor,  Charles  C.,  11,  27;  Laura,  27; 

Luther,  27;  Ozie,  27 
Manton,  Jasper,  34,  37,  38 
Massey,  Belzonia  Hawkins  (Mrs.  Chas. 
W.),  73 

Masterson,  Ira,  29;  W.  F.,  29 
Matheson,  Jennie,  25 
Matthews,  Chester  C.,  24 
Miles,  Susie,  66 
Miller,  T.  L„  30 
Morrow,  Erien,  28 
Morzanson,  Abelia,  20 
Murchison,  Mary,  55,  57 
Musgraves,  John,  43 
Musgrove,  Moses,  45-A 
Musgroves,  John,  43 


Nabors,  S.  M.,  59 

Neighbors,  Clyde  E„  26;  Vida  Har¬ 
rison  (Mrs.  Clyde  E.),  33 
Neece,  Alexander,  4,  48 

Nelson,  . . ,  59 

Nichols,  Lula,  28 


Oliver,  DeWitt  Clinton  (Dee),  20;  Eli¬ 
jah,  20;  Harvey,  20;  Huston  B.,  20; 
John  Franklin,  20;  Joseph  Clay 
(Joe),  20;  Laura  Lee,  20;  Pearle 
Ann,  20;  Roxana  Harrison  (Mrs.  W 
P.),  1,  12,  18,  42,  69,  72;  William 
Bluford  (Bill),  20;  William  P.,  10, 
12,  15,  20,  41 
O’Neal,  Nick,  7 
Orr,  Robert,  44-A 


Patrick,  T.  M.,  75 
Patton,  Jacob,  43;  Susannah,  43 
Pemberton,  Lucy,  20 
Phillips,  Faye  Williams,  23 
Pickens,  Allie,  30,  58;  Andrew  H„  11, 
25,  30;  Mary  Jane  Carder  Dial!  25, 
30 

Pinnix,  Delia  (Mrs.  J.  C.),  55 

Porter, . . ,  43.A 

Pumroy,  Sam  C.,  21 


ivcinisey, 


Ray,  Worth,  43,  43-A,  44-A,  45-A 
Reece,  Carthenia  Mae,  16,  21;  Eli 
Denton,  16,  21;  Georgia  Ann,  21; 
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